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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Roderick Hosler

Just a reminder that the Chapter is now meeting on
Fridays for our monthly winter meeting and din-

ners. We are still experiencing some difficulties in tab-
ulating the number of meals to order at A La Cart. Ad-
vanced notices are sent out in time for you to decide to
attend. We ask you for an RSVP to determine attend-
ance so, will you please respond by emailing me

at msvcmoaa@gmail.com if you are coming or not.

We’re getting ready to close out 2024. It has been a
great year for meeting and gathering. Caping off the
year of course, was the national elections on 5 No-
vember. There were both exhilaration and disappoint-
ment at the outcome. That being said, as Americans,
we must all encourage the coming together of our peo-
ple, regardless, to bind up the differences that divide
the country. Prolong division can only lead further
fragmentation of the country. We all have an obliga-
tion to assure our neighbors and friends, that democ-
racy will not end and the country will proceed forward
regardless of our political differences. As we end No-
vember and look to December, we have much to be
thankful for; country, family, prosperity and free-

dom. On a side note, | had the honor to serve on Con-
gressman Michael Rulli’s service Academy selection
board on Saturday, 23 November in Hanoverton, Ohio.
There were fourteen candidates seeking nominations
to our service academies. All young men and women
were outstanding, and it was a tough selection. Once
they have received a nomination, they then must meet
the academy’s stringent qualification requirements.
Cadet Xojier Lewis, Fitch High School Air Force Junior
ROTC, our September speaker, was one of the candi-
dates seeking a nomination to the U.S. Military Acade-
my.

Cont. on pg. 3

NOVEMBER DINNER MEETING ROLLUP

The Chapter hosted its monthly dinner meeting on
Friday, 15 November at A La Cart Catering in Can-
field. Our program was World War | Artifacts presented
by MAJ Steve Motika and LT Al Lind. Steve and Al
brough in many interesting artifacts, uniforms and equip-
ment and described their use and evolution. Al brought in
many German, French, Italian and British steel and leath-
er helmets and talked about the technology and evolution
of each country’s helmets. The dinner was A La Cart
Thanksgiving special; turkey, dressing and all the trim-
mings. Wonderful. Thank you, Shelly. The chapter had
22 members and guests present. Thank you all for
your support.

Somewhere in here are Steve and Al, the two handsome
fellows!

MSVC-MOAA
PO Box 5342
Poland, OH 44514

WWW.MSVC-MOAA.ORG
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Joe Mersol, Legislative Liaison

As we gather to celebrate the holidays and reflect on
the blessings of the year, it’s also a time to consider
the work still to be done to secure and protect the ben-
efits that we and our fellow service members have
earned. MOAA’s legislative priorities are in the midst of
a critical year-end sprint, and your voice plays a vital
role in ensuring Congress finishes strong.

What'’s on the Line?

Several key issues remain unresolved as the legislative
calendar winds down. At the forefront is the 2024 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which im-
pacts not just servicemember pay but also critical is-
sues like military housing, health care, and family sup-
port programs. A lack of resolution could lead to de-
layed implementation of pay raises and other critical
benefits. Let’'s ensure that our troops and their families
receive the support they deserve.

Another pressing matter is funding the government for
the remainder of the fiscal year. Temporary stopgap
measures are no substitute for stable funding, particu-
larly for programs that directly affect military readiness
and veterans’ services. Prolonged uncertainty jeopard-
izes the care and benefits of those who serve or have
served.

Focus Areas for Advocacy

Pay and Benefits MOAA continues to advocate for
the full implementation of the 5.2% military pay raise
as promised in the FY 2024 budget. This is the larg-
est pay increase in over 20 years, and it’s vital that
Congress acts to honor this commitment without de-
lays or reductions.

Health Care Access The fight to preserve access to
quality health care remains a top priority. MOAA is
pushing back against cuts to the military health sys-
tem and pressing for expanded coverage for mental
health services, a critical need as many continue to
grapple with the impacts of service.

