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Spring is almost at hand.  I feel the weather is definite-
ly getting better, so that should have a positive effect 
on our meeting participation.  MOAA National contin-
ues to battle Congress to get the MOAA National leg-
islative priorities moving to help the plight of America’s 
military personnel.  (Should I use that aggressive met-
aphor, as I don’t want to give the impression I’m an 
insurrectionist?)  Please be sure to check MAJ Joe 
Mersol’s Legislative Issues section in this newsletter, 
review the MOAA Legislative Center in their website, 
and above all contact your Congressional representa-
tive on those issues that are important to America’s 
military community.   
 

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES:  As I’ve indicated, your 
membership is important, not just with MOAA national 
but also with the Chapter.  Our 2025 membership year 
is progressing well, and we are sitting at about 90 per-
cent chapter renewals.  There are still about 12 mem-
bers that need to renew their Chapter dues at $20.00 
per year.   So, what do I get for my $20.00 dues?  You 
get: liability insurances for our board members and 
events; our website and email access; postage for 
mailings; printing; meal costs for speakers and guests; 
presentation of recognitions, awards and scholarships; 
and the list goes on.  All this cost and your dues are 
important to keep the Chapter in operations.  We do 
our very best to keep the costs down and insure our 
monies are well spent.  Those that have not paid your 
dues, please do so by the end of April. If you are not 
sure you’ve paid your dues, contact the chapter at: 
msvcmoaa@gmail.com.    

ROTC and JROTC RECOGNITION: The Chapter’s 
premier program is our support for ROTC and JROTC 
units throughout the area.  This support includes 
awarding MOAA medals and scholarships to Cadets at 
YSU and three local high school JROTC institutions, 
and providing insignia for newly commissioned        pg 4 

 

MSVC-MOAA                                                                                                                                                                                          WWW.MSVC-MOAA.ORG 

PO Box 5342                                                                                                                                                                                              msvcmoaa@gmail.com 

Poland, OH 44514                                                                                                                                                                                             WWW.MOAA.ORG 

FEBRUARY MEETING ROLLUP O 
K 

MOAA-MSVC hosted its monthly luncheon meeting on 
Friday, 21 February 2025 at A La Cart Catering in Can-
field.  Our program was a presentation by Captain Joe 
Lonardo and Major  Bret Larson from the 910th Air Lift 
Wing at the Youngstown Air Reserve Station and they 
talked about the new C-130J Model.  It was interesting to 
learn how new technology has reshaped the aircraft from 
crew size to plane weight , truly a 21st century use of new 
systems, 
 30 MSVC members and guests were in attendance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           MAJ. Larson, Rod Hosler and CAPT Lonardo 
           Of course Rod use to be taller except he never  
           landed in a C-130, a cautionary tale.  
           Photo by Mike Wisnewski 
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By Major Joe O’Mersol, Retired US Army, 
Keeper of the Shamrocks and Defender of   

Veteran Benefits 
Ah, me fellow warriors of MSVC-MOAA, gather 
‘round as I spill the latest from Capitol Hill, where 
the pots o’ gold we call our hard-earned benefits 
are either defended by noble souls—or being eyed 
by nefarious budget-cutters wielding shillelaghs of 
bureaucracy! So sharpen your wits, polish your 
boots, and let’s dive into the legislative battlefield! 
 

MOAA on the Hill: Veterans’ Priorities Take 
Center Stage 

The halls of Congress have been echoing with the 
righteous voices of MOAA advocates, ensuring 
that lawmakers don’t conveniently forget the prom-
ises made to those who donned the uniform. At a 
recent joint hearing, MOAA laid down a battle plan 
focused on three key areas: 

Protecting TRICARE and Health Care Access 
– The brass up on the Hill need to be reminded 
that cutting corners on military health care is like 
taking a shortcut through a field full of 
landmines. No one benefits, and the results are 
catastrophic. We’re pushing to block TRICARE 
fee hikes and demanding better access to quali-
ty care. 

