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We begin the lazy and hazy days of summer in June. 
The year is almost half over and there are still many 
great MSVC meetings and programs in our future. 
We’ve got a great program scheduled for June in Her-
mitage’s Golden Corral with Cyber Security. July is our 
annual picnic and shoot at the Vienna Fish and Game 
Club and at our August steak fry and corn roast where 
we’ll hear about the Concerned Veterans for America 
program.  Even though many of you will be on vaca-
tion, make time to attend our monthly meetings. Noth-
ing will kill an organization faster than for members not 
to attend meetings. Support your MSVC. 

 

Of all holidays in the United States, Memorial Day is 
by far the most important and sacred. Why, because 
almost 1.20 million military personnel died during our 
many wars. Staggering numbers that needed to be 
remembered. We do so by placing American flags on 
the graves of those that died in the service and the 
veterans that died since leaving military service; and 
by attending services that memorialize that sacri-
fice.  Sadly, many citizens and veterans do not partici-
pate in this homage. On Saturday, 17 May, MSVC-
MOAA had the privilege of placing American flags on 
the graves of military personnel that passed away at 
Calvary Cemetery in Youngstown along with several 
other organizations. The day was cool and overcast, 
no rain. Our section wasn’t very large and it took us 
just under two hours to place flags, but help was need-
ed. Not many chapter members were there to place 
flags. I want to thank Joe Mersol, Bob Lohr, Richard 
Ocker and Don Rasile for helping me place flags. On 
Monday, 26 May, MSVC-MOAA had the solemn honor 
to conduct a Memorial Day Ceremony at Oak Hill 
Cemetery in Youngstown at 8:30 AM. This was a short 
service that lasted about 20 minutes. Again, not many 
chapter members were in attendance. I want to thank 
Dave DiTallo and Jim Shurtleff and Jim’s son Steve  
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MAY  DINNER MEETING ROLLUP OK 

MOAA HOSTS AIR FORCE MEDICAL RESERVE 
LEADER 

 
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) - Ma-
honing and Shenango Valleys Chapter met Thursday, May 
15 at A La Cart Catering in Canfield, OH for dinner and a 
presentation on U.S. Air Force Reserve Medical Readi-
ness from Colonel Giuseppe (“Joey”) DeAbate, USAFR. 
 
Col. DeAbate is the immediate past commander of the 
910th Medical Support Squadron at Youngstown Air Re-
serve Station (YARS), Vienna, OH and a local Nurse 
Practitioner with Mercy Health.  He related his unit’s par-
ticipation in Exercise PATRIOT MEDIC 2024 in Peru to 
illustrate reserve medical readiness and the ability to de-
ploy medical services and casualty evacuation assets from 
austere environments 
 
   
Col DeAbate 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st. Vice. Pres. Dave DiTallo 
presenting Col DeAbate with 
the chapter flag set . 
                                                 Photos: Mike Wisnewski  Cont pg  2 



 

 

        MSVC-MOAA JUNE LEGISLATIVE SITREP  

Theme: Happy 249th Birthday to the U.S. 
Army – Still the Best Damn Fighting Force 
on Earth 

Respectfully Humorous • Mission-
Oriented • Officer-Tested, Spouse-
Approved 

Dear MSVC Warriors and Patriots, 

Grab your ruck and your coffee — June’s 
Legislative Update is locked, loaded, and 
heading downrange with a full magazine 
of intel. We’re marching into summer with 
Army pride (hooah!), big debates on Capi-
tol Hill, and legislative skirmishes that 
could shape the future for our veterans 
and their families. So, let’s lace up our 
boots and dig into the latest from the 
front lines of federal policy. 

Happy Birthday, U.S. Army! 

Since 1775, America’s Army has been roll-
ing deep — from Valley Forge to Baghdad, 
the Big Green Machine has led the way. As 
we mark the Army’s 249th birthday, we 
honor every Soldier past and present who 
answered the call. To our Army members: 
even the Marines tip their covers today. 

Caregivers in the Fight: Senate Eyes 
MOAA-Backed Support Bill 

The Senate recently held a hearing on a 
MOAA-supported bill aimed at strengthen-
ing the Program of Comprehensive Assis-
tance for Family Caregivers (PCAFC). 
Translation: this effort is designed to rein-
force the unsung heroes who shoulder 
the burden at home — veteran caregivers. 

Right now, there's inconsistency in eligibil-
ity and appeals processes, particularly 
for pre-9/11 veterans. This bill would:        
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Presidents Message cont: 
 
 and two grandchildren for participating and assisting me 
in this remembrance. Grace Shurtleff placed the wreath at 
the flag pole and her brother Garrison played taps. There 
were three “civilians” that observed the ceremony.  I had 
hoped more chapter members would have participated in 
these two programs.  
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LEGISLATIVE CONTACTS:                                
MOAA Legislative Update moaa.org/takeaction  
or 1-800-234-6622 ext. 215 
 
President Donald J. Trump (R)  
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington DC 20500 
Switchboard: 202-456-1414 www.whitehouse.gov  

OHIO 
Senator Bernie Moreno (R) U.S. Senate  
B33 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20510 
(202) 224-2315 
www.moreno.senate.gov  

