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MSVC President Rod Hosler accepting the 2022 LOE 
Award from MOAA CEO Lt. Gen. Dana T. Atkins, USAF 
(Ret)  at the Kansas City MO convention. 
 

The Mahoning and Shenango Valleys Chapter 
has completed another noteworthy year. Even with all 
of the confusion and aggravations of China COVID-19 
virus and its associated variants, politics and the econ-
omy, we’ve continued to thrive. The past year has 
shown that we can meet regularly and experience 
worthwhile speakers that entertain and inform. The 
upcoming year will continue to prove our chapter is 
alive and, vibrant and relevant. We’ve accomplished 
much during the past year; from receiving another 
MOAA 5-Star Level of Excellence (LOE), two Colonel 
Marvin Harris  Communications Awards, 5-Star Level 
for our Newsletter edited by Florence Hosler and our 
website, Bruce Bille, Web Master. We continue to be 
active regarding national legislative issues and as your 
President, I participated in MOAA’s Advocacy for Ac-
tion program visiting with our Congressional Repre-
sentatives. Our Chapter generously donations to sev-
eral Veterans charities and supports the YSU Carl 
Nunziato Veterans Resource Center. We support the 
YSU Army ROTC program with awarding of the MOAA 
ROTC medal and monetary reward and support three 
junior ROTC programs (Youngstown’s East High 
School Army JRITC, Austintown’s Fitch High School 
Air Force JROTC, and Trumbull Career and Technical 
Center’s Air Force JROTC) with MOAA Medals and 
again a monetary reward. A capstone to our ROTC 
support is to present all newly commissioned Second 
Lieutenants from the YSU Army ROTC program with 
Second Lieutenants bars and Army branch insignia, 
and Basic Membership in our Chapter and MOAA Na-
tional.    

                                                     Cont. on pg. 3 

Currently Serving Update - Lou Foust 
By David J. Di Tallo 
 

(Camp Arifjan, Kuwait)  At least one MSVC-MOAA mem-
ber missed the severe winter storm that hit our area just 
days before Christmas.  But he had to go to Kuwait to do 
it!  
U.S. Army Reserve Lieutenant Colonel Louis (“Lou”) 
Foust deployed to Kuwait with the 143d Sustainment 
Command (Expeditionary) last November.  Lou joined 
our chapter in 2022 and attended his first meeting in No-
vember, before deploying. 
The 143d ESC has command and control of more than 
110 units and approximately 10,000 Soldiers located 
throughout ten states in the southeastern United States.   
According to Lou, the 143d serves as the 1st Theater 
Sustainment Command forward command post at Camp 
Arifjan, Kuwait. They are the senior sustainment/logistics 
unit for US Army Central Command, maintaining ac-
countability for and providing all classes of supply to pre-
dominantly Army units in Operation Inherent Resolve 
(OIR), Operation Spartan Shield (OSS), and Operation 
Allies Welcome (OAW).  
“All that to say we are the people you see when you need 
parts, supplies or something fixed that's above unit level 
maintenance,” Lou explains.  “We have subordinate units 
throughout the Southwest Asia Region and will now be 
supporting joint and bilateral exercises with Israel.” 
In civilian life, Lou is Manager of The Home Depot in 
Austintown and is married to his wife of twenty-five years, 
Tiffany.  They have three children:  Isaac, Isabella, and 
Ivy. 
If you would like to keep in touch with Lou during his de-
ployment, contact me at david.ditallo@gmail.com, and I 
will put you in touch with him.  You can also follow his 
unit at their Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/143dESC/. 

See Pg. 4 for a photo of LTC Foust 
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 MILITARY PAY RAISE  
Congress has just approved the biggest mili-

tary pay raise in two decades. The raise is based on 
the federal Employment Cost Index, which tracks 
wages and salaries of private sector workers annual-
ly. Figures used in the recent calculation of the index 
point to a 5.2% pay raise for troops in January 2024, 
which would be the largest since a 6.9% average mil-
itary pay increase in 2002. This will be welcomed 
news to junior enlisted personnel and junior officers, 
and the reserve components. 