 
Pay Raises and Benefits for Troops and 
Families – Inflation’s been marching like a full-
strength battalion, and our troops deserve a pay 
raise that keeps pace. If Congress drags its feet, 
they’ll be hearing from us (and maybe even find-
ing a few strategically placed four-leaf clovers in 
their offices as a reminder)! 

 
Veterans’ Toxic Exposure Care – The fight for 
comprehensive care under the PACT Act isn’t 
over. We’re ensuring the VA has the resources it 
needs to implement this crucial law without un-
necessary delays, because a promise made to a 
warrior is a promise that must be kept! 

 
Survivor Benefits: Holding the Line Against 

Erosion 

Aye, ‘tis a sad thing when we have to remind Con-
gress that surviving spouses didn’t take off the uni-
form—they just carried on the fight in a different 
way. MOAA is backing a series of bills to protect 
survivor benefits from being quietly siphoned away 
like a mischievous leprechaun swiping your last 
pint. 
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MSVC Board Members: 

President: Rod Hosler, LTC, USA, (Ret)    

hosler1@zoominternet.net    330-788-3270 

1st Vice President: Dave Di Tallo, CDR, USN, (Ret)  

Program Chair 

david.ditallo@gmail.com  330-758-8597 

2nd Vice President: Florence M. Hosler, LT, USNR, 

(Fmr)  Membership Chair                                                   

hoslerfm@zoominternet.net  330 788 3270 

Secretary: Al Lind, LT, USN, (Fmr)

alcalind@zoominternet.net  330-757-0336 

Treasurer: Bruce Bille, LT, USN, (Fmr)            

bbille.usna.82@gmail.com  330 219-2473  

Members at Large: 

 

Joseph Mersol, Maj, USA, (Ret.)                                 

Legislative Liaison                                                     

jmersol@gmail.com , 330 565-3328 

 

Stephen J. Motika, MAJ, USA, (Ret.)                          

Student Affairs Liaison 

smm6162@aol.com  330-647-1704 

 

Ralph DeLucia, CPT, USA, (Fmr)                            

YARS Base Community Council Liaison         

rok31A@msn.com  330-727-9205 

Historian: Dennis Gartland, CPT, USA, (Fmr) 

gartlanddj2@yahoo.com  (330) 637-4843 

Chaplain: Dave Long, MAJ, USA (Ret)                    

boarderlinepao@gmail.com   

  
MOAA-MSVC LUNCHEON MEETING NOTICE          

FRIDAY, 21 MARCH OK 
 

MOAA-MSVC will have its monthly luncheon meeting on 
Friday, 21 March at A La Cart Catering in Canfield.  Our 
program will be presented by MSVC member Rich Lonar-
do, LTC (Ret.) and will talk about “Rebuilding the U.S. De-
fense Industrial Base.”  Check-in starts at 11:30 AM, with 
luncheon at 12:00/Noon.   Lunch cost is $20.00 and you 
may pay for you meal at the door.  RSVPs not later than 
Monday, 17 March, at msvcmoaa@gmail.com and 
please let us know if you are bringing a guest.         

MARK YOUR CALLENDAR NOW. Your active participa-
tion in our meeting and events are the catalyst that keep 

us going and growing. Hope to see you all there.   
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MOAA Legislative Update moaa.org/takeaction  
or 1-800-234-6622 ext. 215 
 
President Donald J. Trump (R)  
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington DC 20500 
Switchboard: 202-456-1414 www.whitehouse.gov  

OHIO 
Senator Bernie Moreno (R) U.S. Senate  
B33 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20510 
(202) 224-2315 
www.moreno.senate.gov  

Senator Jon Husted (R) U.S. Senate  
SR-198 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
P# 202-224-3353 
www.husted.senate.gov  

