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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
Roderick Hosler 

 

“These are the times that try men’s souls.  The sum-
mer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, 
shrink from the service of his country; but he that 
stands it NOW, deserves the love and thanks of man 
and woman.”  Patriot writer Thomas Paine wrote these 
words in December 1776, a pamphlet titled “The 
American Crisis.”  In it he extoled the virtues of patriot-
ism and staying the course in our support of the revo-
lution.  Just as Paine observed in 1776, we face a sim-
ilar crisis today.  It has been recognized by the admin-
istration that the government is bloated, overspending, 
billions in tax dollars wasted on useless government 
projects at home and equally wasted programs over-
seas.  Fraud, waste, and abuse of taxpayer dollars 
have caused the county to be on the verge of bank-
ruptcy.  There seems to be no end in sight for the 
wasteful spending.  How do we begin to maintain con-
trol over spending?  Who will lead the effort to reduce 
the cost of government and wasteful spending.  We, 
the country, the government and congress continue to 
“kick the can down the road” hoping to remain sol-
vent.  So how do we control the “monster; of a huge 
government and over-spending?   Enter the President, 
Elon Musk and the Department of Government Effi-
ciency (DOGE).  Whether you like or dislike the ac-
tions taking place, you must admit this is a solu-
tion.  For fifty years, this crisis has been talked about, 
but few have taken the step to correct the mess.  Pres-
idents Bill Clinton and Barak Obama attempted to 
clean house, but were only partially successful.  The 
solution needed not a surgeon with a scalpel, but a 
butcher with a cleaver.  Drastic times require drastic 
measures.  Many people are not happy with the sys-
tem used to make the cuts.  Programs are being 
purged, government agencies and departments are 
reduced and/or eliminated.  The savings are evident, 
resulting in eliminating several billion dollars of unnec-
essary expenditures saving the taxpayer in the 
end.  But more needs to be done and cuts to be 
made.                                                             Cont. pg. 6 
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MARCH MEETING ROLLUP O 
K 
MOAA-MSVC hosted its monthly luncheon meeting on 
Friday, 21 March 2025 at A La Cart Catering in Can-
field.  Our program was presented by MSVC member 
LTC Rich Lonardo (Ret.) who talked about rebuilding the 
U.S. defense industrial base and the importance of the 
Youngstown Business Incubator in that endeavor.  Great 
program. 

  1st VP Dave DiTallo & speaker Rich   
   Lenardo 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MOAA-MSVC CADET RECOGNITION DINNER – 
THURSDAY, 17 APRIL OK 

MOAA-MSVC will host its annual ROTC/JROTC Cadet 
Recognition Dinner on Thursday, 17 April at A La Cart 
Catering in Canfield.  Our program will recognize Army 
ROTC Cadet Nicolas Johnson (MS III) from YSU and 
three local Junior ROTC cadets (one Army program at 
East HS in Youngstown and two Air Force programs; one 
from Fitch HS in Austintown and the other from New Cas-
tle, PA) by presenting the MOAA Medal to each ca-
det.  Additionally, we will present “Gold Bars” of Second 
Lieutenant to five senior YSU ROTC Cadets that will be 
commissioned on 2 May following their graduation.  Come 
celebrate this great achievement of these cadets.  Please 
consider SPONSORING A CADET for $20.00 to cover 
the cost of their dinner.  You can do so online at our chap-
ter web page: https://msvc-moaa.org/cadet-
night#Sponsor or  use our “PAYPAL” account.   Check-in 
starts at 5:30 PM, with dinner at 6:00 PM.  Dinner cost is 
$20.00 and you may pay for your meal at the 
door.  RSVPs not later than Monday, 14 April, at 
msvcmoaa@gmail.com and please let us know if you are 
bringing a guest.   . MARK YOUR CALLENDAR NOW. 
Hope to see you !

https://msvc-moaa.org/cadet-night#Sponsor
https://msvc-moaa.org/cadet-night#Sponsor
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

Operation Resurrection: Defending Veterans’ Benefits 
with a Little Firepower and a Lot of Faith 

 
He is Risen—and so should our Voices! 
As we break out the jelly beans, ham dinners, and at-
tempt not to eat all the Peeps before the grandkids ar-
rive, it’s also time to rally our spiritual and legislative 
forces. This Easter, while we celebrate the ultimate vic-
tory of life over death, we also remain vigilant in ensur-
ing that promises made to those who served aren’t bur-
ied in budget trenches. 

