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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
Roderick Hosler 

The Chapter is beginning our monthly winter meeting 
and dining schedule which is now set for Fridays. We 
are still experiencing some difficulties in tabulating the 
number of meals to order at A La Cart Catering.  Ad-
vanced notices are sent out in time for you to decide to 
attend. We ask you for an RSVP to determine attend-
ance.  RSVP is French for “Répondez s'il vous plait,” 
translated “Will you please respond," so, will you 
please respond by emailing me 
at  msvcmoaa@gmail.com if you are coming or not, 
and if you make a reservation and then do not attend 
you are still responsible for the meal cost. 

We are now entering the last six weeks of the 
election cycle until the national general election.  If you 
are like me, you are tired of the political ads that have 
inundated the media.  Who do you believe, what is the 
truth, and who is the best candidate that extols your 
virtues and standards?  These are difficult ques-
tions.  MOAA and its chapter affiliates remain political-
ly neutral in this endeavor and rightly so.  But what we 
can say and do, is to pay attention to the issues and 
candidates.  Evaluate the candidates on their past po-
litical stances and policies; and truthfulness of poten-
tial future policies.  Personalities should not matter in 
any election, but do.  A well informed electorate is criti-
cal for the democratic republic to succeed.  

What is important in considering any candidate 
are all their previous political positions and statements; 
stance on the border, border security, influx of illegal 
immigration, national defense, crime in cities, the 
economy, inflation, energy independence, the national 
debt, foreign policy, adhering to the Constitution and 
our freedoms, support for our allies and Israel, 
the  Afghanistan pullout, and other national policies 
and the restoration of American middle class values 
and morals.  Look at the candidate’s track record on 
these issues.  . 
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SEPTEMBER DINNER MEETING ROLLUP  
 

The Chapter hosted its monthly dinner meeting on 
Thursday, 19 September at A La Cart Catering in Can-
field.  Our program presenter was Austintown Fitch High 
School Air Force JROTC Cadet Xojier Lewis who talked 
about his experience at the Air Force JROTC Flight Acad-
emy at Tuskegee University, Alabama this summer. Ca-
det Lewis offered an excellent program of his training, 
highlighted by many photos in a slide show presentation. 
Everyone had a great time as we celebrated the accom-
plishments of this outstand Cadet. Cadets’ parents were 
also present at his dinner. The chapter had 22 members 
and guests present.  Thank you all for your support.  

 
Cadet Lewis with MSVC 
President Rod Hosler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
COL Riley, AF JROTC Sr. Instructor, Mr. Michael Lewis (father), Cadet 
Lewis, Ms Soffiah Abdullah (mother), and Rod Hosler 
 
 
Photos by Dave DiTallo 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE  
Joe Mersol, Legislative Liaison 

Fellow Warriors, 
I trust this report finds you in high spirits and squared 
away. Here's your latest sitrep on the legislative front, 
where MOAA continues to fight the good fight for our 
servicemembers, veterans, and their families. So, grab 
your coffee or preferred beverage of choice and settle 
in—let’s break it down, top brass style. 
     1. The Dole Act: A Critical Veterans Bill Stuck in the 
Trenches 

You'd think a bill named after the legendary Bob Dole 
would move faster, but sadly, the Dole Act (Directs 
Outreach for Locally Empowered Veterans Engage-
ment) is bogged down in the legislative mud. This act 
would give vets better access to mental health and 
peer-support programs. But—like a convoy without 
fuel—it's stalled, and it’s high time our elected leaders 
gave it a jump-start. 
MOAA has been advocating for this bill with the intensi-
ty of a full-force recon mission, but we need your fire-
power too. Please contact your lawmakers and ask 
them to support the Dole Act so our fellow veterans 
don’t have to wait any longer for the care they’ve 
earned. This one’s mission-critical. 
    2. COLA Prediction: Incoming 2025 Pay Adjustment 
Time to talk about your wallet—specifically, the Cost of 
Living Adjustment (COLA) for 2025. Predictions are 
circling like buzzards, and MOAA is tracking this close-
ly. The latest intel suggests a COLA increase of 3.2%, 
which could help cushion the blow of inflation, even if 
it’s not the bumper raise we all might’ve hoped for. 
While it’s not final yet, it’s looking pretty close. 
For those drawing retired pay, VA benefits, or Social 
Security, this could help keep your finances mission-
ready. However, with everything from gas to groceries 
costing an arm and a leg, keep your budgeting strate-
gies as sharp as your old field skills. 
     3. MOAA's Summer Advocacy: A Mission Well Exe-
cuted 

