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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Roderick Hosler

We are midway through the year and the sum-
mer. The temperature is rising both concerning the
weather and politics. We must all maintain cool heads
to prevail and lower all temperatures.

July is an important month. Historically, the
United States achieved victory over the British at the
during the War of 1812 with 1814 Battles of Fort Erie
(1 July), Chippewa (5 July) and Lundy’s Lane (25 July)
in Canada; during the Civil War at the Battle of Gettys-
burg, PA (1-3 July 1863) and Confederate surrender of
Vicksburg, MS (4 July1863); and more important the
signing of the Declaration of Independence (4 July
1776). Also on the 16 July 1945, was the first atomic
bomb test, codenamed "Trinity," took place at the Ala-
mogordo Bombing Range in New Mexico.

Walt Duzzny has left the area. His departure
means a vacancy on the Board of Directors, which al-
ready has an unfilled vacancy. Members of the Chap-
ter are encouraged to consider placing your names in
as potential members of the Board of Directors. | un-
derstand everyone is busy and has much on your plat,
but adding the two hours a month may not detract
from your 702 hours a month, or 24 out of 8,640 hours
lifestyle. We are all busy and there are a million rea-
sons not to step forward. But MOAA-MSVC needs
your help. Your military and leadership experience
gives you the qualifications to help govern the opera-
tions of the chapter.

MOAA and MSVC, what does it mean to you?
Entertainment? Gathering to break-up a monotonous
month? Chance to rub elbows with fellow veterans and
friends? Do you read the magazine? Read the news-
letter? Review the website? Read the emails?

The board meeting take place on the first
Thursday of each month for two hours, and oversees
the operations of the chapter. It’s not hard.

Cont. on pg. 3

JUNE DINNER MEETING ROLLUP

The Chapter hosted its monthly dinner meeting on
Thursday, 20 June at the Hermitage Golden Corral, in
Hermitage, PA. Our program presenter was MS. Sharon
Sorg, Publisher of the ‘Sharon Harold and New Castle
News. Great presentation and we learned a lot about the
ins and outs of the newspaper business a new and inno-
vated procedure in treating PTSD. All had a great
time. The chapter had 32 members and guests pre-
sent. We presented Golden Corral manager George Bee-
lan with a $300 check for Camp Corral. Thank you all for
your support.

"ﬂ = MS. Sharon Sorg and Rod Hosler

Mike Perillo in his event themed
attire!

Photos by Dave DiTallo
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Joe Mersol, Legislative Liaison

Major Richard Star Act: Progress and Challeng-
es The Major Richard Star Act, which aims to allow
combat-injured veterans to receive both full retire-
ment pay and disability compensation, continues to
make headway in Congress. With broad bipartisan
support, this bill seeks to correct an injustice that
reduces veterans' income due to current offset
rules. Advocacy groups, including MOAA and VFW,
are pushing for its inclusion in the FY 2025 National
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). However, budg-
et constraints remain a significant hurdle (Stars and
Stripes) (Military.net) (Military.com) (Military Officers
Association of America).

Advocacy and Support from MOAA: MOAA con-
tinues to advocate vigorously for veterans' benefits.
Their efforts include grassroots campaigns to influ-
ence legislative decisions and secure better com-
pensation and healthcare for veterans. MOAA has
been instrumental in pushing for the end of offsets
that reduce benefits for combat-injured veterans
(Military Officers Association of America).

Presidential Candidates' Stances on
Veterans' Benefits

Joe Biden (Democrat) President Joe Biden priori-
tizes veterans' issues, focusing on healthcare,
benefits, and support for military families. His ad-
ministration has signed the PACT Act, addressing
toxic exposures from burn pits, and continues to
support initiatives like Joining Forces (Military
Times) (ProCon.org).

Donald Trump (Republican) Former President
Donald Trump supports expanding veterans' ac-
cess to private healthcare providers through initia-
tives like the VA MISSION Act. His campaign em-
phasizes improving benefits and services for veter-
ans (Military Times) (ProCon.org).

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. (Independent) Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. advocates for comprehensive
healthcare reforms, mental health support, and sui-
cide prevention for veterans. He emphasizes the
broader impacts of military service on veterans'
families (Ballotpedia) (ProCon.org).

Chase Oliver (Libertarian) Chase Oliver promotes
reducing government interference in veterans' affairs,
advocating for increased private sector involvement in
providing services to veterans (Ballotpedia)

(ProCon.org).