Representative Michael A. Rulli (R) 
U.S. Congressional OH District 6 
2082 Rayburn House Office Building                                              
Washington, DC 20525                                                                   
Phone: (202) 225-5705 
www.rulli.house.gov                                                                        
Phone: (330) 967-7312 

Representative David P. Joyce (R) 
U.S. Congressional OH District 14 
2065 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20515-3514 
Phone: (202) 225-5731 
www.joyce.house.gov  

 

PENNSYLVANIA  

Dave McCormick (R) U.S. Senate 
SD-B40C Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone 202-228-5306 
www.mccormick.senate.gov  

Senator John Fetterman (D)  
B40B Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
(202) 224-4254 www.fetterman.senate.gov/  

Representative Mike Kelly (R) 
U.S. Congressional PA District 16 
1707 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 
(202) 225-5406  
www.kelly.house.gov 

 

 

 

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS 

Ohio                Ohio Legislature 

Pennsylvania     Pennsylvania Legislature 

Surviving Spouse Corner:   
Florence Hosler, Surviving Spouse Liaison         

 

Here’s Why You Should Download Your  
Military Health Records Before April 1 

 
By: Kevin Lilley 
 

     TRICARE users have less than two months to down-
load their medical records via the TRICARE Online Patient 
Portal, which will decommission April 1 as part of DoD’s 
move to the MHS GENESIS electronic health record. 
     These records include lab results, immunizations, medi-
cation lists, allergies, and a range of other medical data. 
Your military treatment facility providers will continue to 
have access to your complete health records. 
     Beneficiaries should download their records before the 
changeover to ensure they have a complete digital copy of 
their legacy health records for personal use. 
TRICARE Online Patient Portal users can download step-
by-step instructions, with visual aids, at this link (PDF). 
Begin by logging in at TRICAREOnline.com – those with-
out a Common Access Card (CAC) or DS Logon creden-
tials can access their materials by following instructions at 
the “Create New Account” prompt. 

  
After clicking the “Health Record” option on the homepage, 
choose “Download My Data” and select the relevant dates, 
categories, and individuals. Materials dating back 30 years 
are available to beneficiaries, according to the DHA state-
ment, and include full records for children up to age 12 and 
limited records from ages 12 to 17. You can request print-
ed results for adolescents from your child’s clinic or provid-
er. 
  
Note that medical record downloads can take up to 
several hours. 
 
Lilley serves as MOAA's digital content manager. His duties include pro-
ducing, editing, and managing content for a variety of platforms, with a 
concentration on The MOAA Newsletter and MOAA.org. 
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https://www.tricareonline.com/tol2/materials/TOL_HealthRecord_Final.pdf
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Presidents Message cont. 
 

Second Lieutenants from YSU.  A key part of this 
program is our annual recognition dinner set for 
Thursday, 17 April, where “we” pay for the cadets 
and their parents or guests.  This year there are 
three JROTC cadets and six parents, one senior 
YSU cadet and six commissionees.  Here is where 
we really need your help.  Please consider sponsor-
ing a cadet and/or cadet’s guest at our annual din-
ner.  You can do so online at our chapter web page: 
https://msvc-moaa.org/cadet-night#Sponsor or at the 
next meeting.  Thanks, we can really use your sup-
port for this dinner. 

 

Great News for one of our JROTC Cadets.      Austin-
town Fitch High School Air Force JROTC Cadet    
Xojier Lewis has received an appointment to the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point and has been ac-
cepted for the Class of 2029 beginning this fall.  Ca-
det Lewis was our 19 September speaker and talked 
about his experience at the Air Force JROTC Flight 
Academy at Tuskegee University, Alabama. Congrat-
ulations to Cadet Xojier Lewis, outstanding. 

 
FAREWELL AND WELCOME:  Our Chapter 

Chaplain Lt. Col. Ralph Minton (USAF, Ret,) and his 
wife Beth have PCSed to Rochester, Minnesota at 
the end of February to be closer to family.  Ralph has 
served as the Chapter Chaplain since 2011.  He al-
ways had a great prayer to begin and end our month-
ly meetings giving us much needed inspiration.   