We’ve been pounding the pavement and hitting Capitol 
Hill hard this summer, making significant headway on a 
range of issues. Our biggest wins include advancing 
bills to increase pay for junior enlisted members and 
improvements in health care access. MOAA’s contin-
ued advocacy shows why it’s still the spearhead of mili-
tary support organizations, always putting troops first. 
So, if you ran out of sunscreen this summer while 
MOAA was securing legislative victories, consider it a 
win! And rest assured, we’ll keep advancing on these 
objectives like a finely tuned platoon—strong and fo-
cused. 
 

 

 

                                                            

MSVC Board Members: 

President: Rod Hosler, LTC, USA, (Ret)    

hosler1@zoominternet.net    330-788-3270 

1st Vice President: Dave Di Tallo, CDR, USN, (Ret)  

Program Chair 

david.ditallo@gmail.com  330-758-8597 

2nd Vice President: Florence M. Hosler, LT, USNR, 

(Fmr)  Membership Chair                                                   

hoslerfm@zoominternet.net  330 788 3270 

Secretary: Al Lind, LT, USN, (Fmr)

alcalind@zoominternet.net  330-757-0336 

Treasurer: Bruce Bille, LT, USN, (Fmr)            

bbille.usna.82@gmail.com  330 219-2473  

Members at Large: 

 

Joseph Mersol, Maj, USA, (Ret.)                                 

Legislative Liaison                                                     

jmersol@gmail.com , 330 565-3328 

 

Stephen J. Motika, MAJ, USA, (Ret.)                          

Student Affairs Liaison 

smm6162@aol.com  330-647-1704 

 

Ralph DeLucia, CPT, USA, (Fmr)                            

YARS Base Community Council Liaison         

rok31A@msn.com  330-727-9205 

Historian: Dennis Gartland, CPT, USA, (Fmr) 

gartlanddj2@yahoo.com  (330) 637-4843 

Chaplain: Ralph Minton, LtCol, USAF (Ret.)              

mintonrandb1@gmail.com  

Legislative Moment, cont. 
 
Final Thoughts 

You’ve faced tougher battles, and this legislative gridlock is 
no exception. We’ll continue the fight on your behalf, but 
we need your support too. A quick letter or call to your law-
makers could make all the difference. 
 

Stay frosty, watch your six, and don’t let Congress leave 
you out in the cold. 
 

Joe Mersol 
Airborne REMF 

MSVC-MOAA Legislative Liaison 
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moaa.orgtakeaction                       1-800-234-6622 ext. 215  

President Joseph R. Biden Jr. (D)  The White House                                                                    
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington DC 20500                                                                      
Switchboard: 202-456-1414 www.whitehouse.gov  

OHIO  

Senator Sherrod Brown (D) U.S. Senate                            
Hart Senate Office Bldg. Washington, DC 20510                 
(202) 224-2315 www.brown.senate.gov                                     
x                                  x 
Senator James D. (J.D.) Vance (R) U.S. Senate                 
B40-C Dirksen Senate Office Building                               
Washington, DC 20510                                                        
(202)224-3353 www.vance.senate.gov                                  
240 East 9th Street, Room 3061                                       
Cleveland, OH  44199 

Representative David P. Joyce (R)                                    
U.S. Congressional OH District 14                                       
2065 Rayburn House Office Building                                 
Washington, DC, 20515-3514                                             
(202) 225-5731 www.joyce.house.gov                                 
8500 Station Street                                                               
Mentor, OH 44060   (440) 352-3939 

