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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Roderick Hosler

The country continues to chug along despite the differ-
ences we have as citizens. |s the country divided, un-
fortunately it is. Who is right and who is wrong is a
matter of perspective. Everyone believes they are in
the right and minds cannot be changed no matter what
logic is placed in front of you. Sad state of affairs
when truth, evidence and reason do not make a differ-
ence in our continued dialogue.

This is a special year for the United States. Itis the
250th Anniversary of the beginning of the American
Revolution, 1775. There may be parallels here with
what is happening today, but | think not. 1775 saw an
oppressive government in England dictating the every-
day lives of the people in Colonial America. The
“rights of Englishmen” in the colonies meant nothing to
the tyrannical government of the Crown. There are no
parallels here and any attempt to do so skews the true
meaning of the American Revolution.

Even before the Declaration of Independence was
penned (4 July 1776), the Second Continental Con-
gress formed an Army on 14 June 1775 and designat-
ed a Commander-in-Chief, George Washington, to
fight and win our independence from Great Brit-

ain. Also in 1775, the Navy and Marine Corps were
established, making the armed services older than the
country itself. For over 250 years America’s finest
have served and given their lives for the principles that
made America great, and worth sacrificing oneself for.

This leads us to Memorial Day and why it is a sacred
day for all of us. Itis a day we set aside to reflect and
remember all those Americans; young, old, men and
women, of every race and religion that have stepped
forward to serve, defend the nation and ultimately
gave their lives in that endeavor. Come out and deco-
rate the graves of those that died in war or of Veterans
that have passed, by placing flags on them, go to your
communities Memorial Day ceremonies, conton pg 6

APRIL MEETING ROLLUP
ROTC and JROTC RECOGNITION DINNER MEETING

The Chapter’s premier program is our support for Army
ROTC, and JROTC units throughout the area. This sup-
ports includes awarding MOAA Medals and scholarships
to Cadets at YSU Army ROTC and JROTC units from
Austintown’s Fitch High School, Air Force JROTC;
Youngstown’s East High School, Army JROTC; and New
Castle High School, Air Force JROTC; and providing in-
signia for newly commissioned Second Lieutenants from
YSU Army ROTC. A key part of this program was our
annual recognition dinner held on Thursday, 17 April
where these cadets received their Second Lieutenants
bars and MOAA Medals and scholarships. There were 40
in attendance to include 32 members. Great program

MOAA Award Winners
¥ Steve Motika,

1 Yelian Seda-Maldonado,
Xojier Lewis ,

¥ Nicolas Johnson &

% Rod Hosler

YSU ROTC Commissionees: Valeria Sanchez-Cordero,
Ellie Maurice, Kent Sarno , Brock Miller & Jacob T. Hughes

All photos by
Dave DiTallo

MSVC-MOAA
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MISSION MEMORIAL: HONOR, ADVOCATE,
REMEMBER

MSVC-MOAA Legislative Update | May 2025

From Major (Ret) Joe Mersol — Always Forward,

Never Retreat

Commander’s Intent

This May, as we honor those who made the ultimate
sacrifice, we continue the fight to protect the benefits
they earned — and that we must never allow to be
quietly stripped away.

The mission is clear:

Honor the Fallen. Advocate for the Living. Remem-
ber the Cost.

And, if necessary, motivate Congress like a drill ser-
geant on day one of Basic!

Situation Report: May Legislative Intelligence

Budget Battles Incoming: Secure Your Benefits!
MOAA Source: Budget Constraints and Benefits

Politicians are looking for “savings” — and your retire-
ment and health care benefits could be in the cross-
hairs.

MOAA is sounding the alarm: benefits earned with
service and sacrifice are not congressional piggy
banks.

Public Health Service: Reinforcements Needed
MOAA Source: Expanding USPHS Benefits

A bipartisan bill would extend health and survivor
benefits to our Public Health Service brothers and
sisters who stand shoulder-to-shoulder with military
forces.

MOAA supports this push — because if you deploy
in harm’s way, you've earned the right to be treated
the same.

COLA Watch: Holding the Line (for Now)
MOAA Source: COLA Predictions

Current forecasts show the 2026 retiree COLA holding
steady — but the inflation threat isn’t going anywhere.

Conclusion: Keep the mission checklist handy —
cautious optimism, but stay ready to defend your pay
increases if inflation takes another hill.