Intel Report: Budget Blitz and DOGE Drama 
The Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE)—a 
fiscal buzzsaw wielded with Silicon Valley swagger—
recently sliced through federal departments, affecting 
over 6,000 veterans employed by the VA and else-
where. While the VA is holding the line with a tempo-
rary pause on $2B in cuts, the shockwaves have our 
entire veteran community at parade rest, waiting for 
clarity. 

• MOAA, our lead scout in D.C., has sounded the 
alarm: Fiscal responsibility is noble, but not if it bayo-
nets the benefits of those who’ve worn the uniform. 
MOAA stresses smart strategy over hasty slashes. 

 

• VFW is calling for precision strikes, not shotgun 
layoffs. 

 

• American Legion is guarding the gates, worried 
about how these cuts threaten the front lines of care 
and evaluation for our wounded warriors. 

 

• VA leadership is holding formation—for now—
reviewing cuts and pledging not to compromise care 
(we're watching you, fellas). 

MOAA Advocacy Playbook: 2025’s Top Missions 
We’ve dusted off MOAA’s 2025 Advocacy Playbook 
and here’s the sitrep on the big battles ahead: 

Protecting the All-Volunteer Force:Ensuring mili-
tary pay, housing, and healthcare benefits remain 
competitive and strong enough to attract top recruits 
and retain skilled service members. 

 
Safeguarding TRICARE & Military Health Sys-
tems:MOAA is battling back against increased out-of
-pocket costs, prescription copays, and access is-
sues that hit retirees and dependents hard. 

 
Securing VA Improvements Without 
Cuts:Advocating for accountability and efficiency in 
the VA without sacrificing jobs or delaying care—
especially in light of the recent DOGE-driven budget 
ambush. 

                                                             Cont. on pg 4 

MSVC Board Members: 

President: Rod Hosler, LTC, USA, (Ret)    

hosler1@zoominternet.net    330-788-3270 

1st Vice President: Dave Di Tallo, CDR, USN, (Ret)  

Program Chair 

david.ditallo@gmail.com  703-859-3523 

2nd Vice President: Florence M. Hosler, LT, USNR, 

(Fmr)  Membership Chair                                                   

hoslerfm@zoominternet.net  330 788 3270 

Secretary: Al Lind, LT, USN, (Fmr)

alcalind@zoominternet.net  330-757-0336 
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Stephen J. Motika, MAJ, USA, (Ret.)                          

Student Affairs Liaison 
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YARS Base Community Council Liaison         

rok31A@msn.com  330-727-9205 

Historian: Dennis Gartland, CPT, USA, (Fmr) 

gartlanddj2@yahoo.com  (330) 637-4843 

Chaplain: Dave Long, MAJ, USA (Ret)                    
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LEGISLATIVE CONTACTS:                                
MOAA Legislative Update moaa.org/takeaction  
or 1-800-234-6622 ext. 215 
 
President Donald J. Trump (R)  
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington DC 20500 
Switchboard: 202-456-1414 www.whitehouse.gov  

OHIO 
Senator Bernie Moreno (R) U.S. Senate  
B33 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20510 
(202) 224-2315 
www.moreno.senate.gov  

Senator Jon Husted (R) U.S. Senate  
SR-198 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
P# 202-224-3353 
www.husted.senate.gov  

Representative Michael A. Rulli (R) 
U.S. Congressional OH District 6 
2082 Rayburn House Office                                              
Washington, 20525 
DC Phone: (202) 225-5705 
www.rulli.house.gov                                                  

Representative David P. Joyce (R) 
U.S. Congressional OH District 14 
2065 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20515-3514 
Phone: (202) 225-5731 

PENNSYLVANIA  

Dave McCormick (R) U.S. Senate 

SD-B40C Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Phone 202-228-5306 

www.mccormick.senate.gov  

Senator John Fetterman (D)  
B40B Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

(202) 224-4254 www.fetterman.senate.gov/  

Representative Mike Kelly (R) 
U.S. Congressional PA District 16 

1707 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 

(202) 225-5406  
www.kelly.house.gov 

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS 

Ohio                Ohio Legislature 

Pennsylvania     Pennsylvania Legislature 

Surviving Spouse Corner:   
Florence Hosler, Surviving Spouse Liaison         

 
 

Most of us have noticed a mental decline in a close friend 
or family member. Perhaps they don’t seem as sharp, wit-
ty, or speedy as they once were. 
  