Representative Michael A. Rulli                                          
U.S. Congressional  OH District 6                                         
2082 Rayburn House Office Building                                             
Washington, DC 20525                                                                  
(202)225-5705  www.rulli.house.gov                                                
4137 Boardman-Canfield Rd                                                      
Ste 106   Canfield, OH 44406                                               
(330) 967-7312 

PENNSYLVANIA  

 

Senator Robert Casey Jr. (D) U.S. Senate                              
393 Russell Senate Office Building                                        
Washington, D.C. 20510                                                          
(202) 224-6324 www.casey.senate.gov 

 
Senator John Fetterman (D) U.S. Senate                             
B40B Dirksen Senate Office Building                                    
Washington, D.C. 20510                                                          
(202) 224-4254 www.fetterman.senate.gov/ 

 
Representative Mike Kelly (R)                                                
U.S. Congressional PA District 16                                            
1707 Longworth House Office Building                                  
Washington, DC 20515                                                            
(202) 225-5406   or                                                                       
33 Chestnut Avenue Sharon, PA 16146                                  
(724) 342-7170 www.kelly.house.gov 

 

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS 

Ohio                Ohio Legislature 

Pennsylvania     Pennsylvania Legislature 

Presidents message cont. 
 

The bottom line is who is going to represent you, 
your values and the country the most.  These issues 
should weigh the most in your decision.  Emotions should 
never be considered in making your decision .  Personality 
should never be considered.  The results in your decision, 
if you fail to research for the leader of the country.  Select-
ing the “best candidate” that will benefit you, your children 
and the country is paramount.  The candidate and their pol-
icies will deeply affect you, your family and the country. 
This is our future? This is our children’s future 

 
Editorials in this newsletter, are the opinions solely of the individual authors and 
do not necessarily express the policy or opinions of the newsletter’s editor or 
publisher, nor do they reflect an endorsement by the Mahoning-Shenango Val-
leys Chapter or the national organization of the Military Officers Association of 
America. 

Surviving Spouse cont. 

2. You have rights. Lenders must follow specific protocols re-
garding mortgage adjustments, including disclosure procedures, 
fee explanations, and more. Get the full list from the Federal 
Trade Commission.                                                                       
3. You have protections. Servicemembers and veterans have 
special foreclosure-prevention rules in their favor, especially 
those who took out home loans before entering service (under 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, or SCRA). Learn more 
about these rules from the CFPB.                                                 
4. Know who’s calling. The VA will not call borrowers directly 
about their loan unsolicited, but borrowers may receive calls or 
mail from individuals pretending to represent the VA, or from 
lenders using VA-themed imagery in their mailers to imply a con-
nection. When in doubt, hang up or trash the mailer.                   
5. Refinance smart. The VA’s interest rate reduction refinance 
loan (IRRRL) may allow you to reduce your monthly mortgage 
payment with limited paperwork and no home inspection. Howev-
er, this streamlined approach makes the loan a favorite target of 
scammers. Read up on the IRRRL process to make an informed 
decision.                                                                                        
6. Go direct. Contact your lender through your lender’s website 
(or a phone number on a mortgage document) with questions or 
concerns. Other lenders are not permitted to ask you to stop 
communicating with your initial lender, per the CFPB – watch out 
for this red flag.                                                                              
7. Be patient. Do not allow yourself to be rushed into major finan-
cial moves; an over-eager lender could be urging you to move 
fast so you’ll skip your due diligence or sign something without 
reading it.                                                                                      
8. Ponder payments. Scammers could work multiple angles – 
some may request upfront fees and disappear before providing 
any services, while others could claim to offer services “at no ad-
ditional cost” as a way to collect your personal data. 