Support for Military Families Improving housing,
childcare, and spouse employment opportunities are
essential to strengthening the force. The NDAA con-
tains provisions to address these areas, but your ad-
vocacy ensures they remain a priority.

Survivor Benefits and Veteran Support MOAA is
championing legislation to protect survivor benefit
payments and improve VA claims processing. It's a
vital piece of ensuring no family is left behind.
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MSVC Board Members:

President: Rod Hosler, LTC, USA, (Ret)
hosler1@zoominternet.net 330-788-3270

1st Vice President: Dave Di Tallo, CDR, USN, (Ret)
Program Chair
david.ditallo@gmail.com 330-758-8597

2nd Vice President: Florence M. Hosler, LT, USNR,
(Fmr) Membership Chair
hoslerfm@zoominternet.net 330 788 3270

Secretary: Al Lind, LT, USN, (Fmr)
alcalind@zoominternet.net 330-757-0336

Treasurer: Bruce Bille, LT, USN, (Fmr)
bbille.usna.82@gmail.com 330 219-2473

Members at Large:

Joseph Mersol, Maj, USA, (Ret.)
Legislative Liaison
imersol@gmail.com , 330 565-3328

Stephen J. Motika, MAJ, USA, (Ret.)
Student Affairs Liaison
smm6162@aol.com 330-647-1704

Ralph DeLucia, CPT, USA, (Fmr)
YARS Base Community Council Liaison
rok31A@msn.com 330-727-9205

Historian: Dennis Gartland, CPT, USA, (Fmr)
gartlanddj2@yahoo.com (330) 637-4843

Chaplain: Ralph Minton, LtCol, USAF (Ret.)
mintonrandb1@gmail.com

DECEMBER MOAA-MSVC~ROA
CHRISTMAS PARTY and FUNDRAISER

Mahoning and Shenango Valleys Chapter of MOAA and
ROA Chapter 42 will co-host our annual Christmas Party
and Fundraiser on Saturday, 14 December at A la Cart
Catering in Canfield. Social begins at 11:30 followed by a
holiday concert performed by the 5th Avenue Brass
Quintet, 12:00-1:00; dinner at 1:00 PM; followed out an-
nual fund raiser, 2:00-4:00 PM. This is our premier fund-
raiser of the year and we’re asking you to bring a wrapped
gift starting at $25.00 for the mystery auction. Proceeds
from the auction will go to support the Chapter, our schol-
arships and veterans assistance programs. RSVPs not
later than Tuesday, 10 December, at
msvcmoaa@gmail.com or (330) 788-3270, and please let
us know if you are bringing a guest. This is a BYOB func-
tion.
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moaa.orgtakeaction 1-800-234-6622 ext. 215

President Joseph R. Biden Jr. (D) The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington DC 20500
Switchboard: 202-456-1414 www.whitehouse.gov

OHIO

Senator Sherrod Brown (D) U.S. Senate
Hart Senate Office Bldg. Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-2315 www.brown.senate.gov

Senator James D. (J.D.) Vance (R) U.S. Senate
B40-C Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

(202)224-3353 www.vance.senate.gov

240 East 9th Street, Room 3061

Cleveland, OH 44199

Representative David P. Joyce (R)
U.S. Congressional OH District 14
2065 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC, 20515-3514

(202) 225-5731 www.joyce.house.gov
8500 Station Street

Mentor, OH 44060 (440) 352-3939

Representative Michael A. Rulli
U.S. Congressional OH District 6
2082 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20525
(202)225-5705 www.rulli.house.gov
4137 Boardman-Canfield Rd

Ste 106 Canfield, OH 44406

(330) 967-7312

PENNSYLVANIA

Senator Robert Casey Jr. (D) U.S. Senate
393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-6324 www.casey.senate.gov

Senator John Fetterman (D) U.S. Senate
B40B Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-4254 www.fetterman.senate.gov/

Representative Mike Kelly (R)

U.S. Congressional PA District 16

1707 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-5406 or

33 Chestnut Avenue Sharon, PA 16146
(724) 342-7170 www.kelly.house.gov

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Ohio Ohio Legislature

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania Legislature

Presidents message cont.

