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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Roderick Hosler
EDITORIAL COMMENTARY:

Autumn has officially begun. Winter and the
end of the year will be upon us before you know
it. October is an important time for our chapter be-
cause we will be electing a new slate of officers to lead
the chapter. For those that have stepped up to the
challenge, | congratulate you for your fidelity and the
spirit of what it means to be an officer in our armed
services.

October is also an important month in that Congress
appropriates the funds necessary to run the govern-
ment. It is astonishing that Congress has not passed
a budget since 1998. For the past twenty eight years
or so, Congressed has failed to fund the govern-
ment. Instead, they pass continuing resolutions, a
stop gap measure for a short duration funding. Fund-
ing the government has become a political hot potato
with “the citizens of the nation being held hostage” by
the political whims of politicians. This is totally inex-
cusable that shows the contempt our elected repre-
sentatives show for the country. Shame on Con-
gress. Tothem itis about power over the peo-

ple. We all have to live by a budget, but not congress
and the government.

There are only two things the Constitution mandates
regarding spending: first to raise and support armies
(Article I, Section 8) and second to provide and main-
tain a navy (Article |, Section 8). Everything else is
secondary. Even when the government shuts down,
taxes are still collected, even though no services are
provided. Congress used to compromise on legisla-
tion and funding for the greater national good. But in
the 2000s there was a shift away from the ideological
“center” when one party attempted to take con-

trol. Since then, no compromise has taken place and
legislation and funding have been taken over by the
extremes of each party, but mostly from the left that
has dominated congress for the past fifteen years or

so. It's my way or the highway has been the Cont pg 4

THURSDAY, 21 AUGUST 2025 DINNER MEETING
ROLLUP:

MOAA-MSVC hosted its monthly dinner meeting
on Thursday, 18 September 2025 at A La Cart Catering in
Canfield. The program was Ohio Public Utilities Commis-
sion Energy Choice Ohio Program and the speaker was
Ms. Barbara Bossart. Interesting topic about the Ohio
Public Utilities Commission Energy Choice Ohio Program
and the cost savings of choice. There were 22 members
in attendance.

Ms Barbara Bossert accepting the MSVC flag
set from Pres. Rod Hosler

MONTHLY MEETING DATE/DAY CHANGE:
MOAA-MSVC monthly dinner meetings will change to
FRIDAYs beginning in October. We’'ll gather at 11:30 AM
with the dinner/luncheon and program beginning at 12:00/
Noon. Mark your calendars.

MSVC-MOAA
PO Box 5342
Poland, OH 44514

WWW.MSVC-MOAA.ORG
msvcmoaa@gmail.com
WWW.MOAA.ORG




LEGISLATIVE CONTACTS:
MOAA Legislative Update moaa.org/takeaction
or 1-800-234-6622 ext. 215

President Donald J. Trump (R)

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington DC 20500
Switchboard: 202-456-1414 www.whitehouse.gov

OHIO

Senator Bernie Moreno (R) U.S. Senate
B33 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

(202) 224-2315
www.moreno.senate.gov

Senator Jon Husted (R) U.S. Senate
SR-198 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

P# 202-224-3353
www.husted.senate.gov

Representative Michael A. Rulli (R)
U.S. Congressional OH District 6
2082 Rayburn House Office
Washington, 20525

DC Phone: (202) 225-5705
www.rulli.house.gov

Representative David P. Joyce (R)
U.S. Congressional OH District 14
2065 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC, 20515-3514
Phone: (202) 225-5731

PENNSYLVANIA

Dave McCormick (R) U.S. Senate
SD-B40C Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Phone 202-228-5306
www.mccormick.senate.gov

Senator John Fetterman (D)

B40B Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-4254 www.fetterman.senate.gov/

Representative Mike Kelly (R)

U.S. Congressional PA District 16
1707 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC

(202) 225-5406

www.kelly.house.gov

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Ohio Ohio Legislature

Pennsylvania Pa Legis Notifications

MSVC Board Members:

President: Rod Hosler, LTC, USA, (Ret)
hosler1@zoominternet.net 330-788-3270

1st Vice President: Dave Di Tallo, CDR, USN, (Ret)
Program Chair
david.ditallo@gmail.com 703-859-3523

2nd Vice President: Florence M. Hosler, LT, USNR,
(Fmr) Membership Chair
hoslerfm@zoominternet.net 330 788 3270