You might wonder whether others are noticing this with you 
as well. 
  
Mental decline is not just a phenomenon of aging. Stress, 
emotions, and poor diet and sleep reduce cognitive skills 
and affect all ages. 
  
If you have had a stroke or a brain injury, or if you are con-
cerned about a perceived mental decline, speak to your 
family doctor. If the doctor recognizes an issue, a neurolo-
gist can provide a detailed cognitive skills evaluation. 
  
  
Physical health and emotional health corelate with mental 
health. If you are consumed with grief or anxiety or dealing 
with a disease, deal with that first. If serious grieving ex-
tends more than two years, seek grief counseling for help. 
Complicated grief is seen in 9% of widows ages 60 to 75. A 
smaller percentage of men are affected. 
  
If you want to improve your mental skills, try adding mental 
strengthening exercises into daily activities, such as: 
 

Recall. Practice memorizing names, phone numbers, vo-
cabulary words, baseball standings, NCAA March Mad-
ness lineups, or TV program schedules. Look at a maga-
zine photo for a few seconds, close your eyes, and try to 
recall items in the photo. 
 
 Analysis. Read a newspaper article. Set it aside, then try 
to write a recap or summary of the article. Try to remember 
the who, what, when, where, and why. 
 
 Spatial. Rearrange a linen closet, pantry, or garage. Look 
for the most pragmatic and yet economical use of space. 
Do the same exercise with drawers in kitchen, bed, or bath. 
While you’re at it, set aside some donation items and throw 
out expired items. 
 
 Social. Have a conversation every day. If you live alone, 
this might be a challenge. Practice small talk at the check-
out line of stores. Initiate a phone call or an invitation. This 
is a must. Accept any invitations you receive. Try to re-
member a joke you can tell at your next social event. 
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Legislative Update cont: 
 
Fighting for Survivors & Concurrent Receipt 
Reform:The widow's tax may be gone, but the job 
isn’t finished. MOAA continues to press for full con-
current receipt for those who have earned both re-
tirement and VA disability benefits. 

 
Championing Military Spouses & Fami-
lies:MOAA knows the service member isn’t the 
only one who serves. From spouse employment to 
family support programs, they’re ensuring the en-
tire unit is mission-ready. 

 Easter Reflection 
This season reminds us that sacrifice is not in vain—
and neither is our continued advocacy. Just as East-
er symbolizes new life, hope, and renewal, so too 
must we resurrect our commitment to protecting the 
rights and dignity of those who answered the call. 
When Jesus left the tomb, he didn’t just rise—He led 
the charge. And so do we. 
 
Final Orders 

• Forward this briefing to your networks. 
 

• Contact your elected officials—MOAA provides 
pre-filled forms and talking points on the MOAA 
website. 

 

• Pray hard, speak loud, and never underesti-
mate an officer on a mission. 

God Bless & Happy Easter, 
MAJ Joe Mersol, USA (Ret.) 
Legislative Liaison 

MSVC-MOAA  
End of Brief. Secure Comms and Proceed to 
Chocolate Egg Recon. 

 
MSVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2025 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Note: Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings are held 
at A La Cart Catering, 249 Lisbon Street, Canfield.   

Lunch Meetings (October – March): Gather at 11:30 AM, 
Lunch at 12:00/Noon.  
Dinner Meetings (April – September): Gather at 5:30 PM, 
Dinner at 6:00 PM. 
 