Finally, a friendly reminder that the MSVC-MOAA
annual fundraiser will be in conjunction with the MOAA
Christmas Party set for Saturday, 14 December, 12:00/
Noon-4:00 PM at A La Cart Catering. The festivities will
begin with a social gathering at 11:30 AM followed by a
holiday concert performed by the 5th Avenue Brass Quinte,
12:00 -1:00 PM; dinner at 1:00 — 2:00 PM; followed out an-
nual fund raiser, 2:00-4:00 PM. The “Park Avenue Brass”
Quintet are a local world class group of musicians. The
dinner will be $20.00 per person, followed by the gift raf-
fle. Please bring a wrapped gift valued at about $25.00 to
be auctioned off. The proceeds will go to support the
chapter and our local scholarship programs and veteran’s
programs. This will be a wonderful event and great time to
start the holiday season. Mark your calendars and hope to
see you there.

Editorials in this newsletter, are the opinions solely of the individual authors and
do not necessarily express the policy or opinions of the newsletter’s editor or
publisher, nor do they reflect an endorsement by the Mahoning-Shenango Val-
leys Chapter or the national organization of the Military Officers Association of
America.

Surviving Spouse Corner:
Florence Hosler, Surviving Spouse Liaison

Did your spouse die before he or she turned 60 years old
and before reaching the age to apply for retirement with
pay? Are you confused about what death benefit you might
be eligible for, and how to apply for it?

Let’s take this step by step to explain Reserve Component-
Survivor Benefit Plan (RCSBP) eligibility. If you can find
your loved one’s notice of eligibility letter (20-year letter), it
will outline what was selected at the 20-year mark in your
spouse’s career. If the “immediate” annuity was selected, it
is known as Option C (DD2656-5) and you are immediately
entitled to your spouse’s RCSBP. Option B is a deferred
annuity; the annuity is deferred to your spouse’s eligible
age of 60 if he or she were alive today. Option A is when
one declines election and the surviving spouse will not
have any RCSBP.

If you are unable to locate the 20-year letter, call

the appropriate service casualty office and report your
spouse’s passing, and they can help you. Find more con-
tact information online at these sites:

Army Reserve: http://www.hrc.army.mil/
Air Force Reserve: http://www.arpc.afrc.af.mil/

Navy Reserve: https://www.mynavyhr.navy.mil/Career-
Management/Reserve-Personnel-Mgmt/Reserve-
Retirements/

Cont. on pg 4
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Surviving Spouse; cont

Marine Corps Reserve: http://
www.marforres.marines.mil/

Coast Guard Reserve: http://reserve.uscg.mil/

For example, a surviving spouse of a Navy service-
member who was a gray-area reservist should call
(833) 330-6622 and report the passing of your loved
one. Mail a request for death benefits, along with an
original death certificate, to:

Navy Personnel Command
ATTN: PERS-912E 5720
Integrity Dr. Bldg. 768
Millington, TN 38055

If your spouse reached the 20-year mark and was
eligible for retirement (regardless of branch), you will
need to call the Defense Finance and Accounting
Service at (800) 321-1080 to report the death.

There are various types of coverages for RCSBP,
such as spouse-only; spouse and child(ren); child
(ren) only; former spouse; former spouse and child
(ren); and natural interest person (insurable interest).

If you are eligible for RCSBP, you have only six
years from the date of your spouse’s death to apply
for the annuity or the annuity might be denied.

Find more details on the process at this link.

Capt. Kathy Thorp, USN (Ret) is a MOAA board member
and a member of MOAA's Surviving Spouse Advisory
Council.

MSVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2025
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Note: Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings are held
at A La Cart Catering, 249 Lisbon Street, Canfield.
Lunch Meetings (October — March): Gather at 11:30 AM,
Lunch at 12:00/Noon.
Dinner Meetings (April — September): Gather at 5:30 PM,
Dinner at 6:00 PM.
JAN 17 — Luncheon Meeting. Program: TBD.
FEB 21 — Luncheon Meeting, program: MOAA National
Speaker, TBD.
MAR 21 — Luncheon Meeting, program: TBD.
APR 17 — ROTC/JROTC/Commissionee’s Recognition
Dinner, 6:00 PM.
MAY 15 — Dinner Meeting, Program: TBD
MAY 17 — Decoration of Graves, Calvary Cemetery, 9:00 -
10:00 AM, Youngstown.
MAY 26 — MEMORIAL DAY Ceremony, Oak Hill Cemetery,
8:30 AM, Youngstown.
JUN 19 — Dinner Meeting at Golden Corral Hermitage, PA,
5:00 - 7:00 PM, program: TBD.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE Cont from pg 2

How You Can Help

This holiday season, consider reaching out to your
elected officials. A brief phone call, email, or letter
can make a significant impact. Remind them of the
sacrifices our service members and veterans have
made, and urge them to prioritize their welfare during
this legislative crunch.

Let’s channel the spirit of unity and service that de-
fines our military community into a powerful advoca-
cy effort. Together, we can secure these critical wins

and step into the new year with confidence and pride.

On behalf of the MSVC-MOAA, | wish you and your
loved ones a joyous holiday season. May your cele-
brations be filled with the warmth of family and
friends and the gratitude of a nation that recognizes
the value of your service.

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN DECEMBER:

27 November-13 December 1950 — Battle of the Chosin
Reservoir, North Korea.

07 December 1941 — Japanese Attack Pearl Harbor, HI.
07-26 December 1941 — Japanese Dominates Asia and
the Pacific Area.

08 December 1941 — U.S. Declares War on Japan.

10-22 December 1941 — Japan invades the Philippines and
battles U.S. and Filippino forces.

11 December 1941 — U.S. Declares War on Germany and
Italy.

16 December 1944 — Battle of the Bulge Begins.

25 December 1776 — Washington Crosses the Delaware
River.

26 December 1776 — Americans Defeat the Hessians at
the Battle of Trenton, NJ.

(“American Soldiers, we’ll cross a frozen river at night, and
kill you in your sleep on Christmas. No kidding, we’ve done
it before!”)

This Newsletter is published by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter
(MSVC), which is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are non-partisan. Any
advertisements that appear in this publication/website also do not reflect an
endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. Articles in this newsletter, are the opin-
ions solely of the individual authors and do not necessarily express the policy
or opinions of the newsletter’s editor or publisher, nor do they reflect an en-
dorsement by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter or the national organi-
zation of the Military Officers Association of America, unless so indicated
[Copyright 2016, Military Officers Association of American All rights reserved.]
Questions or comments should be directed to: LTC Roderick A. Hosler, USA,
Ret.; P.O. Box 5342; Poland, OH 44514, E-mail: msvcmoaa@gmail.com .
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Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter
Membership Requirements

The membership in MSVC shall be composed of:
men and women who are or have been commis-
sioned or warrant officers of the seven United
States uniformed services (Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Ser-
vice). Surviving spouses of deceased individuals
who, if living, would be eligible for membership.
MSVC memberships are open to all eligible people.

Contact : msvc-moaa@gmail.com for more infor-
mation or download the membership form here:
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/
docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf

MEMBERSHIP MOMENT
Florence Hosler, 2nd VP & Membership chair

Our 2025 Membership Campaign will start next Janu-
ary through March, you may pay next years dues at anytime
now. Just note that they are for 2025. STILL $20

Several members have renewed early, you can too!
You may contact me at msvcmoaa@gmail.com or at (330)
788-3270 if you have any questions.
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BECOME A MOAA NATIONAL
PREMIUM OR LIFE MEMBER:

MOAA National and Chapter membership is
open to all Retired, Former, and Active Officers of
the seven uniformed services and spouses can be-
come Chapter members. Officers on active service
(active or reserve duty) are exempt from paying
chapter member dues.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

MOAA LIFE Membership is the most elite member-
ship category. As a MOAA LIFE Member, you'll re-

ceive all of MOAA's PREMIUM benefits - plus more
- for life. Additional benefits include spouse protec-

tion and direct access to MOAA staff experts on the
dedicated MOAA LIFE Member Hotline.

PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP

MOAA PREMIUM Membership gives you total ac-
cess to everything MOAA has to offer, including our
full spectrum of career and financial resources,
MOAA-exclusive publications, college scholarships
for dependents, and countless discounts on prod-
ucts and travel.

MILITARY IDENTIFICATION CARD
RENEWALS

This is information is for our members that are military retir-
ees. There is a new ID Card that you need to get for you and
your dependent. Look at your ID Card and check the expira-
tion date. For the military member it may read INDEFINATE
and for the dependent there is an expiration date, check it
out. Dependents cards become INDEF after age 65. The
new ID Card is necessary for DEERS, TRICARE and other
actions.

For more information go to Military.com article titled “Military
Retirees and Military Dependent ID Cards” at https://
www.military.com/benefits/military-dependent-id-cards.html

Permanent ID Cards

Family members and survivors of deceased veterans who are age
65 or older, can get a permanent ID card. However, holders of the
old style paper laminate ID cards with an expiration date must get
the card replaced with the new Next Generation Uniformed Ser-
vices ldentification Card by 2026.

Renew Your Card my Mail

Certain dependents such as fully disabled spouses or those with
an incapacitated dependent might be able to renew their ID by
mail. To do so, find your nearest ID card office using the RAPIDS
locator. Then, give the office a call to learn if they issue IDs by mail
and what their specific requirements are.

The on-line address for the RAPIDS locator is https://
idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/locator.

According to the locator system ID cards are available at the fol-
lowing places within an approximate distance of 75-miles of the
greater Youngstown area. Suggestion: Before making a trip to any
location, call and see what the hours of operation are, and if the
site is manned.

AG HQ Ohio (Deployable 6), Camp James A. Garfield JMTC,
6499 George Rd, Ravenna, OH 44266, (614) 336-8909  This
location was a more preferrable; convenient, friendly and
quick.

37th IBCT Columbus, 5990 W. Airport Dr. North Canton, OH
44720 (614) 336-6847 [Near airport.]

910th AW Youngstown ARS, 3976 King Graves Rd. VIENNA, OH
44473, (330) 609-1095
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Park Avenue Brass

http://parkavenuebrass.com/.

This is the group playing for us at our Christmas Party on
Saturday, December 14th. Hope to see you there!!

CHAPTER SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR MSVC
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The MSVC Chapter is seeking two nominations
for Board of Directors replacing board members that
have left. You can make a difference. It's not back-
breaking, sweat inducing or mentally challenging. But it
is necessary. Your participation and leadership are im-
portant. Without you and your participation, the chapter
will not grow and could become stagnant. Success or
failure of the Chapter depends on you, its mem-
bers. Please evaluate your life circumstances and step
forward to become a member of the MSVC Board of Di-
rectors. Your participation and leadership is important.

YOUR GOVERNMENT AT WORK

Scoop: Biden Regime Quietly Revokes
Veterans Hiring Preference For Civil Ser-
vice Jobs

By Debra Heine, December 5, 2024,
American Greatness.

The current regime has quietly revoked the
veterans hiring preference for civil service jobs and
promotions, which since the 1944 Veterans Act gave
eligible veterans preference over others for appoint-
ments in federal civil service selection, a memoran-
dum obtained by American Greatness shows.

The goal of the veterans’ preference law was
to "provide a uniform method by which qualified vet-
erans [could] receive special consideration for federal
employment,” according to Military.com.

By law, veterans who are disabled or who
served on active duty during certain specified time
periods or in military campaigns are entitled to prefer-
ence over non-veterans both in hiring from competi-
tive lists and in retention during reductions in force.

New guidelines from the Defense Civilian Per-
sonnel Advisory Service (DCPAS) now stipulate that
"veterans’ preference should be considered on an
equal basis as other qualified candidates.”

This is another slap in the face of Veterans as
they attempt to readjust to civilian life. It's another,
“your service doesn’t count, your service doesn’t mat-
ter.”
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