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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Roderick Hosler

We've kicked off 2025 with a notable program
at our 17 January meeting. MOAA National Staffer
and Vice President of Council/Chapter and Member
Support, Captain Jim Carman, USN (Ret.) provided
the chapter great insight into MOAA, its mission, legis-
lative concerns and other programs.

Your chapter leadership continues to work hard
to provide informative and entertaining programs that
extols comradery and our common military inter-
ests. As we proceed into a new year, there are many
challenges facing us, the chapter, MOAA and the na-
tion. We constantly seek your active participation in
our meeting which is critical for the health and longevi-
ty of the chapter. Secondly, consider serving on the
chapter board of directors. Your experience and in-
sight, will add to and increase the relevance of the
chapter and its members. It ‘ain’t’ that hard or difficult
and every former officer should look at this as an op-
portunity to make the chapter better. As Cadet Com-
mand and the ROTC program use to say, “Step up to
the Challenge.” Finally, We publish our calendar with-
projected activities and events well enough in advance
in many media forms. Block out the time to partici-
pate, so again, please mark your calendars and plan
to attend.

We begin a new year with a new national lead-
ership and administration for all Americans. Regard-
less of your personal beliefs, we must put aside our
divisiveness and petty politics. For far too long, the
interests of everyday Americans citizens have taken a
backseat to special interests groups, illegal aliens,
widespread crime in big cities, constant rant of wide-
spread racism, radical ideologies that have embraced
much of the country. Whatever position you take,
“America First,” should be at the top of your priori-
ties. Itis all about the “US” (the United States) and the
citizens past and present that made America, for all of

its flaws .
Cont. pg. 4

JANUARY MEETING ROLLUP

MOAA-MSVC hosted its monthly luncheon meeting on
Friday, 17 January 2025 at A La Cart Catering in Can-
field.

Our program was a presentation by Captain Jim Car-
man, USN (Retired) from MOAA National Headquarters.
He is the Vice President of Council/Chapter and Member
Support, who provided the chapter great insight into
MOAA, its mission, legislative concerns and other pro-
grams.

40 MSVC members and guests RSVP to attend, with
33 in attendance. The chapter welcomed Joel Amendo-
lara a former Lieutenant in the Coast Guard at our Janu-
ary meeting. We hope to see him again in the near future.

i L
R Captain Carmen
and MSVC Pres.

Rod Hosler

Joe Mersol giving his Legislative
update. Joel Amendolara giving a

brief on his career.
Photos by Dave DiTallo
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Joe Mersol, Legislative Liaison

Attention, esteemed members and spouses of the
MSVC-MOAA,

At ease and gather 'round for some intel that's bound
to boost your morale. The Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st
Century Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Improve-
ment Act, affectionately known as the Dole Act, was
signed into law on January 2, 2025. This landmark leg-
islation is set to enhance the quality of life and provide
peace of mind for our veteran community and their
dedicated caregivers.

Home Care and Caregiver Support

Full Coverage for Home Nursing Care: The VA's
share of home nursing care costs has been increased
from 65% to 100%, ensuring that our veterans can re-
ceive essential services without the financial burden.

Mental Health Grants for Caregivers: Recognizing
the vital role of caregivers, the act provides grants to
mental health service providers specifically for family
caregivers, ensuring they receive the support they
need.

Streamlined Application Processes: Bureaucratic
hurdles for caregivers seeking benefits have been re-
duced, making it easier for them to access necessary
support.

Expanded Support Programs: Training, financial aid,
and mental health resources are now available for
caregivers not eligible for the VA’s Program of Compre-
hensive Assistance for Family Caregivers (PCAFC),
ensuring broader support.

Home Health Aides Pilot Program: A pilot program
has been launched to hire nursing assistants for in-
home care in underserved regions, ensuring that all
veterans have access to quality care.

Fighting Veteran Homelessness

Higher Per Diem for Transitional Housing: The per
diem rates have been increased from 115% of costs to
133%, with even higher rates for regions with elevated
costs, providing better support for veterans in transi-
tional housing.