Stay Smart – Stop Scams 
MOAA has multiple resources to help identify scams of all types, 
many of which will apply to avoiding mortgage fraud. Premium 
and Life members can access exclusive recorded webinars with 
our experts and guests covering scam prevention. Find out more 
about these offerings at this link. 

moaa.org/takeaction
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Surviving Spouse Corner:   
Florence Hosler, Surviving Spouse Liaison                        
 

8 Tips to Avoid Home Loan Scams Targeting 
Servicemembers and Veterans 
By: Kevin Lilley 

VA-backed home loans totaled more than $144 bil-
lion in FY 2023, with the average loan worth more 
than $360,000. That figure draws attention from all 
manner of financial actors – not all of it good. 
  
One lender specializing in VA-backed loans faces a 
$2.25 million civil penalty after the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau (CFPB) found it “gave mis-
leading and incomplete cost comparisons to borrow-
ers” regarding cash-out refinance loan options, the 
bureau announced last month. And while the case 
affected veterans in just three states, homeowners 
around the nation should be on watch: One report 
claimed a 34.6% increase in home lending fraud in 
2023. 

Whether you’re looking to secure a new mortgage or 
considering refinance options, or you’re just a home-
owner who has ended up on some lender mailing 
lists, here are eight tips to keep your cash safe. 

1. You have options. Not all cash-out refinances are 
products of scam artists. The VA does back certain 
cash-out loans, including those used to turn non-VA-
backed mortgages into VA-secured ones. Learn 
more about the benefit at this link. 
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MSVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2024 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Note: Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings are held 
at A La Cart Catering, 249 Lisbon Street, Canfield.   

Lunch Meetings (October – March): Gather at 11:30 AM, 
Lunch at 12:00/Noon.  
Dinner Meetings (April – September): Gather at 5:30 PM, 
Dinner at 6:00 PM. 
 

OCT 03 – Veteran’s Appreciation Luncheon, 11:30 AM -1:00 
PM, Maronite Center, 1555 South Meridian Rd. Youngs-
town, RSVP-1 October, 330-470-2450.  
OCT 18 – Lunch Meeting, program: Taking care of business, 
MAJ Joe Mersol. 
NOV 15 – Lunch Meeting, program: World War I Artifacts, 
Steve Motika and Al Lind.  
DEC 14 – MOAA/ROA Christmas Party and Fund Raiser, 
(11:30-4:00 PM) Christmas Concert with the Park Avenue 
Brass (quintet) before the lunch!! 

 

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN OCTOBER 
 

 
01 October 1943 – Women’s Army Corps established.   
03 October 1993 – Battle of Mogadishu, Somalia.  
05 October 1813 – Battle of the Thames, Canada, U.S.  
victory over British and Indians.  
07 October 1780 – Battle of Kings Mountain, South         
Carolina.  
10 October 1951 – Battle of Heartbreak Ridge, Korea.  
13 October 1912 – U.S. Navy 249th Birthday.  
13 October 1912 – Battle of Queenston Heights, Canada. 
14 October 2024 – Columbus Day (observed). Christopher 
Columbus ‘Discovers’ America. 
17 October 1777 – Battle of Saratoga, New York, British 
Surrender. 
19 October 1783 – British Battle of Yorktown, Virginia,    
British Surrender.  
20 October 1978 – Woman’s Army Corps disbanded.   
25 October 1983 – U.S. Invades Grenada, Operations   
Urgent Fury. 

 

 
 
 
 

OCTOBER MOAA-MSVC LUNCH MEETING NO-
TICE – THURSDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 

 

The Chapter is hosting its monthly dinner meeting on 
Friday, 18 October at A La Cart Catering in Can-
field.  Our program presenter is MAJ Joe Mersol, the 
Chapter’s Legislative Liaison and he will talk about 
MOAA’s  Legislative Issues, Actions and Advoca-
cy.  Check-in starts at 11:30 AM, with Lunch at 
12:00. Lunch cost is $20.00 and you may pay for you 
meal at the door. RSVPs not later than Monday, 14 
October, at msvcmoaa@gmail.com or (330) 788-
3270, and please let us know if you are bringing a 
guest. Please remember that we pay for all meals 
ordered and if you reserve a meal and do not attend, 
you are responsible for the cost of that meal.  MARK 
YOUR CALENDERS NOW.  Hope to see you there.  