Ralph and Beth will be missed.  But don’t lose 
heart.  Ralph has been replaced by MAJ Dave Long 
(USA, Ret.) and will give us the inspirational begin-
ning and end to our meetings.  You can’t miss Dave 
and his wife Pat, they are the handsome couple that 
sit in the back.  Wait a minute, I think we’re all hand-
some.  Anyway, we welcome Dave to this essential 
duty.  Thanks Dave for stepping up to the challenge, 
and Pat, thanks for letting Dave out.   
 

 
MSVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2025 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Note: Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings are held 
at A La Cart Catering, 249 Lisbon Street, Canfield.   

Lunch Meetings (October – March): Gather at 11:30 AM, 
Lunch at 12:00/Noon.  
Dinner Meetings (April – September): Gather at 5:30 PM, 
Dinner at 6:00 PM. 
 

MAR 21 – Luncheon Meeting, program: Rebuilding the U.S. 
Defense Industrial Base.    
APR 17 – ROTC/JROTC/Commissionee’s Recognition Din-
ner, 6:00 PM.  
MAY 15 – Dinner Meeting, Program: TBD  
MAY 17 – Decoration of Graves, Calvary Cemetery, 9:00 - 
10:00 AM, Youngstown.  
MAY 26 – MEMORIAL DAY Ceremony, Oak Hill Cemetery, 
8:30 AM, Youngstown.  
JUN 19 – Dinner Meeting at Golden Corral Hermitage, PA, 
5:00 - 7:00 PM, program: TBD.    
JUL 24 – Picnic at Vienna Fish & Game Club, 4:30 - 7:00 
PM, Vienna. (Date Change)  

 

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN MARCH:  
 

01 MAR 1781: Ratification of the “Articles of Confedera-
tion” is announced by Congress. 
03 MAR 1915: The Navy Reserve is formed to support 
World War I 
05 MAR 1770: Boston Massacre, where Colonists clashed 
with British soldiers.  
05 MAR 1946: “Iron Curtain” speech given by Winston 
Churchill at Westminster College in Fulton, MO. 
06 MAR 1836: Battle of the Alamo comes to a tragic end. 
“Remember the Alamo.” 
11 MAR 1918: First “Spanish Flu” reached America, 107 
soldiers become sick at Fort Riley, KS. 
15 MAR 1919: The American Legion celebrates its 103rd 
Birthday 

15 MAR 44 BC: “Iides of March,” Julius Caesar is assassi-
nated in the Roman Senate chamber. 
19 MAR 2003: The start of the Iraq War. 
23 MAR 1775: “Give me liberty, or give me death!” speech 
given by Patrick Henry. 
25 MAR: National Medal of Honor Day. 
26 MAR 1945: World War II Battle of Iwo Jima is won by 
American forces. 
27 MAR 1794: Congress passes the Naval Act of 1794, 
establishing the U.S. Navy. 
28 MAR 2017: National Vietnam War Veterans Day is es-
tablished. 
29 MAR: Ohio celebrates Tuskegee Airmen Day. 
 
 
 
 
 

“If your actions inspire others to dream more, 
learn more, do more and become more, you are 
a leader.” 
– John Quincy Adams 

“When you become a leader you give up the right 

to think about yourself.” 

– Gerald Brooks 

“In every battle there comes a time when both 

sides consider themselves beaten; then he who 

continues the attack wins.” 

– General Ulysses S. Grant  

https://msvc-moaa.org/cadet-night#Sponsor


 

 

Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter  

Membership Requirements 

The membership in MSVC shall be composed of: 
men and women who are or have been commis-
sioned or warrant officers of the seven United 
States uniformed services (Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Ser-
vice). Surviving spouses of deceased individuals 
who, if living, would be eligible for membership. 
MSVC memberships are open to all eligible people. 