Basic Necessities for Unhoused Veterans: The VA
can now supply bedding, hygiene products, food, and
transportation to medical appointments, ensuring that
unhoused veterans have access to essential services.

Prevention Efforts: Initiatives to identify veterans at
risk of homelessness have been strengthened, includ-
ing funding for job training, mental health services, and
substance abuse treatment, aiming to prevent home-

lessness before it starts. Cont. on pg. 3

MSVC Board Members:

President: Rod Hosler, LTC, USA, (Ret)
hosler1@zoominternet.net 330-788-3270

1st Vice President: Dave Di Tallo, CDR, USN, (Ret)
Program Chair
david.ditallo@gmail.com 330-758-8597

2nd Vice President: Florence M. Hosler, LT, USNR,
(Fmr) Membership Chair
hoslerfm@zoominternet.net 330 788 3270

Secretary: Al Lind, LT, USN, (Fmr)
alcalind@zoominternet.net 330-757-0336

Treasurer: Bruce Bille, LT, USN, (Fmr)
bbille.usna.82@gmail.com 330 219-2473

Members at Large:

Joseph Mersol, Maj, USA, (Ret.)
Legislative Liaison
imersol@gmail.com , 330 565-3328

Stephen J. Motika, MAJ, USA, (Ret.)
Student Affairs Liaison
smm6162@aol.com 330-647-1704

Ralph DeLucia, CPT, USA, (Fmr)
YARS Base Community Council Liaison
rok31A@msn.com 330-727-9205

Historian: Dennis Gartland, CPT, USA, (Fmr)
gartlanddj2@yahoo.com (330) 637-4843

Chaplain: Ralph Minton, LtCol, USAF (Ret.)
mintonrandb1@gmail.com

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN FEBRUARY:
02 Feb 1848: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was
signed with Mexico set the Rio Grande River as a
boundary for Texas, and gave the U.S. ownership of
California, Nevada, Utah and Colorado as well as an
area comprising most of New Mexico and approximately
two thirds of Arizona.
02 Feb 1901: Army Nurse Corps established.
03 Feb 1943: Sinking of the USAT Dorchester and the
“Four Army Chaplains.”
12 Feb 1809: Abraham Lincoln’s birthday.
13 Feb1943: Marine Corps Women's Reserve estab-
lished.
19 Feb 1941: U.S. Coast Guard Reserve Birthday
19 Feb 1945: Battle of Iwo Jima begins; flag raising on
23 Feb.
20 Feb 1962: Lt. Col. John Glenn (USMC) became the
first American to orbit the Earth.
22 Feb 1732: George Washington’s Birthday
28 Feb 1991: Persian Gulf War ends.
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moaa.orgtakeaction 1-800-234-6622 ext. 215

President Donald J. Trump (R) The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington DC 20500
Switchboard: 202-456-1414 www.whitehouse.gov

OHIO

Senator Jon A. Husted (R) U.S. Senate
SR-198 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

202-224-3353 www.husted.senate.gov

Senator Bernie Moreno (R) U.S. Senate
SR-B33 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

(202) 224-2315 www.moreno.senate.gov

Representative David P. Joyce (R)
U.S. Congressional OH District 14
2065 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC, 20515-3514

(202) 225-5731 www.joyce.house.gov
8500 Station Street

Mentor, OH 44060 (440) 352-3939

Representative Michael A. Rulli
U.S. Congressional OH District 6
2082 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20525
(202)225-5705 www.rulli.house.gov
4137 Boardman-Canfield Rd

Ste 106 Canfield, OH 44406

(330) 967-7312

PENNSYLVANIA

Senator Robert Casey Jr. (D) U.S. Senate
393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-6324 www.casey.senate.gov

Senator John Fetterman (D) U.S. Senate
B40B Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-4254 www.fetterman.senate.gov/

Representative Mike Kelly (R)

U.S. Congressional PA District 16

1707 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-5406 or

33 Chestnut Avenue Sharon, PA 16146
(724) 342-7170 www.kelly.house.gov

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Ohio Ohio Legislature

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania Legislature

Legislative update

Access to VA Health Care

Home- and Community-Based Care: Funds have been
allocated for in-home care services and related items, en-
suring veterans can receive care in the comfort of their
homes.