https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2024-news-articles/member-spotlight/surviving-spouse-corner-know-your-benefits/
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https://www.consumerfinance.gov/about-us/newsroom/cfpb-orders-newday-usa-to-pay-2-25-million-for-illegally-luring-veterans-and-military-families-into-cash-out-refinance-loans/
https://www.financialservicesperspectives.com/2024/05/the-escalating-threat-of-mortgage-fraud/
https://www.va.gov/housing-assistance/home-loans/loan-types/cash-out-loan/
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Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter  

Membership Requirements 

The membership in MSVC shall be composed of: 
men and women who are or have been commis-
sioned or warrant officers of the seven United 
States uniformed services (Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Ser-
vice). Surviving spouses of deceased individuals 
who, if living, would be eligible for membership. 
MSVC memberships are open to all eligible people. 

Contact :  msvc-moaa@gmail.com   for  more infor-
mation or download the membership form here: 
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/
docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf 

This Newsletter is published by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter 

(MSVC), which is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America 

(MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are non-partisan. Any 

advertisements that appear in this publication/website also do not reflect an 

endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. Articles in this newsletter, are the opin-

ions solely of the individual authors and do not necessarily express the policy 

or opinions of the newsletter’s editor or publisher, nor do they reflect an en-

dorsement by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter or the national organi-

zation of the Military Officers Association of America, unless so indicated 

BECOME A MOAA NATIONAL  
PREMIUM OR LIFE MEMBER:  

MOAA National and Chapter membership is 
open to all Retired, Former, and Active Officers of 
the seven uniformed services and spouses can be-
come Chapter members. Officers on active service 
(active or reserve duty) are exempt from paying 
chapter member dues.   

 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
MOAA LIFE Membership is the most elite member-
ship category. As a MOAA LIFE Member, you'll re-
ceive all of MOAA's PREMIUM benefits - plus more 
- for life. Additional benefits include spouse protec-
tion and direct access to MOAA staff experts on the 
dedicated MOAA LIFE Member Hotline. 

PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP                                 
MOAA PREMIUM Membership gives you total ac-
cess to everything MOAA has to offer, including our 
full spectrum of career and financial resources, 
MOAA-exclusive publications, college scholarships 
for dependents, and countless discounts on prod-
ucts and travel. 

MEMBERSHIP MOMENT                                              
Florence Hosler, 2nd VP & Membership chair 

Mahoning and Shenango Valleys Chapter has closed 
its 2024 season in accordance with our Chapter Constitution 
and Bylaws. Those members that have not renewed their 
chapter membership by now have been dropped from our 
rolls. If you have discovered that you have not renewed your 
chapter dues, you may resubmit your request for member-
ship by attending a meeting or sending a membership appli-
cation (found at out chapter website, msvcmoaa.org. along 
with $20.00 membership dues to MSVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 
5342, Poland, OH 44514. 

Our 2025 Membership Campaign will start next Janu-
ary through March, you may pay next years dues at anytime 
now. Just note that they are for 2025. 
You may contact me at msvcmoaa@gmail.com or at (330) 
788-3270 if you have any questions. 

 

MOAA  Membership Benefits 

     

 

 

  

 

     Take a look at the merchandise offered at the MOAA 
Store….you don’t have to wait until the next Ohio state con-
vention to pick up some great MOAA clothing items and other  
items with the MOAA logo. A great way to introduce our or-
ganization to others!  

From Tip to Toes        

mailto:MSVC-MOAA@GMAIL.COM
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf
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MILITARY IDENTIFICATION CARD RENEWALS  
  

This is information is for our members that are military retir-
ees. There is a new ID Card that you need to get for you and 
your dependent. Look at your ID Card and check the expira-
tion date. For the military member it may read INDEFINATE 
and for the dependent there is an expiration date, check it 
out. Dependents cards become INDEF after age 65. The 
new ID Card is necessary for DEERS, TRICARE and other 
actions. 
 