Secretary: Al Lind, LT, USN, (Fmr)
alcalind@zoominternet.net 330-757-0336

Treasurer: Bruce Bille, LT, USN, (Fmr)
bbille.usna.82@gmail.com 330 219-2473

Members at Large:

Joseph Mersol, Maj, USA, (Ret.)
Legislative Liaison
imersol@gmail.com , 330 565-3328

Stephen J. Motika, MAJ, USA, (Ret.)
Student Affairs Liaison
smm6162@aol.com 330-647-1704

Ralph DeLucia, CPT, USA, (Fmr)
YARS Base Community Council Liaison
rok31A@msn.com 330-727-9205

Historian: Dennis Gartland, CPT, USA, (Fmr)
gartlanddj2@yahoo.com (330) 637-4843

Chaplain: Dave Long, MAJ, USA (Ret)
boarderlinepao@gmail.com

Military Officers Association of America

[[[TMoRA

This Newsletter is published by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter (MSVC), which
is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affili-
ated chapters and councils are non-partisan. Any advertisements that appear in this
publication/website also do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. Articles
in this newsletter, are the opinions solely of the individual authors and do not necessarily
express the policy or opinions of the newsletter’s editor or publisher, nor do they reflect
an endorsement by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter or the national organization
of the Military Officers Association of America, unless so indicated [Copyright 2016, Mili-
tary Officers Association of American All rights reserved.] Questions or comments should
be directed to: LTC Roderick A. Hosler, USA, Ret.; P.O. Box 5342; Poland, OH 44514, E-
mail: msvcmoaa@gmail.com .
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MSVC-MOAA Legislative SITREP — October 2025
(From your friendly neighborhood legislative liaison,
still caffeinated and proud to serve.)

Situation Report: “Operation Keep Calm and Carry
On — Even During a Shutdown”

The D.C. machine is at it again. The recent federal
shutdown created enough confusion to make even the
Pentagon’s coffee pot look operationally challenged.
But here’s the quick sitrep for our troops, retirees, and
families:

TRICARE and VA Care: Medical services continue
(thankfully, your prescriptions won’t go MIA).

Military Pay: Congress authorized back pay for active-
duty personnel — but as one MOAA article put it,
“timing is everything.” So, yes, you'll get paid — even-
tually.

Retiree Pay and VA Benefits: Unaffected, unless the
shutdown lasts longer than an Army safety briefing.
Commissaries and Base Services: Expect limited hours
and more “Sorry, we’re closed” signs than a Friday at
1600.

MOAA'’s Mission: Still standing guard — ensuring poli-
ticians remember that national defense doesn’t pause
for politics.

NDAA 2026: The “Better Late Than Never” Bill

The House version of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act (NDAA) came with a few new tools in the kit
bag:

TRICARE Reform: Expect a modernization effort that
might actually improve access and transparency — or
at least make your next call to a TRICARE rep shorter
than a deployment.

Military Housing Upgrades: The bill prioritizes safer
and cleaner living conditions for service members and
families. (No more mold inspections disguised as “field
exercises.”)

Pay Raise: Still on the table. MOAA’s working to en-
sure the annual raise keeps up with inflation — not just
the price of coffee at the PX.

Family Support Initiatives: Increased childcare re-
sources and spouse employment support. Because,
apparently, Congress has realized that families serve
too.

VOTE SMART. VOTE EARLY. VOTE INFORMED.
It's election season, folks — and while you can’t call in
an airstrike on bad policy, you can cast a ballot. Here’s
how to get yours:

Mahoning County, OH: vote.mahoningcountyoh.gov
Trumbull County, OH: boe.co.trumbull.oh.us
Columbiana County, OH: columbiana.ohioboe.com
Lawrence County, PA: lawrencecountypavotes.gov
Most counties allow absentee ballot requests online —
but don’t wait for “manana.”

Remember: Ballots are like MREs — they only work if
you open them before expiration.

Final Word from Major Joe

Your mission this month: stay informed, stay involved,
and stay amused.

Cont. next Colom

Leg. Input cont:

Whether it’'s updating your chapter roster, helping a fellow
vet, or making sure your vote counts, remember — free-
dom isn’t free, but participation is.

Now go grab that coffee, check your TRICARE portal, and
maybe — just maybe — give Congress a polite reminder
that “Readiness” starts with reliability.