APR 17 – ROTC/JROTC/Commissionee’s Recognition Din-
ner, 6:00 PM.  
MAY 15 – Dinner Meeting, Program: TBD  
MAY 17 – Decoration of Graves, Calvary Cemetery, 9:00 - 
10:00 AM, Youngstown.  
MAY 26 – MEMORIAL DAY Ceremony, Oak Hill Cemetery, 
8:30 AM, Youngstown.  
JUN 19 – Dinner Meeting at Golden Corral Hermitage, PA, 
5:00 - 7:00 PM, program: TBD.    
JUL 24 – Picnic at Vienna Fish & Game Club, 4:30 - 7:00 
PM, Vienna. (Date Change)  

 

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN APRIL 
  

 
06 April 1917 – U.S. declares war against Germany,      
entering World War I. 
 

09 April 1865 – Lee surrenders to Grant, the Civil War  
ended 
 

10 April 1942 – American and Filipino soldiers begin the  
Bataan Death March, thousands perish. 
 

12 April 1861 – Confederate forces fire on Fort Sumter  
beginning the Civil War. 
 

14 April 1865 – President Lincoln was shot at Ford's  
Theater; he died the next day. 
 

18 April 1942 – The first U.S. air raid on Japan during 
World War II led by LTC James Doolittle. 
 

19 April 1775 – Battle of Lexington & Concord, MA, the 
Revolutionary War begins.   
 

30 April 1789 – George Washington becomes the first U.S. 
President.  
 
 
 
 

George Washington: 

"To be prepared for war is one of the most effec-

tual means of preserving peace."  

"The Constitution is the guide which I will never 

abandon."  

"Associate yourself with Men of good Quality if 

you Esteem your own Reputation; for 'tis better 

to be alone than in bad Company."  

"A free people ought not only to be armed, but 

disciplined; to which end a uniform and well-

digested plan is requisite."  



 

 

Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter  

Membership Requirements 

The membership in MSVC shall be composed of: 
men and women who are or have been commis-
sioned or warrant officers of the seven United 
States uniformed services (Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Ser-
vice). Surviving spouses of deceased individuals 
who, if living, would be eligible for membership. 
MSVC memberships are open to all eligible people. 

Contact :  msvc-moaa@gmail.com   for  more infor-
mation or download the membership form here: 
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/
docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BECOME A MOAA NATIONAL  
PREMIUM OR LIFE MEMBER:  

MOAA National and Chapter membership is 
open to all Retired, Former, and Active Officers of 
the seven uniformed services and spouses can be-
come Chapter members. Officers on active service 
(active or reserve duty) are exempt from paying 
chapter member dues.   

 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
MOAA LIFE Membership is the most elite member-
ship category. As a MOAA LIFE Member, you'll re-
ceive all of MOAA's PREMIUM benefits - plus more 
- for life. Additional benefits include spouse protec-
tion and direct access to MOAA staff experts on the 
dedicated MOAA LIFE Member Hotline. 

PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP                                 
MOAA PREMIUM Membership gives you total ac-
cess to everything MOAA has to offer, including our 
full spectrum of career and financial resources, 
MOAA-exclusive publications, college scholarships 
for dependents, and countless discounts on prod-
ucts and travel. 

MEMBERSHIP MOMENT     

HAIL and FAREWELL 

Our Chapter extends a hardy welcome to four new 
Chapter members: YSU President Lt. Col. Bill Johnson 
(USAF, Ret.), and his wife Leeann; LTC Adam DeSantis 
(USA, Ret.); LTC Donald Scott (USA, Ret.) and his wife Deb-
by; and Former MAJ Janel Rice (USA) and her husband Rob-
ert.  We look forward to association with us and participation 
in our activities and events.  Welcome to you all.  

 
 
 

Why should I use a Veteran Service Organization 
(VSO) to assist with a VA claim or appeal? 
• Accredited VSOs have been trained to protect your 
personal and medical information. 

 

• VSOs maintain a case management system to as-
sist with compiling all the different claim forms required 
for a complete claim. 

 

• VSOs provide claim and appeal services, free of 
charge with no obligation to join their group. 

 

• Most VSOs have access to the Veterans Benefit 
Management System (VBMS), which contains your 
electronic claim file. They can provide you with a better 
idea of the status of your claim as it goes through the 
system.  

•  
VSOs can provide counsel on a potential appeal 
based on the evidence of your claim.  
 