Same-Day Scheduling: A plan has been mandated for
same-day appointment scheduling, reducing wait times
and improving access to care.

Dental Benefits: A pilot dental program has been estab-
lished for veterans with heart disease, along with improve-
ments to existing programs and services, ensuring compre-
hensive health care.

Telehealth Services: Telehealth options for rural and un-
derserved veterans have been enhanced, ensuring that all
veterans have access to care regardless of their location.

Rural Ambulance Coverage: Reimbursements for ambu-
lance transportation in remote areas are now provided, en-
suring that veterans in rural areas have access to emer-
gency services.

Mobile Mammography: Funding for mobile mammogra-
phy services has been expanded, ensuring that female vet-
erans have access to essential preventive care.

Mental Health Services: Reporting requirements on VA
mental health services and suicide prevention efforts have
been strengthened, while increasing non-VA mental health
support options for veterans in the community, ensuring
comprehensive mental health care.

Education, Employment, and Economic Benefits

Education Benefits: The Fry Scholarship and the Gl Bill
housing stipend have been enhanced, providing better
support for veterans pursuing education.

Oversight of Institutions: Oversight of educational pro-
viders serving veterans has been tightened, ensuring that
veterans receive quality education.

Technology Training: Access to high-tech training and
education programs for veterans transitioning to civilian
careers has been expanded, ensuring veterans are well-
prepared for the civilian workforce.

Cont. on pg. 4
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A few military truths

“It is easier to find men who will volunteer to die, than to
find those who are willing to endure pain with patience.”
— Julius Caesar

“Few men are born brave. Many become so through train-
ing and force of discipline”
— Flavius Vegetius Renatus

"Battles are sometimes won by generals; wars are nearly
always won by sergeants and privates."
-F.E. Adcock, British classical scholar

"The essence of war is violence. Moderation in war is im-
becility"
-British Sea Lord John Fisher

"If men make war in slavish obedience to rules, they will
fail."
- Ulysses S. Grant

War is cruelty. There's no use trying to reform it, the cruel-
er it is the sooner it will be over.
-William Tecumseh Sherman

HOR

MSVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2025
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Note: Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings are held
at A La Cart Catering, 249 Lisbon Street, Canfield.
Lunch Meetings (October — March): Gather at 11:30 AM,
Lunch at 12:00/Noon.
Dinner Meetings (April —

September): Gather at 5:30 PM,

Legislative update

Access to VA Health Care

Home- and Community-Based Care: Funds have
been allocated for in-home care services and related
items, ensuring veterans can receive care in the
comfort of their homes.

Same-Day Scheduling: A plan has been mandated
for same-day appointment scheduling, reducing wait
times and improving access to care.

Dental Benefits: A pilot dental program has been
established for veterans with heart disease, along
with improvements to existing programs and ser-
vices, ensuring comprehensive health care.

Telehealth Services: Telehealth options for rural
and underserved veterans have been enhanced,
ensuring that all veterans have access to care re-
gardless of their location.

Rural Ambulance Coverage: Reimbursements for
ambulance transportation in remote areas are now
provided, ensuring that veterans in rural areas have
access to emergency services.

Dinner at 6:00 PM.

FEB 21 — Luncheon Meeting, program: 910th ALW and C-J
Model, Capt. Joe Lonardo.

MAR 21 — Luncheon Meeting, program: Rebuilding the U.S.
Defense Industrial Base.

APR 17 — ROTC/JROTC/Commissionee’s Recognition Din-
ner, 6:00 PM.

MAY 15 — Dinner Meeting, Program: TBD

MAY 17 — Decoration of Graves, Calvary Cemetery, 9:00 -
10:00 AM, Youngstown.