Senator Jon Husted (R) U.S. Senate  
SR-198 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
P# 202-224-3353 
www.husted.senate.gov  

Representative Michael A. Rulli (R) 
U.S. Congressional OH District 6 
2082 Rayburn House Office                                              
Washington, 20525 
DC Phone: (202) 225-5705 
www.rulli.house.gov                                                  

Representative David P. Joyce (R) 
U.S. Congressional OH District 14 
2065 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20515-3514 
Phone: (202) 225-5731 

PENNSYLVANIA  

Dave McCormick (R) U.S. Senate 

SD-B40C Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Phone 202-228-5306 

www.mccormick.senate.gov  

Senator John Fetterman (D)  
B40B Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

(202) 224-4254 www.fetterman.senate.gov/  

Representative Mike Kelly (R) 
U.S. Congressional PA District 16 

1707 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 

(202) 225-5406  
www.kelly.house.gov 

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS 

Ohio                Ohio Legislature 

Pennsylvania    Pa Legis Notifications    check out the new 
features 

Surviving Spouse Corner:   
Florence Hosler, Surviving Spouse Liaison         
 

Support Is Needed for Surviving Spouses Legislation 
By: Dr. Vivianne Wersel 
 
In April, MOAA members — including members of MOAA’s 
Surviving Spouse Advisory Council — gathered in the na-
tion’s capital for Advocacy in Action, a day to visit lawmak-
ers and advocate for key issues. This year, MOAA identi-
fied five issues for members to discuss. Learn more in this 
event wrap-up. 

 Your voice still holds power even if you could not attend 
Advocacy in Action in person. Members, friends, and family 
— including non-members — can use MOAA’s Legislative 
Action Center to support legislation, including bills affecting 
military survivors and families, from anywhere. 

 MOAA tracks and advocates for legislation that affects mil-
itary surviving spouses and dependents. MOAA offers an 
easy way to reach out to your elected officials about these 
bills through its Legislative Action Center.  

 Dr. Wersel was born and raised in a Marine Corps family. She has a 
long career in military medicine as an audiologist serving military, veter-
ans, and their families and she has been a stalwart advocate for military 
families, testifying 20 times before Congress.  
 

JUNE MOAA-MSVC DINNER MEETIN NOTICE – 
THURSDAY, 19 JUNE 2025 O 

K 

MOAA-MSVC will have its monthly dinner meeting on 
Thursday, 19 June 2025 at Golden Corral, 1025 N. Her-
mitage Rd, Hermitage, PA.  The program is Cybersecurity 
Security, Speaker:  Mr. Rick Love, Program Director. Cy-
bersecurity Center, Linde Pointe Development Corpora-
tion. Check-in starts at 5:30 PM, with dinner at 6:00 
PM.  Dinner cost is under $20.00 and pay at the door.   

Please NOTE, there is some construction on I–80 at or 
near PA Route 18 into Hermitage that may cause some 
delay. An alternate route may be going east bound on I–
80, exit at EXIT 234B on to U.S. Route 62 toward Shaton, 
PA. Continue on U.S. Route 62 through Sharon toward 
Hermitage. At major intersection of U.S. Route 62 and PA 
Route 18, turn left, proceed about one mile, Golden Corral 
on the left.                                              MARK YOUR 
CALLENDAR NOW and see you on the 19th. 
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MSVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2025 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
Note: Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings are held at A 
La Cart Catering, 249 Lisbon Street, Canfield.  
Dinner Meetings (April – September): Gather at 5:30 PM, Dinner 
at 6:00 PM. 
 
JUL 24 – Picnic at Vienna Fish & Game Club, 4:30 - 7:00 PM,  
                Vienna.  
AUG 14 – Dinner Meeting (Steak Fry and Corn Roast), Program:  
     Concerned Veterans for America, Speaker Mr. Adam Miller.       
AUG 15 – D-Day Conneaut, Free bus transportation & lunch.  
                 RSVP required. 
SEP 18 – Dinner Meeting, Program: Youngstown Flight  
            Academy, Speaker:  Mr. Joe Maxin, Head Flight Instructor. 
OCT 17 – Lunch Meeting, Program: Estate Planning and Lessons  
      Learned, Speakers:  MAJ Joe Mersol and Cmdr. David DiTallo. 
NOV 11 – Veterans Day Ceremony, Mahoning County             
                  Courthouse, Youngstown.  
NOV 14 – Lunch Meeting, program: Veterans Issues and  
                  Programs, by Mr. Nate Walker. 
DEC 06 – MOAA Christmas Party and Fund Raiser (12:00-4:00  
                 PM). A La Cart Catering. 