 
 

I’m a Reservist in the Gray Area. Because of combat 
time, I’ll be eligible to start collecting retired pay at 
age 58. What are my TRICARE options?   

 
 Even if you qualify for retired pay at age 58, you don’t qualify 
for TRICARE Prime or Select until you turn 60. However, you 
are eligible to purchase the premium-based TRICARE Re-
tired Reserve (TRR) health plan for you and your eligible 
family members.   
  
When you turn 60, you and your family become eligible for 
the same TRICARE health benefits as all other retired ser-
vice members.   
  
Learn more about this process at this link.  

mailto:MSVC-MOAA@GMAIL.COM
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/retiring-from-the-reserve-component-moaa-can-help-with-a-complex-process/
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Presidents Message cont: 
 

Equally critical is the securing of the border 
and the deportation of criminal aliens. Border security 
is the first step in making our country, our communi-
ties and our citizens safe. So what is wrong with 
that?  However, there are forces that are preventing 
this effort through litigation as though criminal aliens 
should enjoy the same protections as law abiding citi-
zens.  Who is behind these litigations that prevent the 
deportation of criminal aliens, and how much money 
is changing hands in this effort.  Stopping the pro-
gram of border security and deportation of criminal 
aliens will hurt everyday law-abiding citizens making 
the country unsafe.  So, why do these unelected judg-
es believe they can interfere with the execution of the 
Executive Branch of the government?  Today it’s the 
immigration and security issue, tomorrow it may be 
national defense, how we execute foreign policy or 
how Congress operates. Bad precedence is being 
set, so who is behind it?  

 

MOAA is again engaged in the Advocacy in Action 
program.  This is MOAA’s opportunity to discuss with 
our members in both houses of Congress, the issues 
of great importance to America’s military.  Keep ap-
prised of what is going on in Congress and with our 
legislators by going on line to the MOAA national 
website and see how we are progressing.   You may 
want to contact your legislator and express your view 
of MOAAs legislative priorities.  This is a team effort, 
so please get involved.  

 
COMPUTER SCAM 

Computer Scams are real and on the increase. I re-
ceived a call from one of our members to report she 
had received an email from the “VA” claiming to verify 
information regarding a claim and to ‘click’ on the at-
tachment for instruction.  The VA does not send per-
sonal emails to Veterans, they send letters. Be cau-
tious of emails. If you don’t recognize the email ad-
dress, do not open the email and really, do not open 
any attachments. Never give out any personal infor-
mation. This is also true for telephone scams. Threats 
of government consequences if you don’t comply is a 
way for scammers to get your personal information to 
clean out your bank account of your hard earned 
money. If you have any questions, call your local law 
enforcement officials.  
 
PLEASE CONSIDER SPONSORING A CADET  
This year there are three JROTC cadets and six par-
ents, one senior YSU cadet and five commission-
ees.  Here is where we really need your help.  Please 
consider sponsoring a cadet and/or a cadet’s guest at 
our annual dinner on 17 April.  You can do so online 
at our chapter web page: https://msvc-moaa.org/
cadet-night#Sponsor or  use our “PAYPAL” ac-
count.  Thanks, we can really use your support for 
this dinner.  

Surviving Spouse cont: 
 

Focus. Stay focused on whatever activity you are engaged. 
It might be a conversation, gardening, dancing, chores, or 
workouts at the gym. Focus on listening, strength, the num-
ber of repetitions, muscles involved, posture, and breathing. 
Be in one with your thoughts. Meditation and prayer are 
very good options of mental focus. 
 
 Fun and games. This can be all manner of social get-
togethers. But there are some good solitary options. Jigsaw 
puzzles provide color and form discernment. Manipulation 
of the pieces is also good hand-eye coordination practice. 
Sudoku uses number grids, but it is not a math game. It is a 
logic exercise. Start with easy grids, and progress to expert 
status. Using computer sites, you can play Bridge, Gin 
Rummy, or Hearts with robots. These games require a 
memory of cards played and the counted. 
 
 
Pat Green is a member of MOAA's Surviving Spouse Advisory Council. 
She has been active and engaged member of MOAA for 15 years, serv-
ing in many leadership roles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    Bruce Bille has created a QR code so you can 

scan and pay for a cadet dinner!        
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