MAY 26 — MEMORIAL DAY Ceremony, Oak Hill Cemetery,
8:30 AM, Youngstown.

JUN 19 — Dinner Meeting at Golden Corral Hermitage, PA,
5:00 - 7:00 PM, program: TBD.

JUL 24 — Picnic at Vienna Fish & Game Club, 4:30 - 7:00
PM, Vienna. (Date Change)
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Presidents message cont.

and faults, still the greatest country in the world. This is
why so many want to come here, but come legally. As brief-
ly mentioned last month, sometimes our own government
and yes, Congress seems to work against the very people
they are charged and elected to look after and protect. You
can see that playout during the hearings of the cabinet
nominees. Questions seem to resemble an interrogation or
inquisition directed toward personal and political past stanc-
es and little to do with how the nominee will administer their
department for the good of the country. Even some mem-
bers of Congress are not immune to Anti-American fervor
and | believe the term is “resistance.” The American public
sees these attacks against qualified candidates and know
who the real “toads in the road” are and who are looking out
for America. |t goes beyond the selection of a cabinet. It
becomes a national identity for what used to be called the
loyal opposition. We must put aside our petty differences
and do our part to make America a success for all Ameri-
cans. We must return to the times of American greatness
both national and internationally where being an American
was something special.

Editorials in this newsletter, are the opinions solely of the individual authors and
do not necessarily express the policy or opinions of the newsletter’s editor or pub-
lisher, nor do they reflect an endorsement by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys

Chapter or the national organization of the Military Officers Association of Ameri-
ca.




Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter
Membership Requirements

The membership in MSVC shall be composed of:
men and women who are or have been commis-
sioned or warrant officers of the seven United
States uniformed services (Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Ser-
vice). Surviving spouses of deceased individuals
who, if living, would be eligible for membership.
MSVC memberships are open to all eligible people.

Contact : msvc-moaa@gmail.com for more infor-
mation or download the membership form here:
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/
docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf
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MEMBERSHIP MOMENT
Florence Hosler, 2nd VP & Membership chair

Our 2025 Membership Campaign starts this month,

January through March, you may dues at anytime now. Just

note that they are for 2025. STILL $20

Reminder cards have been mailed!
You may contact me at msvcmoaa@gmail.com or at (330)
788-3270 if you have any questions.

Ll

MOAA

BECOME A MOAA NATIONAL
PREMIUM OR LIFE MEMBER:

MOAA National and Chapter membership is
open to all Retired, Former, and Active Officers of
the seven uniformed services and spouses can be-
come Chapter members. Officers on active service
(active or reserve duty) are exempt from paying
chapter member dues.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

MOAA LIFE Membership is the most elite member-
ship category. As a MOAA LIFE Member, you'll re-

ceive all of MOAA's PREMIUM benefits - plus more
- for life. Additional benefits include spouse protec-

tion and direct access to MOAA staff experts on the
dedicated MOAA LIFE Member Hotline.

PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP

MOAA PREMIUM Membership gives you total ac-
cess to everything MOAA has to offer, including our
full spectrum of career and financial resources,
MOAA-exclusive publications, college scholarships
for dependents, and countless discounts on prod-
ucts and travel.

Legislative Cont.
Home Loan Adjustments: Changes benefiting Native
ble access to home loans.

Updated Burial Allowances: Eligibility for burial allow-
ances has been broadened, and definitions for surviving
spouses have been revised, ensuring that veterans and
their families receive the honors they deserve.

of advocacy and the unwavering commitment to improving

that no one is left behind.

dry.

