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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
Roderick Hosler 

 

Last month we celebrated the 250th anniver-
sary of the U.S. Army and of George Washington as 
the first Commander-in-Chief of the Continental 
(United States) Army.  Later this year we’ll celebrate 
250 years of the U.S. Marine Corps and U.S. Na-
vy.  These institutional military services that have liter-
ally built this nation and safeguarded it as 
well.   Amazing.  This July 4th, we celebrated the 
249th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence 
and the beginning of our freedom as a sovereign     
republic.  Next year the United States will celebrate it’s 
250 years.  Another great moment in our history.   

 
EDITORIAL COMMENTARY:  Sadly, there is 

an anti-American wind blowing.  In recent years there 
has been an increasing sentiment of anti-American 
philosophy sweeping the country.  The efforts of this 
anti-Americanism is undoubtably  the catalyst of a far 
greater sinister movement to end the United States of 
America as established in 1776 and 1788.  This move-
ment is being fostered  by the liberal left, intellectuals 
in academia, and the wealthy, liberal political elite and 
even leftists judges.  This anti-American cancer has 
infected some in our military, in our government and 
even members in Congress.  Who are they?  You see 
them in the “legacy media,” in the hall of government, 
the Congress and especially in the streets.  Yes, the 
First Amendment protects our right to free speech and 
assembly, but when speech and assembly become 
violent and anti-American, then it verges on insurrec-
tion and possibly treason.  (But we have to separate 
the incident of 6 January 2021 because they are totally 
different in focus and meaning.)  The present anti-
Americans are by doctrine and practice; Communists, 
Socialists, Marxist, Maoist, Fascists and Nazis 
(Fascism and Nazism is not a movement of the right, a 
common misnomer used by the left to deflect and 
mask their existence, but are socialist in doctrine.); 
and even a major political party not in power in Wash-
ington is complicit.   
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JUNE DINNER MEETING ROLLUP OK 

 
The Chapter conducted its June dinner meeting 

on Thursday, 19 June at Golden Corral Restaurant in 
Hermitage, PA. The program was about the importance of 
Cyber Security presented by Mr. Rick Love, Program Di-
rector Cyber Security Center, Linde Pointe Development 
Corp. Mr. Love spoke about the educational programs 
offered to local high school students that give them col-
lege and/or career boosts.  

 Additionally, the Chapter presented a donation of 
$300 to “Camp Corral” for children of wounded or de-
ceased military personnel.  

William Weaver, the Golden Corral manager, is also a Friend of the 
Chapter. Chapter President Rod Hosler presenting the BIG CHECK to 
Mr. Weaver3254 
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HAILS and FAREWELL: 
 

Our Chapter extends a hardy farewell to MAJ  
Mike Briceland who has moved to Florida.   
Bon Voyage and Bonne Chance. 



 

 

MSVC-MOAA July Intel Brief –  

"Stars, Stripes, and Strong Advocacy"  
From the Desk of Major (Ret.) Joe Mersol – Legislative 
Liaison 
 
July’s bursting with more than fireworks – it's packed 
with patriotic anniversaries, veteran milestones, and 
Capitol Hill chess moves. Here's your sitrep on all 
things red, white, and benefit-related. 
Key Military Dates in July 
 
July 4: Independence Day – America's original 'mission 
accomplished'. Time to celebrate with BBQs, flags, and 
a nod to every veteran who carried freedom forward. 
 
July 5: Korean War Begins (1950) – First U.S. ground 
troops land in Korea. A chance to honor our Korean 
War vets. 
 
July 23: Coast Guard Auxiliary Birthday (1939) – Sem-
per Paratus! 
 
July 25: National Hire a Veteran Day – Veterans bring 
mission-first discipline to the civilian workforce. 
 
July 26: Department of the Army Created (1947) & Tru-
man Desegregates the Military (1948) – Big day in DoD 
history. 
 
July 28: Buffalo Soldiers Day – Honoring the post-Civil 
War African American regiments. 
 
July 29: Army Chaplain Corps Birthday – Providing 
strength beyond the battlefield since 1775. 
 
July 30: Post-9/11 GI Bill Signed (2008) – Empowering 
a generation through education. 
 

*On the Hill & In Your Wallet 

VA Pushes for Digital Payments – Still getting your 
benefits via paper check? The VA urges you to switch 
to electronic banking for faster, safer deposits. Visit the 
VA website or call to make the change. 
 

*House VA Budget Bill – Includes key investments in 

toxic exposure care, infrastructure, and vet housing. 
MOAA supports increased oversight to ensure dollars 
reach the front lines of need. 
 