Cont pg 4

MSVC Board Members:

President: Rod Hosler, LTC, USA, (Ret)
hosler1@zoominternet.net 330-788-3270

1st Vice President: Dave Di Tallo, CDR, USN, (Ret)
Program Chair
david.ditallo@gmail.com 703-859-3523

2nd Vice President: Florence M. Hosler, LT, USNR,
(Fmr) Membership Chair
hoslerfm@zoominternet.net 330 788 3270

Secretary: Al Lind, LT, USN, (Fmr)
alcalind@zoominternet.net 330-757-0336

Treasurer: Bruce Bille, LT, USN, (Fmr)
bbille.usna.82@gmail.com 330 219-2473

Members at Large:

Joseph Mersol, Maj, USA, (Ret.)
Legislative Liaison
imersol@gmail.com , 330 565-3328

Stephen J. Motika, MAJ, USA, (Ret.)
Student Affairs Liaison
smm6162@aol.com 330-647-1704

Ralph DeLucia, CPT, USA, (Fmr)
YARS Base Community Council Liaison
rok31A@msn.com 330-727-9205

Historian: Dennis Gartland, CPT, USA, (Fmr)
gartlanddj2@yahoo.com (330) 637-4843

Chaplain: Dave Long, MAJ, USA (Ret)
boarderlinepao@gmail.com

“It's hard to lead a cavalry charge if you think you look funny on
a horse.”

— Adlai E. Stevenson

“The greatest leader is not necessarily the one who does the
greatest things. He is the one that gets the people to do the
greatest things.”

— Ronald Reagan

“Leadership is not about titles, positions or flowcharts. It is
about one life influencing another.”

— John Maxwell

“Only one man in a thousand is a leader of men -- the other 999
follow women.”

— Groucho Marx
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LEGISLATIVE CONTACTS:
MOAA Legislative Update moaa.org/takeaction
or 1-800-234-6622 ext. 215

President Donald J. Trump (R)

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington DC 20500
Switchboard: 202-456-1414 www.whitehouse.gov

OHIO

Senator Bernie Moreno (R) U.S. Senate
B33 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

(202) 224-2315
www.moreno.senate.gov

Senator Jon Husted (R) U.S. Senate
SR-198 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

P# 202-224-3353
www.husted.senate.gov

Representative Michael A. Rulli (R)
U.S. Congressional OH District 6
2082 Rayburn House Office
Washington, 20525

DC Phone: (202) 225-5705
www.rulli.house.gov

Representative David P. Joyce (R)
U.S. Congressional OH District 14
2065 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC, 20515-3514
Phone: (202) 225-5731

PENNSYLVANIA

Dave McCormick (R) U.S. Senate
SD-B40C Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Phone 202-228-5306
www.mccormick.senate.gov

Senator John Fetterman (D)

B40B Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-4254 www.fetterman.senate.gov/

Representative Mike Kelly (R)

U.S. Congressional PA District 16
1707 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC

(202) 225-5406

www.kelly.house.gov

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Ohio Ohio Legislature

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania Legislature

Surviving Spouse Corner:
Florence Hosler, Surviving Spouse Liaison

The weeks following a loved one’s passing are challenging
— with grief creeping to overtake you at any moment. Car-
ing for your body, mind, and spirit is key to facing the fu-
ture.

Here are a few other tips to remember:

o Establish a sleep hygiene schedule. Sleep, as
simple as it sounds, is the first of many ways to lead
to self-compassion and self-care.

¢ Lean on your family and friends. Take up of-
fers of help, luncheon dates, or dinner. It benefits
you as much as it benefits the giver, who desires to
show their love and concern for you. Be careful to
not over do it though; it's important to find the right
balance and be able to say “no.”

¢ Ask for help with responsibilities your loved
one once did. This will help you learn and master
unknown tasks and build confidence. Or, hire some-
one, either for a short period of time or longer, to
tackle the jobs which with you’re uncomfortable.

o Establish a “what if” binder. (Regardless
whether you've lost a loved one or not, take time to
do this.) It will help those you leave behind to carry
out your wishes. Many articles, pamphlets, and
books have been written about what surviving
spouses need to know, including valuable resources
from MOAA.

Lastly, find your peaceful place — at the beach, at the lake,
or someplace you and your loved one shared together. Ad-
mire the beauty, feel the breeze, remember the love you
shared, and say a prayer that comes to your heart.
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Legislative Update cont:

Call to Action: Sound Off Like You’ve Got a
Pair!