 
HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS TO YSU VETERANS  

RESOURCE CENTER          
 

Rod Hosler, President of the MSVC presented 
$400.00 in Gift Cards to MAJ Rick Williams, Director 
of the YSU Carl Nunziato Veterans Resource Center 
on 13 December to support YSU Veteran students. 
Just in time for the YSU holiday break.  
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MOAA OHIO COUNCIL OF CHAPTER’S CONVENTION, 29-39 SEPTEMBER 2023  

 

The OCC will convene have its biennial convention 29-30 September 2023 at the Youngstown Air 
Reserve Station. Tentative program speakers are: the new MOAA President and CEO, Lt. Gen. Brian T. 
Kelly, USAF (Ret.); LTG Michael Ferriter, USA (Ret) President/CEO of the National Veterans Memorial 
and Museum (NVMM); and CAPT Erin Stone, Director of the Councils and Chapters of MOAA and others. 
Friday evening, 29 September will be the meet and greet reception and Saturday, 30 September is the 
Convention program, banquet/keynote speaker. The OCC will conduct its quarterly meeting on Sunday, 
01 October, 10.00 – 12.00 at the NVMM. Mark your calendars and plan to attend this noteworthy 
event. More information will be provided in the months to come. It is important that the MSVC supports 
this convention with our attendance.  

 

 

Florence Hosler,  SSL                                                      msvcmoaa@gmail.com   
 

ENDING THE WIDOWS TAX  
On 20 December 2019, President Donald Trump 

signed the National Defense Authorization Act and with it 
came a phased-in repeal of the Survivor Benefit Plan-
Dependency Indemnity Compensation (SBP-DIC) offset 
known as the “Widow’s Tax.” This January, the Widows 
Tax will be fully repealed, and Surviving Spouses will begin 
receiving 100% of both their SBP and DIC benefits. 

This month marks full realization of 2019 MOAA 
victory to eliminate the Widow’s Tax that has affected thou-
sands of military widow’s especially those whose spouses 
died during our twenty year war in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Surviving Spouse Corner: Looking Back on 
2022  

 

     Surviving spouses comprise approximately 13% of 
MOAA’s membership — that is over 46,000 members, 
voices, voters, givers, and doers. The Surviving Spouse 
Advisory Council (SSAC) represents these 46,000 mem-
bers by supporting surviving spouses and spouses and 
promoting MOAA’s strategic priorities at every opportunity 
through education, encouragement, and engagement.  

 The council’s goals for 2023 include increasing 
surviving spouse membership in national MOAA, local 
chapters, and the virtual chapter; developing a webinar on 
surviving spouse and spouse issues; and organizing the 
next Spouse/Surviving Spouse Summit. Improving training 
guidelines and support materials will also be at the top of 
our to-do list this year. We look forward to a very produc-
tive and exciting year as we never stop serving!  

 

DECEMBER FUNDRAISER AND PARTY 
 

MSVC cohosted our annual Christmas Party 
and Fund Raiser with ROA Chapter 42 on Saturday, 
10 December. We tried a “Chinese Auction” this year 
and all had a great time, with 37 members and 
guests in attendance. We raised $500.00, unfortu-
nately this is $550 down from last year.  The pro-
ceeds will go to Blue Coats in Hubbard, Ohio.  The 
proceeds of our fund raiser will  provide assistance 
and relief to homeless  area Veterans. 

mailto:msvc-moaa@gmail.com
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/member-spotlight/surviving-spouse-corner-looking-back-on-2022/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/member-spotlight/surviving-spouse-corner-looking-back-on-2022/
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STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS 

    

 

 

OHIO                 

 Ohio Legislature 

  

 

 

 

Pennsylvania  

DOCUMENTS REPORTED OUT BY THE HOUSE 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS AND 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
 
 
These links take you to current OH & PA bills of military 
and veteran interest. 