MOAA Meets Armed Services Chair – MOAA leaders 
recently met with House Armed Services Chair Rep. 
Mike Rogers to push for TRICARE protection, military 
pay raises, and better transition support. Keep the 
pressure on your reps! 
 

Stay Informed. Stay Engaged. Visit MOAA.org/

advocacy to contact your lawmakers today! 
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Issues Facing Today's Female Veterans — 'Feeling 
Invisible and Disconnected' 
By Valerie L. Dripchak, PhD, LCSW 

 
Women comprise a growing minority of veterans as more are entering the mili-
tary, serving their country, and being honorably discharged. While the restriction 
of women being assigned to combat units has been only recently lifted, women 
always have served in this predominantly male arena, but their roles have ex-
panded over time. The VA now considers women to be the fastest growing 
group of veterans, but their issues are not discussed as often. 

 
This Newsletter is published by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter (MSVC), which 

is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affili-

ated chapters and councils are non-partisan. Any advertisements that appear in this 

publication/website also do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. Articles 

in this newsletter, are the opinions solely of the individual authors and do not necessarily 

express the policy or opinions of the newsletter’s editor or publisher, nor do they reflect 

an endorsement by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter or the national organization 

of the Military Officers Association of America, unless so indicated [Copyright 2016, Mili-

tary Officers Association of American All rights reserved.] Questions or comments should 

be directed to: LTC Roderick A. Hosler, USA, Ret.; P.O. Box 5342; Poland, OH 44514; E-

mail: msvcmoaa@gmail.com . 

mailto:hosler1@zoominternet.net
mailto:david.ditallo@gmail.com
mailto:hoslerfm@zoominternet.net
mailto:alcalind@zoominternet.net
mailto:bbille.usna.82@gmail.com
mailto:jmersol@gmail.com
mailto:smm6162@aol.com
mailto:rok31A@msn.com
mailto:gartlanddj2@yahoo.com
mailto:boarderlinepao@gmail.com
https://www.socialworktoday.com/archive/ND18p24.shtml
https://www.socialworktoday.com/archive/ND18p24.shtml
mailto:msvcmoaa@gmail.net


 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE CONTACTS:                                
MOAA Legislative Update moaa.org/takeaction  
or 1-800-234-6622 ext. 215 
 
President Donald J. Trump (R)  
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington DC 20500 
Switchboard: 202-456-1414 www.whitehouse.gov  

OHIO 
Senator Bernie Moreno (R) U.S. Senate  
B33 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20510 
(202) 224-2315 
www.moreno.senate.gov  

Senator Jon Husted (R) U.S. Senate  
SR-198 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
P# 202-224-3353 
www.husted.senate.gov  

Representative Michael A. Rulli (R) 
U.S. Congressional OH District 6 
2082 Rayburn House Office                                              
Washington, 20525 
DC Phone: (202) 225-5705 
www.rulli.house.gov                                                  

Representative David P. Joyce (R) 
U.S. Congressional OH District 14 
2065 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20515-3514 
Phone: (202) 225-5731 

PENNSYLVANIA  

Dave McCormick (R) U.S. Senate 

SD-B40C Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Phone 202-228-5306 

www.mccormick.senate.gov  

Senator John Fetterman (D)  
B40B Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

(202) 224-4254 www.fetterman.senate.gov/  

Representative Mike Kelly (R) 
U.S. Congressional PA District 16 

1707 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 

(202) 225-5406  
www.kelly.house.gov 

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS 

Ohio                Ohio Legislature 

Pennsylvania    Pa Legis Notifications    check out the new 
features 

Surviving Spouse Corner:   
Florence Hosler, Surviving Spouse Liaison         
 

Understanding Long-Term Care Insurance Policies 
By: Roy Yenchesky 
 

National statistics show that 70% of Americans will need 
some level of long-term care, which can be a range of ser-
vices and support to meet your personal care needs. Most 
long-term care might be considered non-medical or custo-
dial care. 

The insurance industry definition of long-term care is when 
you cannot perform two of the six activities of daily living: 
toileting, transferring, eating, dressing, bathing, and conti-
nence. Significant cognitive impairment might also result in 
the need for long-term care. 

The cost of long-term care will vary depending on where 
you live. You will need to research the cost of long-term 
care for your local area. Levels of care might include an 
Alzheimer’s disease/dementia care unit, nursing home 
care, assisted living, in-home care, and adult day care. In 
many parts of the country, the cost can be over $100,000 a 
year. 
 
Click on the title link for more information. 