Respectfully submitted,

Major Joe Mersol, Legislative Liaison
Mahoning—Shenango Valleys Chapter, MOAA

Surviving Spouse Corner:
Florence Hosler, Surviving Spouse Liaison

Protect Your Health and Wealth
By: Pat Green

Suppose you suffer a debilitating accident or a devastating
stroke (these affect both young and old) and you are una-
ble to care for yourself, temporarily or permanently. You
might think, “How would | handle that?” First, with the as-
sistance of loved ones, and second, with pre-planning for
long term care.

Long term care can be expensive and location-dependent.
The median cost in the U.S. in 2024 was:

e $30-$40 per hour for in-home care
e $4,000 to $6,000 per month for assisted living
e $100,000 per year for nursing home care

This is not petty cash. Outlays such as these require care-
ful planning. Fortunately, there are some ways to handle
these expenses, such as:

Insurance Products

A long term care insurance policy may cover home care,
adult day care, assisted living, and nursing facilities. Your
age, health metrics, and amount of coverage desired es-
tablish the premium base. Both the premium and the cov-
erage can have inflation increments built in. These premi-
ums are much more affordable in the mid-40s or 50s ages.
Hybrid life insurance with a long term care rider may be
purchased. The policy accelerates the death benefit as
you use it. Any remaining policy value passes to benefi-
ciaries as a death benefit.

Self Funding

An annuity you own might offer a long term care payout or
a guaranteed income stream that can be applied to health

costs.

You could also use your personal savings, investment ac-
counts, or retirement accounts to pay for care.

Another option might be converting your homestead and/

or vacation home to a rental to create an income

Conton pg. 5
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Pres. Msg. cont:

mantra of the liberal left. Too bad political person-
alities and ideologies get in the way of governing.

Will the shutdown come to an end soon? We all
hope so. Our geo-political foes must be smacking
their lips over the inability of the government to
function properly. As Ronald Reagan said,
“Government is not the solution, Government is the
problem.”

“It’s important that people know what
you stand for, and what you won’t.”

The chapter continues to be out in the pub-
lic providing support for needy causes. Recently,
Florence and Rod Hosler assisted Bluecoats of
Youngstown with their participation in the Summlt
County Veterans Stand Down  gugs
in Akron on 9 September and
the Trumbull County Stand
Down on 25 September. Vet-
erans receive information,
services and clothing at these
stand downs. There were at |
least three-hundred in Akron
and thirty at Warren.

Rod and Rose Ann Panning of the Blue Coats in
Warren

ELECTIONS TO FILL MOAA-MSVC LEADER-
SHIP POSITIONS

We Want You! We need your help! All
organizations need strong and vibrant leaders to
continue the job of keeping the organization go-
ing. Our chapter is no different. Please consider
becoming a chapter officer or board of directors
member. You’ve learned and practiced leadership
while in the military and continued those skills in
your civilian endeavors. The MSVC Chapter can
use your expertise and help. It's not difficult or
time consuming.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 2026 — 2028

Officer Positions Nominee

President Dave Di Tallo, USN

1st Vice President Joe Mersol, USA

2rd Vice President OPEN

Treasurer Brice Bille, USN

Secretary (Appointed) Al Lind, USN

Board Member at Large Ralph DelLucia, USA
MOAA Webinar & BCC Liaison

Board Member at Large Steve Motika, USA
ROTC/JROTC Liaison

Board Member at Large Florence Hosler, USN
Newsletter editor, Surviving Spouse Liaison
Board Member at Large Dave Long, USA
Chaplain

UPCOMING MSVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2025

MARK YOUR CALENDARS, SO YOU DON’T MISS AN
EVENT OR MEETING

Note: Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings are held
at A La Cart Catering, 249 Lisbon Street, Canfield.
Dinner Meetings (April — September): Gather at 5:30 PM,
Dinner at 6:00 PM.
Lunch Meetings (October — March): Gather at 11:30 AM,
Lunch at 12:00 Noon.

OCT 17 Business Mtg. Election of Board Members
Presentation of grant to Youngstown Blue Jackets

OCT 18 — OCC Quarterly Meeting, NVMM, 10:00 AM -
12:00/Noon, Columbus.

NOV 06 — MSVC Board Meeting, VSC, 10:00 AM - 11:00/
Noon, Youngstown.

NOV 11 — Veterans Day Ceremony, Mahoning County
Courthouse, Youngstown.

NOV 14 — Lunch Meeting, program: VA Death and Burial
Benefits, Nate Walker

DEC 06 — MOAA Christmas Party and Fund Raiser, (12:00-
4:00 PM) A La Cart Catering.