MILITARY HISTORY, EVENTS AND COMMEMORA-
TIONS FOR  JANUARY 

16 Jan 1991: Desert Storm (Persian Gulf) began with 
massive aerial bombardment. 
27 Jan 1973: Vietnam War cease fire. 
31 Jan 1990: Panama Campaign ended. Strongman 
Manuel Noriega seized by U.S. forces. 
 

Legislative Corner 

Here are MOAA’s priorities for the 118th Congress to 
address the challenges facing our uniformed commu-
nity. The MOAA advocacy team remains active on 
many other issues not listed here; MOAA’s priorities 
will be shaped throughout the year depending on con-
current successes or emerging issues that warrant an 
all-hands approach. Additionally, MOAA shares many 
concerns and interests with “The Military Coalition” 
and other stakeholder groups, and leverage those re-
lationships to expand our reach on Capitol Hill. 
MOAA’s legislative priorities and other issues can be 
found at the legislative take action alerts on the MOAA 
website at https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/     

 
MOAA’s Priorities: 
Compensation and Service-Earned Benefits 
Military Housing 
Health Care for Currently Serving and Retirees 
Health Care and Benefits for Veterans 
Service Families 
Survivors 
Guard and Reserve 

 
Please take a few moments to visit the MOAA web site 
and link to ADVOCACY section scroll down to Legisla-
tive Action Center.  This link identifies all of the legisla-
tive issues and bills that MOAA supports which require 
our active involvement “to take action.” The needs of 
our military should always be the first priority of Con-
gress  It is unfortunate that out federal legislators fail to 
step up and meet the needs of American’s military 
without constants reminders and prodding to do the 
right thing; and people wonder why Congress has a 
low popularity rating.  Remember to contact your Con-
gressional representatives (Senate and House) to ex-
press your concerns.  Please remember that there are 
also many state legislative issues that require your 
support as well. 

Pres. Msg cont. 

The new year will prove to be another gold medal 
year. We’ve lined up many spectacular speakers and top-
ics. Highlighting some items to look forward to are: our 
ROTC Recognition Dinner in April; Presentation on Indian 
Wars Military Artifacts by members Steve Motika and Al 
Lind in May; our meeting at Golden Corral in Hermitage, 
Pennsylvania in June; the Picnic and Shoot at the Vienna 
Fish and Game Club in July; the Steak Fry and Corn 
Roast in August; and of course, the OCC Convention in 
September. Mark your calendars to attend these meetings 
and events. There are other activities we’ve planned for 
this year, so keep your eyes open for our newsletter or 
special e-mails, and check out the calendar of events in 
this newsletter.  

There are many things that continue to pull at our 
time and involvement; family activities, church, appoint-
ments, vacations, etc. I hope you exhibit the same dedica-
tion and commitment in participating in our Chapter’s 
meetings and activities as you do with your other endeav-
ors. Your active participation is critical for the life and sur-
vival of our Chapter. 

Finally, our Chapter is co-hosting the Ohio Council 
of Chapter Convention to be held at the Youngstown Air 
Reserve Station 29 and 30 September. We hope to get a 
great turnout in supporting our upcoming state convention 
and hope to see you all there. Inspired by the MOAA mot-
to, “Never Stop Serving.” 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/search?committees=cmte_h_armed_services_1&generalAssemblies=134&pageSize=10&sort=Number&start=1
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/BC/bc_action.cfm?mbrBody=H&SessID=20210&Committees=H%7C42&InOut=O
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/BC/bc_action.cfm?mbrBody=H&SessID=20210&Committees=H%7C42&InOut=O
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/BC/bc_action.cfm?mbrBody=H&SessID=20210&Committees=H%7C42&InOut=O
https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/


 

 

Legislative Contacts: 

MOAA Legislative Update     moaa.org/takeaction           
or 1-800-234-6622 ext. 215  

 

Pres. Joseph R. Biden Jr. (D) The White House  

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington DC 20500                                                               
Switchboard: 202-456-1414   www.whitehouse.gov  