For more information go to Military.com article titled “Military 
Retirees and Military Dependent ID Cards” at https://
www.military.com/benefits/military-dependent-id-cards.html  

 
Permanent ID Cards 
Family members and survivors of deceased veterans who are age 
65 or older, can get a permanent ID card. However, holders of the 
old style paper laminate ID cards with an expiration date must get 
the card replaced with the new Next Generation Uniformed Ser-
vices Identification Card by 2026. 

Renew Your Card my Mail 
Certain dependents such as fully disabled spouses or those with 
an incapacitated dependent might be able to renew their ID by 
mail. To do so, find your nearest ID card office using the RAPIDS 
locator. Then, give the office a call to learn if they issue IDs by mail 
and what their specific requirements are. 

The on-line address for the RAPIDS locator is https://
idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/locator.  

According to the locator system ID cards are available at the fol-
lowing places within an approximate distance of 75-miles of the 
greater Youngstown area. Suggestion: Before making a trip to any 
location, call and see what the hours of operation are, and if the 
site is manned. 

  
 AG HQ Ohio (Deployable 6), Camp James A. Garfield JMTC, 
6499 George Rd, Ravenna, OH 44266, (614) 336-8909      This 
location was a more preferrable; convenient, friendly and 
quick. 
  
37th IBCT Columbus, 5990 W. Airport Dr. North Canton, OH 
44720 (614) 336-6847 [Near airport.] 
910th AW Youngstown ARS, 3976 King Graves Rd. VIENNA, OH 
44473, (330) 609-1095  
DFAS Cleveland,1240 East 9th Street, Room 2671 CLEVE-
LAND, OH 44199, (216) 204-5555 
MCGARITY ARMY RESERVE CENTER, McGarity Reserve Cen-
ter, 99 Soldiers Lane 
MOON TOWNSHIP, PA 15108, (910) 598-7350   [Pittsburgh area 
near airport.] 
NRC PITTSBURGH, NRC PITTSBURGH, 911th Airlift Wing De-
fense Ave, CORAOPOLIS, PA 15108 (412) 776-4006   [Pittsburgh 
area near airport.] 
911th AW Pittsburgh IAP ARS, 911th FSS/FSPS, 2475 Defense 
Avenue Pittsburgh IAP ARS BLDG 316, CORAOPOLIS, PA 
15108, (412) 474-8526   [Pittsburgh area near airport.] 

CHAPTER SEEKING NOMINATIONS 
FOR MSVC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

 
The MSVC Chapter is seeking two nomina-

tions for Board of Directors replacing board mem-
bers that have left.   

You can make a difference. It’s not back-
breaking, sweat inducing or mentally challenging. I 
mean look who’s on the board now!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your participation and leadership are im-

portant. Without you the chapter will not grow and 
could become stagnant.  Success or failure of the 
Chapter depends on you, its members.   

Please evaluate your life circumstances and 
step forward to become a member of the MSVC 
Board of Directors.   

Your participation and leadership is im-
portant. 

 

 

UPCOMING MSVC-MOAA/ROA 
FUNDRAISER AND CHRISTMAS 

PARTY    
 

The MSVC-MOAA annual fundraiser will be 
in conjunction with the MOAA/ROA Christ-
mas Party set for Saturday, 14 December 
(12:00-4:00 PM) at A La Cart Catering. The 
“Park Avenue Brass” (quintet) will perform a 
pre-dinner concert (12:00 to 1:00 PM).  You 
are asked to bring a wrapped gift valued at 
about $25.00 to be auctioned off; proceeds 
to support the chapter and a local veterans 
charity. This will be a great time to start the 
holiday season.  Mark your calendars and 
hope to see you there. 

https://www.military.com/benefits/military-dependent-id-cards.html
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