Contact :  msvc-moaa@gmail.com   for  more infor-
mation or download the membership form here: 
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/
docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BECOME A MOAA NATIONAL  
PREMIUM OR LIFE MEMBER:  

MOAA National and Chapter membership is 
open to all Retired, Former, and Active Officers of 
the seven uniformed services and spouses can be-
come Chapter members. Officers on active service 
(active or reserve duty) are exempt from paying 
chapter member dues.   

 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
MOAA LIFE Membership is the most elite member-
ship category. As a MOAA LIFE Member, you'll re-
ceive all of MOAA's PREMIUM benefits - plus more 
- for life. Additional benefits include spouse protec-
tion and direct access to MOAA staff experts on the 
dedicated MOAA LIFE Member Hotline. 

PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP                                 
MOAA PREMIUM Membership gives you total ac-
cess to everything MOAA has to offer, including our 
full spectrum of career and financial resources, 
MOAA-exclusive publications, college scholarships 
for dependents, and countless discounts on prod-
ucts and travel. 

MEMBERSHIP MOMENT    Florence Hosler   Membership                                       

Mahoning and Shenango Valleys Chapter has opened its 2025 

season in accordance with our Chapter Constitution and Bylaws. 

Those members that have not renewed their chapter membership 

by 1 July will be dropped from our rolls. If you have discovered that 

you have not renewed your chapter dues, you may resubmit your 

request for membership by attending a meeting or sending a mem-

bership application (found at our chapter website, msvcmoaa.org. 

along with $20.00 membership dues to MSVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 

5342, Poland, OH 44514 or  WWW.MSVC-MOAA.ORG. Please 

contact me at msvcmoaa@gmail.com or at (330) 788-3270.  

MILITARY IDENTIFICATION CARD  
RENEWALS  

  
This is information is for our members that are military retir-
ees. There is a new ID Card that you need to get for you and 
your dependent. Look at your ID Card and check the expira-
tion date. For the military member it may read INDEFINATE 
and for the dependent there is an expiration date, check it 
out. Dependents cards become INDEF after age 65. The 
new ID Card is necessary for DEERS, TRICARE and other 
actions. 
 

For more information go to Military.com article titled “Military 
Retirees and Military Dependent ID Cards” at https://
www.military.com/benefits/military-dependent-id-cards.html  

 
Permanent ID Cards 
Family members and survivors of deceased veterans who are age 
65 or older, can get a permanent ID card. However, holders of the 
old style paper laminate ID cards with an expiration date must get 
the card replaced with the new Next Generation Uniformed Ser-
vices Identification Card by 2026. 

Renew Your Card my Mail 
Certain dependents such as fully disabled spouses or those with 
an incapacitated dependent might be able to renew their ID by 
mail. To do so, find your nearest ID card office using the RAPIDS 
locator. Then, give the office a call to learn if they issue IDs by mail 
and what their specific requirements are. 

The on-line address for the RAPIDS locator is https://
idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/locator.  

According to the locator system ID cards are available at the fol-
lowing places within an approximate distance of 75-miles of the 
greater Youngstown area. Suggestion: Before making a trip to any 
location, call and see what the hours of operation are, and if the 
site is manned. 

  
 AG HQ Ohio (Deployable 6), Camp James A. Garfield JMTC, 
6499 George Rd, Ravenna, OH 44266, (614) 336-8909      This 
location was a more preferrable; convenient, friendly and 
quick. 
  
37th IBCT Columbus, 5990 W. Airport Dr. North Canton, OH 
44720 (614) 336-6847 [Near airport.] 
910th AW Youngstown ARS, 3976 King Graves Rd. VIENNA, OH 
44473, (330) 609-1095  

mailto:MSVC-MOAA@GMAIL.COM
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No More Reductions in Dependency and Indem-
nity Compensation (DIC) – The current rate still 
falls short of equivalent federal survivor benefits. 
We’re demanding an increase to properly honor the 
service and sacrifice of our fallen heroes. 