 

OHIO  

Senator Sherrod Brown (D) United States Senate    

713 Hart Senate Office Bldg. Washington, DC 20510    
Phone: (202) 224-2315 www.brown.senate.gov  

Senator James D. (J.D.) Vance (R) United States Senate 
  
B40C Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. Washington DC 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-3353  email TBD 
 

Representative Bill Johnson (R) District 6                   
192 East State St. Salem, OH 44460                       
Phone (330) 337-6951 http://billjohnson.house.gov  

 

PENNSYLVANIA  

Senator Robert Casey Jr. (D)                                     

393 Russell Senate  Office Bld. Washington, D.C. 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-6324 www.casey.senate.gov  

Senator John Fetterman (D) United States Senate  
 
B40B Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. Washington DC 20510 
Phone 9202) 224-4254 EMAIL TBD 
 
Representative Mike Kelly (R) District 16                     

33 Chestnut Avenue Sharon, PA 16146                 

Phone: (724) 342-7170    www.kelly.house.gov  

Family and Spouse News 

Troops Are Missing Out on Key Interest Rate 

Savings, Report Finds 

 by Karen Jowers originally appeared on Military Times  

At a time when interest rates are rising dramatically, a 

new report shows that Guard and reserve members — 

and some active duty troops — are missing out on 

hundreds of dollars of interest rate savings, on aver-

age, under credit protections provided in federal law.  

Researchers estimate that fewer than one in 10 Guard 

and reserve members with eligible auto loans, and 6% 

of those with personal loans, received an interest rate 

reduction to 6% during their activation period. They 

outlined some steps to take to increase the use of their 

rights under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. 

New Law Brings Long-Sought Relief for Mili-

tary Spouses on the Move  

by Rebecca Kheel originally appeared on Military.com  

Military spouses could have an easier time transferring 
their professional licenses during future military moves 
under a newly enacted law. 

 Under the law, states must recognize service mem-
bers and spouses' valid professional licenses from oth-
er states for any job except for law licenses if they 
moved because of military orders. 

1. MSVC-MOAA member LTC Louis 
Foust, USAR at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait. The 
T-Wall was painted by the outgoing Expe-
ditionary Sustainment Command, which 
LTC Foust’s unit replaced in late 2022. 
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            2022 CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Top right to left: Rod Hosler, Sally & Rich Ocker, Walt Duzzny 

Bill & Marge Sweeny, Linda & Jim Shurtleff, guest John Hanson 

Nick & Rose Pacalo, Jeanne & Jim Fairbanks, Mark & Patty Andrews 

Cathy & Al Lind, Janet Oglesby, Linda & Dick Calta , Ralph 

DeLucia, Steve Motika 

Dennis & Esther Gartland 

 

                                             

 

 

 

Way too many shots of the 

elf! 
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Why Join MOAA? 

The Military Officers Association of 
America (MOAA) is the country’s leading 
organization protecting the rights of mili-
tary servicemembers and their families. 
Those who belong to MOAA not only 
lend their voices to a greater cause, but 
they also gain access to extensive bene-
fits tailored to the needs and lifestyles of 
military officers. MOAA members proudly 
hail from every branch of the uniformed 
services. To them, we have made the 
same promise that they have made to 
their country: NEVER STOP SERVING. 

To Join MOAA National: use the 
web site www.moaa.org/join or call 800-
234-6622   

BECOME A MOAA NATIONAL  
PREMIUM (ANNUAL) OR LIFE 

MEMBER: 
The Chapter currently has 129 members: 
35 Life members, 27 Premium (Annual) 
Members, and 48 Basic members. Pre-
mium (Annual) and Life level of member-
ship allows members full access to all 
MOAA benefits, travel service, free infor-
mation publications, and discounts at 
many MOAA supported businesses. 
Basic member are MOAA National mem-
bers, but pay no National MOAA dues 
and only have access to the MOAA web-
site receiving just the electronic newslet-
ter.  Paying Premium or Life member 
dues also funds the programs sponsored 
by MOAA, and more important MOAA’s 
lobbying efforts with Congress.  Get full 
MOAA National benefits by becoming a 
Premium or Life member. Use the MOAA 
web site www.moaa.org/join or call 1-800
-234-6622 