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN OCTOBER:

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN OCTOBER:

OCT 4, 1962: The Cuban Missile Crisis, bringing the world
to the brink of nuclear war.

OCT 6, 2001: Operation Enduring Freedom began, the
twenty years of war in Afghanistan.

OCT 7, 1940: The first U.S. radar installation became oper-
ational in the Panama Canal Zone.

OCT 10, 1940: The U.S. Army adopted airborne troops.
AIRBORNE!!!

OCT 13, 1775: The 2d Continental Congress authorized the
creation of the United States Navy.

OCT 14, 1066: The Battle of Hastings, Norman conquest of
England by William the Conqueror.

OCT 23, 1983: The Grenada Campaign and Beirut barracks
bombing killing nearly 300 marines.




Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter
Membership Requirements

The membership in MSVC shall be composed of:
men and women who are or have been commis-
sioned or warrant officers of the seven United
States uniformed services (Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Ser-
vice). Surviving spouses of deceased individuals
who, if living, would be eligible for membership.
MSVC memberships are open to all eligible people.

Contact : msvc-moaa@gmail.com for more infor-
mation or download the membership form here:
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/
docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf
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BECOME A MOAA NATIONAL
PREMIUM OR LIFE MEMBER:

MOAA National and Chapter membership is
open to all Retired, Former, and Active Officers of
the seven uniformed services and spouses can be-
come Chapter members. Officers on active service
(active or reserve duty) are exempt from paying
chapter member dues.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

MOAA LIFE Membership is the most elite member-
ship category. As a MOAA LIFE Member, you'll re-

ceive all of MOAA's PREMIUM benefits - plus more
- for life. Additional benefits include spouse protec-

tion and direct access to MOAA staff experts on the
dedicated MOAA LIFE Member Hotline.

PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP

MOAA PREMIUM Membership gives you total ac-
cess to everything MOAA has to offer, including our
full spectrum of career and financial resources,
MOAA-exclusive publications, college scholarships
for dependents, and countless discounts on prod-
ucts and travel.

Surviving Spouse cont:

stream. These are emotional decisions. However, your home
or vacation home might no longer be suitable for the new
reality of your living needs. Use a professional to establish
the lease, price, and conditions. It might be possible to pre-
serve that family reunion tradition by carving out that time
frame from the leases. Review any income tax complications
this action may pose. Reverse mortgages are a possibility for
those age 62 and over. These convert your home equity into
tax-free income that you can use to pay for care. These
products are extremely complicated depending on your long-
term housing needs and financial situation. Ask a lot of ques-
tions. Your assets are your tools to finance your new life situ-
ation. Most state and federal programs require you to spend
them down before you use their aid. Please seek the advice
of your family, a financial planner, or trusted advisor before
you act.

Safety Nets

Medicaid is a federal government program administered by
the states. It covers long-term care for those with limited in-
come and assets. States have their unique guidelines, but
most require a spend-down of assets before applying for aid.
Speak to an elder law attorney or advisor. They might be
able to help preserve some of your estate before qualifying
for eligibility. The states have different requirements on as-
sets, income caps, and state residency. Also, not all nursing
facilities accept Medicaid.

The VA’s Aid and Attendance program is a means-tested
benefit available to qualifying veterans and their spouses.
This assistance should be explored with an accredited veter-
ans service officer.

Thoughtful analysis of preparations and solutions for life’s
possibilities can help you ask intelligent questions, make in-
formed decisions, and attend to needs. Your actions will ben-
efit you and your family.

DIRECTORY UPDATES
Rich Morgan new phone no. 724 944-7774

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
By Florence M. Hosler

Mahoning and Shenango Valleys Chapter has opened its
2026 season in accordance with our Chapter Constitution
and Bylaws. Those members that have not renewed their
chapter membership by 1 July are being dropped from our
rolls. If you have discovered that you have not renewed your
chapter dues, you may resubmit your request for member-
ship by attending a meeting or sending a membership appli-
cation (found at out chapter website, msvcmoaa.org. along
with $20.00 membership dues to MSVC-MOAA, P.O. Box
5342, Poland, OH 44514 or WWW.MSVC-MOAA.ORG.
Please contact me at msvemoaa@gmail.com or at (330) 788
-3270.
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ELECTIONS TO FILL MOAA-MSVC LEADERSHIP
POSITIONS

We Want You! We need your help!