 
Protecting the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) from 
Erosion – We’re keeping an eye on budget pro-
posals that would chip away at the SBP. If they try 
it, they'll have the full force of MOAA—and maybe a 
well-placed rainbow leading to a strong rebuke—
waiting for them. 

 
A “More Perfect” PACT Act: The Next Battle for 

Veterans’ Health Care 
 
Ah, the PACT Act—a glorious victory, but still needing 
reinforcements! While it expanded benefits for those 
exposed to burn pits and other toxins, we’re pushing 
for improvements to ensure every affected veteran 
gets the care they deserve. Here’s what we’re charg-
ing forward with: 

Ensuring Timely Implementation – The VA must 
process claims quickly and fairly. We’ll not stand 
by while veterans are buried under mountains of 
paperwork. 
Expanding Coverage for More Conditions – Sci-
ence marches on, and we must ensure that new 
findings on toxic exposure lead to expanded eligi-
bility for affected veterans. 
Boosting VA Health Care Funding – Quality care 
takes resources, and we won’t let budget con-
straints become an excuse for denying care to 
those who served. 

Final Words from Your Favorite Retired Major 
(and Resident Leprechaun) 
Me fellow warriors, we march ever onward, guarding 
our benefits like a vigilant sentry over a cache of gold. 
If Congress thinks they can trim away at what we’ve 
earned, they’ll find themselves facing a force greater 
than any leprechaun’s luck—the unyielding determi-
nation of the veteran community! 
 
So stay sharp, stay involved, and if ye ever need a bit 
o’ luck—well, ye might just find a four-leaf clover or 
two in your inbox after this update!     

EDITORIAL: MARCH MADNESS IS HERE  
 
I don’t mean the basketball finals.  I mean the reac-

tion of some during the President’s speech to the joint mem-
bers of Congress. I don’t want to concentrate on the mes-
sage, but the reaction it caused.  Our country’s name is the 
United States of America, with a key point of “United.”  At 
least one time during any year when we should all come 
together as a “United” country and people, should be when 
any President addresses a joint session of Congress.  Re-
gardless of the spoken message; the visual message is 
equally important.  What the nation and world saw was half 
of the U.S. Congress displaying disrespect to  the Office of 
the President of the United States of America.  A Congress-
man threatened the President with his cane and the opposi-
tion party failed to recognize the President and honored 
guests in the gallery.  Let’s not mention the  signs they dis-
played during the address.  Shameful and infantile con-
duct.  When did this disgraceful conduct begin, and who 
instituted this scandalous behavior.  Looking back at several 
decades of State of the Union Address’ and there has al-
ways been some form of not applauding portions of an ad-
dress, but nothing like that was displayed at the 4 March 
speech.  It seems to have begun in 2019 with the then 
Speaker of the House  and was highlighted on 4 February 
2020, when the Speaker  tore up the printed State of the 
Union address given to them by the President.  Disgraceful 
and despicable.  I believe that is deliberate destruction of 
government property.   

 

Congress as “employees” of the Federal government should 
be more cognizant of the citizens of the country that they 
work for.  The disrespect displayed by half of the Congress 
toward the President during the State of the Union shows a 
contempt toward all Americans.  These people could care 
less about bettering your conditions, than to better their own 
condition.  They simply don’t care.  It’s all about them, not 
us as in the U.S.  Again, this was one time when we should 
all come together as a “United” country and people, but they 
missed the mark.  Too bad. 

 
 
 
 
 

Editorials in this newsletter are the opinions solely of the individual authors and do 
not necessarily express the policy or opinions of the editor or publisher, nor do 
they reflect an endorsement by the Mahoning Shenango Valleys Chapter or the 
national organization of the Military Officers Association of America. 
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