KEEP MOAA NATIONAL  
INFORMED 

 
Personal information listed on the MOAA 
National membership roster can only be 
changed by you, the individual member. 
Correct your information via your login at 
www.moaa.org, “My Profile” Information 
or call 1-800-234-6622. Changes include: 

 address 
 email 
 telephone number  
 rank or military status 

 

MSVC MEMBERSHIP  
RENEWAL - 2023 

 
$20 for members and 
spouse membership. 

 
Pay online: http://msvc-
moaa.org/membership 
 
Or by mail: 

 
MSVC-MOAA  
PO Box 5342 
Poland, OH    
             44514 
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January Membership Corner 
By David J Di Tallo, 2nd Vice Pres/Membership 
Chair 

 

Our chapter begins the 2023 calendar 
year with seven (7) new members from 
this time last year.  We currently stand at 
129 chapter members, of who 113 are 
also MOAA members (Basic, Premium, 
and Life). 
 

A special note of thanks is due to our Stu-
dent Affairs Director, Stephen Motika, for 
recruiting all seven of last year’s newly-
commissioned Army Second Lieutenants 
from Youngstown State University and 
those members who convinced friends, 
neighbors, and acquaintances to join 
MOAA and our local chapter.  THANK 
YOU! 
 

Unfortunately, we had five (5) existing 
chapter members who did not wish to re-
new their 2022 membership or who were 
disenrolled due to non-payment of dues.   
 

Thanks are also in order to those mem-
bers who have already renewed their 
memberships for 2023, allowing us to col-
lect close to 40% of our annual due al-
ready.  This allows us to continue to fund 
our ongoing operations, such as maintain-
ing an award winning website, insurance, 
payment processing fees, and mailings.   
 

Membership renewals in the amount of 
$20 are due not later than April 1, 
2023.  If you fly south for the winter or hi-
bernate until March, please pay your dues 
online at our secure chapter website or 
mail us a check!  
 

The best recruiting tool we have contin-
ues to be word of mouth.  Please make 
use of our “Bring a Friend” program - 
invite a current, former, or retired Com-
missioned or Warrant Officer and/or their  

current or surviving 
spouse to one of our 
monthly events, and the 
chapter will cover the cost 
of their meal(s).  
Also, please continue to 
use our “Be Our Guest” 
cards, which you can 
hand someone you may 
not know personally.  If 
they qualify for chapter 
membership, they can 
attend a lunch or dinner 
meeting at no cost.  Con-
tact me if you need any 
“Be Our Guest” cards. 
 

Please contact me at 

msvcmoaa@gmail.com 

or call me at  (330) 758-

8597 if you have any 

questions regarding your 

membership, “Bring a 

Friend”, or “Be Our 

Guest”.  

This Newsletter is published by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter 
(MSVC), which is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are non-partisan. Any 
advertisements that appear in this publication/website also do not reflect an 
endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. Articles in this newsletter, are the 
opinions solely of the individual authors and do not necessarily express the 
policy or opinions of the newsletter’s editor or publisher, nor do they reflect an 
endorsement by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter or the national or-
ganization of the Military Officers Association of America, unless so indicated 
[Copyright 2016, Military Officers Association of American All rights reserved.] 
Questions or comments should be directed to: LTC Roderick A. Hosler, USA, 
Ret.; P.O. Box 5342; Poland, OH 44514; E-mail: msvcmoaa@gmail.com . 

http://www.moaa.org/join
http://www.moaa.org/join
http://www.moaa.org
http://msvc-moaa.org/membership
http://msvc-moaa.org/membership
mailto:msvcmoaa@gmail.com
mailto:msvcmoaa@gmail.net
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MSVC Board Members: 