All organizations need strong and vibrant
leaders to continue the job of keeping the organiza-
tion going. Our chapter is no different. Please con-
sider becoming a chapter officer or board of direc-
tors member. You've learned and practiced leader-
ship while in military and continued those skills in
your civilian endeavors. The MSVC Chapter can
use your expertise and help. It's not difficult or time
consuming.

The Chapter is looking to fill the Second Vice Presi-
dent position and two board of director posi-

tions. The Board meets the first Thursday of each
month for two hours. Nominations will take place at
our 18 September meeting. Come join us in keeping
the MSVC the best MOAA chapter in the state, if not

the country.
l I ahoning
henango
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MAHONING COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE
COMMISSION

The Mahoning County Veterans Service Commis-
sion (VSC) provides support services; Veterans Ad-
ministration (VA) Claims processing, benefits filing
assistance; financial aid; burial benefits and trans-
portation to the VA Medical Center in Cleveland and
more for all military veterans and their widows. Of-
fices are located at 345 Oak Hill Avenue, Entrance
A, Suite #100, Youngstown, OH 44502. Office open
to the public at 8:00 am. All services are conducted
via appointment by calling the VSC office at (330)
740-2450. The VSC will be moving to a new facil-
ity at 1915 Belmont Avenue (next to the VA Clin-
ic), Youngstown, in November 2025. Visit their
website for more information regarding their many
services.
There are other Veteran Service Commissions in the
area:
Trumbull County, OH: 253 E Market St, Warren,
OH 44481, Ph. (330) 675-2585.
Columbiana County, OH: 7989 Dickey Dr Suite 1,
Lisbon, OH 44432, Ph. (330) 424-7214.
Mercer County, PA: 125 S. Diamond Street, Suite
114. Mercer, PA 16137, Ph: (724) 662-7511.
Lawrence County, PA: 430 Court St, New Castle,
PA 16101, Ph. (724) 656-2180.

MOAA - LUNCHEON MEETING - FRIDAY, 17 OCTOBER
2025
MOAA-MSVC will host its monthly dinner/luncheon meeting
on Friday, 17 October 2025 at A La Cart Catering in Can-
field. This is the beginning of our winter luncheon meeting
schedule. We will begin with a brief business meeting and
election of Board members. The program is Bluecoats of
Youngstown, an organization that provides coats, sleeping
bags, blankets, boots, hats, gloves, and sock, etc. to home-
less veterans and those in need. Additionally, the chapter
will present Bluecoats with a check for $2,500 from a MOAA
National Community Grant. _Check-in starts at 11:30 AM,
with dinner at 12:00/Noon. Dinner/luncheon cost is $20.00
and you may pay for you meal at the door. Please RSVPs
not later than Monday, 13 October, at
msvcmoaa@gmail.com and please let us know if you are
bringing a guest. MARK YOUR CALENDARD NOW and
see you on Friday the 17th.

What Would a Government Shutdown Mean for
Retirement Pay?

This is a partial reprint of a MOAA article by Kevin Lilley.
What Would a Shutdown Mean for Retirement Pay

Retirees and annuitants from the armed services
would continue to receive pay during a government shut-
down, but beneficiaries who served in the commissioned
corps of the U.S. Public Health Service or NOAA lack such
protections.

A passage in the FY 2021 National Defense Authori-
zation Act (NDAA) moved Coast Guard military retiree pay
under the Pentagon’s Military Retirement Fund (MRF), which
allows payments to continue during a funding lapse. While
USPHS and NOAA retirees and annuitants are paid via the
Coast Guard Pay and Personnel Center (PPC), they are not
paid from the MRF. Their service-specific funding streams
would be cut off until funding for the agencies is restored.
Our MSVCRC President, Rod Hosler, want to remind us
about three things to remember before
and during and shutdown:

1. Do not take on any new debt during a shutdown. (Try and
refrain from big ticket Purchases like a new car or house.

2. Prioritize your Spending. Food, Rent, Mortgage, Transpor-
tation. Eat at home.

3. Pay off credit cards, or pay the finance charge and some
part of the principal. Do not pay the interest alone, as the
principal can still keep growing, adding to your debt.

Go to the MOAA Advocacy Page and tell our lawmakers to
Pay our troops during a shutdown.

[TAKE ACTION: Ask Your Lawmakers to Pay Our Troops
During a Shutdown]

Editorials in this newsletter, are the opinions solely of the individual authors and
do not necessarily express the policy or opinions of the newsletter’s editor or pub-
lisher, nor do they reflect an endorsement by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys
Chapter or the national organization of the Military Officers Association of Ameri-
ca.
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