It's not enough to shine boots and salute at Memorial
Day ceremonies.

We need all hands on deck to protect what’s
been earned!

March over to MOAA’s Advocacy Site — it’s fast,
it's easy, and it's more satisfying than a 5-mile ruck
march:

Fire off a message. Make your voice heard.

Your service mattered — and your benefits still do.

"Fix bayonets, write your reps, and let's take that
Hill — again!"

— Major (Ret) Joe Mersol, MSVC-MOAA Legislative
Liaison

MSVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2025
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Note: Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings are held
at A La Cart Catering, 249 Lisbon Street, Canfield.
Lunch Meetings (October — March): Gather at 11:30 AM,
Lunch at 12:00/Noon.
Dinner Meetings (April — September): Gather at 5:30 PM,
Dinner at 6:00 PM.

MAY 15 — Dinner Meeting, Program: TBD

MAY 17 — Decoration of Graves, Calvary Cemetery, 9:00 -
10:00 AM, Youngstown.

MAY 26 — MEMORIAL DAY Ceremony, Oak Hill Cemetery,
8:30 AM, Youngstown.

JUN 19 — Dinner Meeting at Golden Corral Hermitage, PA,
5:00 - 7:00 PM, program: TBD.

JUL 24 — Picnic at Vienna Fish & Game Club, 4:30- 7:00
PM, Vienna. (Date Change)

May 15 MSVC Dinner
The dinner will be at A La Cart Catering in Canfield,
5:30 Meet & Greet
6:00 Dinner
Program will follow dinner.

Please contact Dave DiTallo for reservations as
the Hosler’s will be out of town.

david.ditallo@gmail.com 703-859-3523

You must call by end of business on Monday,
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HISTORICAL EVENTS IN MAY

02 May 2011 — U.S. Special Operations Forces killed
Osama bin Laden.

05 May 1961 — Alan Shepard became the first American in
space.

05 May 1865 — Decoration Day was first observed in the
U.S., with the tradition of decorating soldiers'

graves from the Civil War with flowers. (The observance

date was later moved to 30 May and included American

graves from World War | and World War Il, and became bet-

ter known as Memorial Day.)

8 May 1942 — Battle of the Coral Sea begins in which

Japan would suffer its first defeat of the war.

Fought off New Guinea, it marked the first time in history that

two opposing naval forces fought only using aircraft without

the opposing ships ever sighting each other.

07 May 1945 — Unconditional surrender of German forces
ending World War Il in Europe.

07 May 1954 - The French Indochina War ended with the
fall of Dien Bien Phu.

13 May 1846 — Congress declared war on Mexico.

14 May 1607 — The first permanent English settlement in
America at Jamestown, VA.

14 May 1804 — CPT Meriwether Lewis and 1LT William
Clark departed St. Louis to explore the

Northwest, the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

14 May 1942 —Congress allowed women to enlist during

World War Il.
30 May 2025 — Memorial Day
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Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter
Membership Requirements

The membership in MSVC shall be composed of:
men and women who are or have been commis-
sioned or warrant officers of the seven United
States uniformed services (Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Ser-
vice). Surviving spouses of deceased individuals
who, if living, would be eligible for membership.
MSVC memberships are open to all eligible people.

Contact : msvc-moaa@gmail.com for more infor-
mation or download the membership form here:
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/
docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf
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MEMBERSHIP MOMENT
HAIL and FAREWELL

Our Chapter extends a hardy welcome to five new
Chapter and MOAA National members: Second Lieutenants
Jacob T. Hughes, Kent Sarno, Ellie Maurice, Brock Miller and
Valeria Sanchez-Cordero. We also welcome Kevin Bukow-
ski, MAJ (ret); from YSU ROTC. Welcome to you all.

We sadly bid farewell to our fellow chapter member
Bill Meshot. Bill passed away April 14 at the age of 92.. He is
survived by his wife Virginia and numerous loving family

members. https://www.rossifunerals.com/book-of-
memories/5584257/Meshot-William/index.php

Ll

MOAA

BECOME A MOAA NATIONAL
PREMIUM OR LIFE MEMBER:

MOAA National and Chapter membership is
open to all Retired, Former, and Active Officers of
the seven uniformed services and spouses can be-
come Chapter members. Officers on active service
(active or reserve duty) are exempt from paying
chapter member dues.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

MOAA LIFE Membership is the most elite member-
ship category. As a MOAA LIFE Member, you'll re-

ceive all of MOAA's PREMIUM benefits - plus more
- for life. Additional benefits include spouse protec-

tion and direct access to MOAA staff experts on the
dedicated MOAA LIFE Member Hotline.

PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP

MOAA PREMIUM Membership gives you total ac-
cess to everything MOAA has to offer, including our
full spectrum of career and financial resources,
MOAA-exclusive publications, college scholarships
for dependents, and countless discounts on prod-
ucts and travel.

MOAA AWARDS
YSU ROTC

New Castle HS JROTC

LtCol John Kochansky accepted
the award on behalf of Cadet
Allyson Bridgeman /
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Presidents Message cont:

and extol the virtues of selfless service. When
we set the example others may follow.

May is also a time when young Americans in our
many educational institutions are commissioned as
officers, Second Lieutenants or Ensigns in our Armed
services. They are the new generation of lead-
ers. One of the finest duties | had was to serve five
years (2000-2005) as the Assistant Professor of Mili-
tary Science at Youngstown State University. During
that time | had the privilege of commission twenty-
five new Second Lieutenants into the United States
Army. It was just as exciting to commission these
new officers as it was for them to receive that com-
mission. It's been twenty years since | left YSU but
the thrill of creating newly commissioned Second
Lieutenants and their anticipation of leading soldiers
will always be with me.

The Cadets that were commissioned Second
Lieutenant in the United States Army, will serve on
active duty or with the Ohio Army National
Guard; they have balanced the stresses of university
academics and the challenging demands of military
studies. It was hard, but if it wasn’t, everyone would
be doing it. While their civilian counterparts at YSU
try to figure out what to do after graduating, these
new Lieutenants won't.

Not everyone gets the honor and privilege to
be a commissioned officer. They will be officers’
leading American soldiers, and those soldiers will be
looking to you in getting the job done. | can still hear
the echo, “What are we going to do, LT?”

Our chapter recognized five outstanding young Amer- 1

icans who have earned and achieved noteworthy ac-
complishments by receiving commissions as Second
Lieutenants in the United States Army through the
Youngstown State University’s Army ROTC program
and four that were awarded The MOAA Medal for
meritorious academic and military excellence.

Commissioned on Friday, 2 May, the chapter wel-
comed five YSU Army ROTC graduates into the U.S.
Army’s Officer Corps. They are Second Lieutenants
Jacob T. Hughes, branched Corps of Engineers de-
tailed Infantry and Kent Sarno branched Transporta-
tion Corps and both will go on to active duty. Lieuten-
ant Sarno is heading to Fort Knox, KY where he will
be part of the ROTC Advanced Camp training cadre.
Second Lieutenants Ellie Maurice, Logistic Branched ,
Brock Miller branched Corps of Engineers and Valeria
Sanchez-Cordero will serve in the Ohio Army National
Guard. Lieutenant Sanchez-Cordero will be enrolling
in law school in the fall.

cont:

The chapter presented The MOAA Medal to MS-lII
Cadet Nicolas Johnson from YSU Army ROTC; and to Air
Force JROTC Cadet Allyson Bridgeman from New Castle
High School; Air Force JROTC Cadet Xojier Lewis from
Austintown Fitch High School; and Army JROTC Cadet
Yelian Seda-Maldonado from Youngstown'’s East High
School. Cadet Johnson will be heading to Fort Knox, KY for
ROTC Advanced Camp this summer and then complete his
MS IV final year at YSU; Cadet Lewis will be on his way to
West Point to attend the U.S. Military Academy, and Cadet
Seda-Maldonado will be enrolling in YSU this fall and will
continue with YSU’s Army ROTC.

The nation is in good hands because of these truly
remarkable young men and women. We must also applaud
their parents and instructors for encouraging excellence in
academics and behavior.

This Newsletter is published by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter
(MSVC), which is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are non-partisan. Any
advertisements that appear in this publication/website also do not reflect an
endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. Articles in this newsletter, are the opin-
ions solely of the individual authors and do not necessarily express the policy
or opinions of the newsletter’s editor or publisher, nor do they reflect an en-
dorsement by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter or the national organi-
zation of the Military Officers Association of America, unless so indicated
[Copyright 2016, Military Officers Association of American All rights reserved.]
Questions or comments should be directed to: LTC Roderick A. Hosler, USA,
Ret.; P.O. Box 5342; Poland, OH 44514; E-mail: msvcmoaa@gmail.com .
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