President: Rod Hosler, LTC, USA, (Ret)    
hosler1@zoominternet.net    330-788-3270 

1st Vice President: Bruce Bille, LT. USN. (Fmr)            
bbille.usna.82@gmail.com  330-333-0397 

2nd Vice President: Dave Di Tallo, CDR, USN, 
(Ret) 
david.ditallo@gmail.com  330-758-8597 

Secretary: Al Lind, LT, USN, (Fmr)
alcalind@zoominternet.net  330-757-0336 

Treasurer: Florence Hosler, LT, USN, (Fmr)
hoslerfm@zoominternet.net  330-788-3270 

Members at Large: 
 
Walter Duzzny, COL, USA, (Ret.) 
colduzz@zoominternet.net  330-792-7068 
 
John Marino, LTC , USA, Ret. 
jamco@att.net  330-533-6386 
 
Stephen J. Motika, MAJ, USA, (Ret.) 
smm6162@aol.com  330-647-1704 
 
Ralph DeLucia, CPT, USA, (Fmr)
rok31A@msn.com  330-727-9205 
 

Dennis Gartland, CPT, USA, (Fmr) 
gartlanddj2@yahoo.com  (330) 637-4843 

 

 

Walt’s Words of Wisdom:  
Or what you need to know 

 
 

  TAKE-A WAYS 
      * Over 390,000 members in MOAA 
      * You are working to protect the rights of military  
         service members and their families 
      * Established 1929     
      * Highlights, supporting post 9/11 GI Bill, repeal  
        retiree COLA cuts, gaining highest pay raise for  
        military in 20 years 
       *Increase  of veterans serving in Congress 

 
 
 

MSVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2023 

                      MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

[Note: Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings are 
held at A La Cart Catering, Canfield.]  
[Dinner Meetings - 5:30 PM gathering, 6:00 PM dinner 
served.] 
[Lunch Meetings - 11:30 AM gathering, 12:00/Noon 
lunch served.] 
 
JANUARY 20 – Luncheon Meeting and officer in-
duction. Program: TBD 

FEBRUARY 17 – Luncheon Meeting, Program: 
TBD 
MARCH 17 – Luncheon Meeting, Program: TBD 
APRIL 20 – ROTC/JROTC/Commissionee’s 
Recognition Dinner. 
MAY 18 – Dinner Meeting, Program: Motika/Lind 
Presentation, Indian Wars Military Artifacts.  
JUNE 15 – Dinner Meeting at Golden Corral Her-
mitage, PA, Program: TBD.  
JULY 20 – Picnic and Gun Shoot at Fish and Game 
Club of Vienna, OH, 4:00 PM. 
AUGUST 17 – Dinner Meeting, Program, TBD 
(Nomination of Officers).  

SEPTEMBER 29 & 30 – OHIO COUNCIL 
OF CHAPTERS, Youngstown Air Re-
serve Base 
OCTOBER 20 – Lunch Meeting (Annual Business 
Meeting)  
NOVEMBER 17 – Lunch Meeting, Program: TBA.  
DECEMBER 09 – MOAA/ROA Christmas Party and 

Fund Raiser,  3:30 PM gathering, 4:00 Dinner.  

 

FRIDAY, 20 JANUARY MOAA LUNCH 
MEETING  

The Chapter will conduct its monthly lunch 

meeting on Friday, 20 January at 12:00/Noon 

at A La Cart Catering in Canfield.  The pro-

gram is Elder Scams and Prevention present-

ed by our member, Dave Long who has a long 

career in law enforcement. Please arrive be-

tween 11:30 AM and 12:00. Reservation for 

the lunch must be received not later than Tues. 

17 January at msvcmoaa@gmail.com or (330) 

788-3270.  [Please NOTE: If you make a reser-

vation and do not attend, we request you remit 

the cost of the meal as the Chapter must pay 

for the reserve meals count. Thank you for 

your understanding.]  Hope to see you all there 

to support our chapter.  
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