 
Yenchesky is a member of MOAA's Surviving Spouse Advisory Council. 
He has been the Air Capital Chapter’s Surviving Spouse Liaison since 
2019 

JULY MOAA-MSVC DINNER MEETIN NOTICE – 
THURSDAY, 24 JULY 2025 O 

K 

MOAA-MSVC will have its annual picnic and gun shoot on 
Thursday, 24 July 2025 at Vienna Fish and Game Club 
1508 Youngstown-Kingsville Rd (Rte. 193), Vienna, OH 
44473.   

You do not have to participate in the gun shoot to attend 
the picnic dinner.  Check-in starts at 4:30 PM with a 
safety briefing; and bring hearing & eye protection, fire-
arm and ammunition if shooting.  You MUST attend the 
safety briefing to shoot. 

Dinner will be catered by Mission BBQ, and begins at 6:00 
PM.  Please bring a salad or dessert. A donation of $5 per 
dinner is requested for future MSVC programs.  RSVPs not 
later than Monday, 21 July, at msvcmoaa@gmail.com  and 
please let us know if you are bringing a guest. MARK 
YOUR CALLENDAR NOW and see you on the 24th. 

 

 

 

                      We do draw the line at artillery! 
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MSVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2025 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
Note: Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings are held at A 
La Cart Catering, 249 Lisbon Street, Canfield.  
Dinner Meetings (April – September): Gather at 5:30 PM, Dinner 
at 6:00 PM. 
 
JUL 24 – Picnic at Vienna Fish & Game Club, 4:30 - 7:00 PM,  
                Vienna.  
AUG 14 – Dinner Meeting (Steak Fry and Corn Roast), Program:  
     Concerned Veterans for America, Speaker Mr. Adam Miller.       
AUG 15 – D-Day Conneaut, Free bus transportation & lunch.  
                 RSVP required. 
SEP 18 – Dinner Meeting, Program: Youngstown Flight  
            Academy, Speaker:  Mr. Joe Maxin, Head Flight Instructor. 
OCT 17 – Lunch Meeting, Program: Estate Planning and Lessons  
      Learned, Speakers:  MAJ Joe Mersol and Cmdr. David DiTallo. 
NOV 11 – Veterans Day Ceremony, Mahoning County             
                  Courthouse, Youngstown.  
NOV 14 – Lunch Meeting, program: Veterans Issues and  
                  Programs, by Mr. Nate Walker. 
DEC 06 – MOAA Christmas Party and Fund Raiser (12:00-4:00  
                 PM). A La Cart Catering. 

 

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN JULY 
  

 
July 1, 1898: Battle of San Juan Hill, American Victory. 
 

July 1-3, 1863: Battle of Gettysburg, Union Victory. 
 

July 4, 1776: Declaration of Independence Approved. 
 

July 4, 1863: Siege of Vicksburg ends with a Union Victory.  
 

July 5, 1814: Battle of Chippewa, Canada, American Victo-
ry. 
 

July 5, 1950: Korean War Begins, Task Force Smith, first 
U.S. ground action in Korea.  
 

July 14, 1789: Bastille Day, the guillotine becomes the sym-
bol of the French Revolution. Off with their heads! 
 

July 25 1814: Battle of Lundy’s Lane, Canada, American 
Victory. 
 

July 27 1953: Korean War Ends with an Armistice.  
 

July 26 1947: Department of the Army Created. 
 

July 26 1948: Truman Desegregated the Military.  
 

July 29 1775: Army Chaplain Corps Birthday, providing 
strength beyond the battlefield. 
 
 
The first member who emails msvcmoaa@gmail.com with the difference between 
this list and Joe Mersol’s will get 6 free 50/50 tickets at the next meal (August and 
after)  Subject line HISTORY 

 

 

Editorial cont: 

They are using our own Constitution as a 
weapon to bring about the downfall of the United 
States of America as we know it.  This includes the 
“resistance movement” sweeping half of Congress 
and some in the government and many who live 
here.  Demonizing the military and obstructing law 
enforcement personnel in the performance of their 
duty puts their lives in jeopardy.  It has taken fifty or 
so years but it is happening before our eyes and at a 
rapid rate.  It's as if there are “sleeper cells” at work 
in the country.  The question is what is their purpose 
and ultimate goal?   

 

These leftists preach and extol anti-Americanism, 
antisemitic rhetoric, anti-lawful immigration and pro-
terrorist groups. They look to socialism as a cure-all. 
The face of the old Democratic party has gone so-
cialist.  The next step is Communist totalitarianism. 
The only difference between a socialist and a com-
munist is the caliber of their gun and the way they 
enforce their dogma.  This is not the party of Harry 
Truman or JFK, they were true patriots.    