Respectfully,
Major Joe Mersol

American veterans have been introduced, ensuring equita-

This comprehensive legislation is a testament to the power

the lives of our veterans and their families. As we move for-
ward, let's continue to support and uplift each other, ensuring

Stay sharp, stay informed, and as always, keep your powder
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: MOAA-MSVC LUNCHEON MEETING NOTICE - FRI-

¢ DAY, 17 FEBRUARY
L 4

V MOAA-MSVC will have its monthly luncheon meetlng on
M Frlday, 21 February 2025 at A La Cart Catering in Can-
field. Our program will be presented by Captain Joe
@ Lonardo from the 910th Air Lift Wing at the Youngstown
@ Air Reserve Station and he’ll talk about the new C-130J
® Model. Joe is a member of our chapter and the son of
v chapter member Rich Lonardo. Check-in starts at 11:30
@ AM, with luncheon at 12:00 Noon. Lunch cost is $20.00
® and you may pay for you meal at the door. RSVPs no
@ |ater than Monday, 10 February at
¥ msvemoaa@gmail.com and please let us know if you
are bringing a guest. Please remember that we pay for
@ all meals ordered and if you reserve a meal and do not
@ attend, you are responsible for the cost of that
® meal. Your active participation in our meetlng and events
¥ are the catalyst that keeps us going and growing. Hope

: to see you all there.
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While reviewing historically significant data for
the month | came across two | thought were significant
and want to expand on each:

First is Major (Doctor) Rhonda Cornum, U.S. Army, who
was serving as the flight surgeon with the 2nd Battalion,
229th Aviation Regiment during the Persian Gulf

War. On 27 February 1991, while performing a search
and rescue mission, her Black Hawk helicopter was
shot down by enemy fire. She suffered two broken
arms, a broken finger, a gunshot wound and other inju-
ries. Major Cornum was captured, taken prisoner and
assaulted by one of her Iraqi captors. One of 34 Ameri-
cans captured during the war, she was held prisoner for
a week in Baghdad, interrogated constantly, facing sev-
eral mock executions and then was released on 5
March 1991. She continued to serve and retired from
the Army (1978-2012) as a Brigadier General with 34
years of active duty. General Cornum has earned: the
Army Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross Bronze Star, Purple Heart and
many other military awards and honors. One of her

best quota’s is; “Army leadership is committed to tak-
ing care of every Soldier regardless of whether they are
ill, injured or have a psychological diagnosis. But our
responsibility really doesn't start and stop there.” Her
leadership and service is an inspiration to all members
of the Armes Services.

Second, are the four Army Chaplains who sacrificed
their lives for other servicemen as the American troop-
ship USAT Dorchester sank on 3 February 1943, during
World War Il. The Dorchester, an Army transport ship
enroute to England carrying approximately 900

troops including four Army chaplains. During the early
morning hours of 3 February, the Dorchester was torpe-
doed by the German submarine U-223 off Newfound-
land and began to sink. The chaplains helped the other
soldiers board lifeboats and gave up their own life jack-
ets when the supply ran out. When last seen the four
chaplains joined arms, said prayers, and sang hymns as
they went down with the ship. The chaplains were: 1LT
George L. Fox, a Methodist; 1LT Alexander D. Goode, a
Jewish rabbi; 1LT John P. Washington, a Roman Cath-
olic priest; and 1LT Clark V. Poling, a Dutch Reformed
minister; each was posthumously awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross and the Purple Heart. This was
true faith, courage and leadership exhibited in the face
of certain death, and an inspiration to others for selfless
service and sacrifice.
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More photos from our January lunch with thanks to Dave DiTallo
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. Friendly fire — isn’t.
2. Recoilless rifles — aren’t.

4 3. Suppressive fires — won't.

¥¢ 4. You are not Superman; Marines and fighter pilots take

Y note.

¥ 5. A sucking chest wound is Nature’s way of telling you to
slow down.

e 6. If it's stupid but it works, it isn’t stupid.

4 7. Try to look unimportant; the enemy may be low on am-

¥ mo and not want to waste a bullet on you.

¥¢ 8. If at first you don’t succeed, call in an air strike.

w9, |f you are forward of your position, your artillery will fall
short.

+ 10. Never share a foxhole with anyone braver than your-

¥ self.

i . “I feel that retired generals should never miss an oppor-
Y¢ tunity to remain silent concerning matters for which they
¥ are no longer responsible.”

i General H. Norman Schwarzkopf
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