 

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN JUNE 
  

04 Jun 1944 – Rome is liberated by the U.S. 5th Army. 
05-07 Jun 1942 – Japanese Bomb Dutch Harbor and land    
                              in the Aleutian Islands of Alaska.  
06 Jun 1942 – Battle of Midway, U.S. Naval victory.  
06 Jun 1944 – D-DAY, Allied invasion of Normandy,  
                        France, Allied Victory. 
12 Jun 1948 – Women's Armed Services Integration Act. 
13 Jun 1775 – Battle of Bunker Hill. 
14 Jun 1775 – Continental Army established leading to the  
                        United States Army.  
14 Jun 1775 – George Washington appointed General and  
                      Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. 
14 Jun 1777 – American flag adopted. Flag Day.  
18 Jun 1812 – U.S. declares  war against Great Britain. 
22 Jun 1942 – Pledge of Allegiance Recognized by              
                        Congress. 
22 Jun 1944 – GI Billed Signed Into Law. 
24 Jun 1948 – Soviet Russia began a blockade of Berlin. 
25 Jun 1950 – Korean War Began. 
25 & 26 1876 – Battle of the Little Bighorn.  
30 Jun 2008 – Post 9/11 GI Bill Signed Into Law. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bombing of Dutch Harbor  on Amaknak Island in Unalaska, 
Alaska.   

 

• Establish clearer eligibility standards 
• Provide stronger support services 
• Ensure transparency and fairness in the 

appeals process 

          MOAA stood tall and testified in support  

-because behind every wounded warri-
or, there’s often a caregiver waging their 
own quiet war at home. Let’s give them 
the resources they need to keep fighting 
that good fight. 

The NDAA, Budget, and Washington’s 
Groundhog Day 

Congress is once again in gridlock for-
mation as they try to pass the FY 2025 
National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) and the federal budget. Spoiler 
alert: there’s a tug-of-war brewing be-
tween necessary defense priorities and 
broader domestic spending caps. 

What’s on the table? 

• MOAA is pushing to preserve TRICARE 
benefits, protect military family housing, 
and maintain quality-of-life funding 

 
• The House and Senate are debating DoD 

pay raises, military construction, and 
health care investments 

This may look like the same old parade of par-
tisan politics, but the outcomes matter — es-
pecially if you care about commissary access, 

prescription costs, and whether your base 
housing has running water and working air 

conditioning. 

 DoD Budget: Bigger Pie, Smaller Slices?    

          MOAA President Lt. Gen. Brian Kelly (USAF, 
Ret.) offered sharp insight on the proposed DoD 
budget bump. On paper, it looks like a win — but 
Gen. Kelly warns that rising inflation, global tensions, 
and  Cont pg 5 



 

 

Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter  

Membership Requirements 

The membership in MSVC shall be composed of: 
men and women who are or have been commis-
sioned or warrant officers of the seven United 
States uniformed services (Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Ser-
vice). Surviving spouses of deceased individuals 
who, if living, would be eligible for membership. 
MSVC memberships are open to all eligible people. 

Contact :  msvc-moaa@gmail.com   for  more infor-
mation or download the membership form here: 
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/
docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BECOME A MOAA NATIONAL  
PREMIUM OR LIFE MEMBER:  

MOAA National and Chapter membership is 
open to all Retired, Former, and Active Officers of 
the seven uniformed services and spouses can be-
come Chapter members. Officers on active service 
(active or reserve duty) are exempt from paying 
chapter member dues.   

 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
MOAA LIFE Membership is the most elite member-
ship category. As a MOAA LIFE Member, you'll re-
ceive all of MOAA's PREMIUM benefits - plus more 
- for life. Additional benefits include spouse protec-
tion and direct access to MOAA staff experts on the 
dedicated MOAA LIFE Member Hotline. 

PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP                                 
MOAA PREMIUM Membership gives you total ac-
cess to everything MOAA has to offer, including our 
full spectrum of career and financial resources, 
MOAA-exclusive publications, college scholarships 
for dependents, and countless discounts on prod-
ucts and travel. 

capped federal spending across non-defense 
areas are creating tough choices. 

Key takeaways from the General’s sitrep: 

• larger DoD budget can improve readiness, recruit-
ment, and force modernization 

 
• But there are looming threats to earned benefits 

if Congress robs Peter (DoD) to pay Paul (non-
defense priorities) 

 
• Veterans’ health care, retiree benefits, and hous-

ing stipends must remain sacred ground 

MOAA’s message is clear: Don't balance the 
federal budget on the backs of service mem-
bers, retirees, and survivors. We earned these 
benefits with sweat, sacrifice, and silence. 

MISSION READY: MOAA Community Outreach 
Grant Update 

A quick celebratory shoutout: Our Mahoning 
and Shenango Valleys Chapter has been award-
ed a $2,500 Community Outreach Grant from 
National MOAA! That’s right — we made the 
highlight reel. This grant allows us to continue 
engaging local veterans and their families 
through programs that leave a lasting impact. 

CLOSING THOUGHT 

As we honor the Army’s 249 years of service, we’re 
reminded of a simple truth: Freedom isn’t free, and 
democracy doesn’t run on autopilot. MOAA is fighting 
on Capitol Hill, and you can help by staying informed, 
engaging your legislators, and sharing these updates 
with fellow officers and spouses.                                                    
Until next time — keep your powder dry, your bene-
fits secure, and your sense of humor locked and load-
ed.                                                                                     
Respectfully in service,                                                 
MAJ Joe Mersol, USA (Ret.) Legislative Liaison                

MSVC-MOAA 
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