 

So, what can we do as former military officers and 
true patriots?  Become informed as to who the inter-
nal “enemy” is and what is their goal?  Be informed 
by paying attention to the news because the legacy 
media outlets that you know “spin the news” or dis-
tort the facts.  Be informed about the dangers these 
leftist  and anti-American people, legacy news media 
and politicians are spreading.  Educate  the left (and 
they may be family and friends) when they say and 
do things you know are not true or factual or anti-
American.  At our age what do we have to lose?     

 
For all our faults (the United States of Ameri-

ca) it is still the best and greatest country in the 
world.  That’s why so many people risk everything to 
come here (legally) and become citizens.  Many of 
these immigrants know from firsthand experience 
what that they left behind. Communism, socialism, 
Marxism, Maoism, fascism, crime, corruption, loss of 
freedom and liberty. The leftist Anti-Americans never 
talk about what would replace our existing govern-
ment with, but I guess it would look like something 
like Stalin, Mao Zedong, Mussolini, Hitler or any oth-
er petty dictator of the 20th or 21st century.  And no, 
the current U.S. President for all his shortcomings is 
not Hitler, another leftist method to demonize duly 
elected officials.  Now this may seem like a rant on 
my part, but we as former military officers did not risk 
our lives to have our country flushed down the pro-
verbial toilet by the left without a fight.    

  
As Friedrich Nietzsche said. “That which 

does not kill us makes us stronger.”  Be honest in 
your convictions, there is too much to lose if you 
don’t.  Thanks for hearing me out.  

                                            Rod Hosler 
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Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter  

Membership Requirements 

The membership in MSVC shall be composed of: 
men and women who are or have been commis-
sioned or warrant officers of the seven United 
States uniformed services (Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Ser-
vice). Surviving spouses of deceased individuals 
who, if living, would be eligible for membership. 
MSVC memberships are open to all eligible people. 

Contact :  msvc-moaa@gmail.com   for  more infor-
mation or download the membership form here: 
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/
docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BECOME A MOAA NATIONAL  
PREMIUM OR LIFE MEMBER:  

MOAA National and Chapter membership is 
open to all Retired, Former, and Active Officers of 
the seven uniformed services and spouses can be-
come Chapter members. Officers on active service 
(active or reserve duty) are exempt from paying 
chapter member dues.   

 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
MOAA LIFE Membership is the most elite member-
ship category. As a MOAA LIFE Member, you'll re-
ceive all of MOAA's PREMIUM benefits - plus more 
- for life. Additional benefits include spouse protec-
tion and direct access to MOAA staff experts on the 
dedicated MOAA LIFE Member Hotline. 

PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP                                 
MOAA PREMIUM Membership gives you total ac-
cess to everything MOAA has to offer, including our 
full spectrum of career and financial resources, 
MOAA-exclusive publications, college scholarships 
for dependents, and countless discounts on prod-
ucts and travel. 

 Renewing Your Military ID Card Just Got Easier –  

Here’s What You Need to Know! 

 
From the desk of your friendly neighborhood Legislative Liai-
son, MSVC-MOAA 
Attention all officers and spouses still rockin’ those laminated 
badges of honor – if your Uniformed Services ID card is get-
ting close to expiration, you might be able to skip the line and 
renew it online from the comfort of your own command post 
(aka your kitchen table). 
Here’s the sitrep: 

Who Can Renew Online? 
Retirees, dependents, and other folks with “sponsor privileg-
es” (that’s fancy talk for people allowed to hold a military ID) 
might be eligible to renew online if your current card hasn’t 
expired yet and you don’t need to change anything like your 
name or photo. 

How It Works: 
 The online renewal lets you: 

   Keep your same photo 
  Keep your current info (no changes) 
  Order a shiny new next-gen card with updated security     

features. Then they’ll mail it right to your FOB (Forward 
Operating Base… okay, home). 

 How to Start: 
Go to https://www.cac.mil/Next-Generation-Uniformed-
Services-ID-Card/Renewing-Online/ 
Follow the steps to see if you're eligible. If not, it’ll direct you 
to schedule an in-person appointment the old-fashioned way 
(cue the 0600 wake-up call and a line around the building). 

Why It Matters: 
This is a big win for convenience and security. These new 
cards are tougher to fake and easier to scan—think of them 
as the upgraded Humvee of ID cards. 
So if you’re due for a renewal and want to stay 
squared away without the in-person hassle, check if 
you qualify online. And remember—your ID card isn’t 
just a piece of plastic. It’s your key to benefits, base 
access, and a proud symbol of your service. 

Mission BBQ is honoring our Korean War 

Veterans on Sunday, July 27th (Armistice 

Day).  They will be offering free sandwiches 

for these veterans at the restaurants.   

Remember this about the Korean War: The 

men were drafted; the women volunteered. 

Loretta Swit 
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