MSVC Board Members:

President: Rod Hosler, LTC, USA, (Ret)
hosler1@zoominternet.net 330-788-3270

1st Vice President: Dave Di Tallo, CDR, USN, (Ret)
Program Chair
david.ditallo@gmail.com 330-758-8597

2nd Vice President: Florence M. Hosler, LT, USNR,
(Fmr) Membership Chair
hoslerfm@zoominternet.net 330 788 3270

Secretary: Al Lind, LT, USN, (Fmr)
alcalind@zoominternet.net 330-757-0336

Treasurer: Bruce Bille, LT, USN, (Fmr)
bbille.usna.82@gmail.com 330 219-2473

Members at Large:

Walter Duzzny, COL, USA, (Ret.)
colduzz@zoominternet.net 330-792-7068

Joseph Mersol, Maj, USA, (Ret.)
Legislative Liaison
imersol@gmail.com , 330 565-3328

Stephen J. Motika, MAJ, USA, (Ret.)
Student Affairs Liaison
smm6162@aol.com 330-647-1704

Ralph DeLucia, CPT, USA, (Fmr)
YARS Base Community Council Liaison
rok31A@msn.com 330-727-9205

Historian: Dennis Gartland, CPT, USA, (Fmr)
gartlanddj2@yahoo.com (330) 637-4843

Chaplain: Ralph Minton, LtCol, USAF (Ret.)

Legislative update cont.
Candidates on Ohio and Pennsylvania Ballots

The major candidates appearing on the Ohio and Pennsylvania
ballots for the 2024 presidential election are:

Joe Biden (Democrat)

Donald Trump (Republican)

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. (Independent)
Chase Oliver (Libertarian)
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MOAA Legislative Update

moaa.orgtakeaction 1-800-234-6622 ext. 215

President Joseph R. Biden Jr. (D) The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington DC 20500
Switchboard: 202-456-1414 www.whitehouse.gov

OHIO

Senator Sherrod Brown (D) U.S. Senate
Hart Senate Office Bldg. Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-2315 www.brown.senate.gov

Senator James D. (J.D.) Vance (R) U.S. Senate
B40-C Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

(202)224-3353 www.vance.senate.gov

240 East 9th Street, Room 3061

Cleveland, OH 44199

Representative David P. Joyce (R)
U.S. Congressional OH District 14
2065 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC, 20515-3514

(202) 225-5731 www.joyce.house.gov
8500 Station Street

Mentor, OH 44060 (440) 352-3939

Representative Michael A. Rulli
U.S. Congressional OH District 6
2082 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20525
(202)225-5705 www.rulli.house.gov
4137 Boardman-Canfield Rd

Ste 106 Canfield, OH 44406

(330) 967-7312

PENNSYLVANIA

Senator Robert Casey Jr. (D) U.S. Senate
393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-6324 www.casey.senate.gov

Senator John Fetterman (D) U.S. Senate
B40B Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-4254 www.fetterman.senate.gov/

Representative Mike Kelly (R)

U.S. Congressional PA District 16

1707 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-5406 or

33 Chestnut Avenue Sharon, PA 16146
(724) 342-7170 www.kelly.house.gov

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Ohio Ohio Legislature

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania Legislature

Presidents Message cont.

Or, do you want to become active in making the
lives of America’s soldiers and their families better? En-
suring the security of the country depends on qualified
and quality personnel. Qualified and quality personnel
can only be achieved through the diligence of those that
ensure the benefits of the force are provided. What are
you doing to ensure we have a capable force to defend
our country.

You can make a difference, but you have to get
involved. It’s not backbreaking, sweat inducing and men-
tally challenging. But it is necessary. Your participation
and leadership are important. Without you and your par-
ticipation, the chapter could fold. There is another military
officer organization that is on the edge. Success or failure
depends on you and its members.

Please evaluate your life circumstances and step
forward to become a member of the MSVC Board of Di-
rectors. Your participation and leadership is important.

The Department of Veterans Affairs projects a
$15 Billion shortfall through the end of 2025, driven by
costs for veterans benefits, prescription drugs and a big-
ger workforce.

The VA is anticipating a $3 billion budget shortfall
through fiscal 2024 (30 September 2024) from an in-
crease in veterans benefits, and a $12 billion spending
gap in 2025 driven by higher costs for prescription drugs
and the hiring of more workers. Rep. Mike Bost (R-IIl.),
chairman of the House VA Committee states, “This repre-
sents by far the largest budget shortfall that VA has expe-
rienced under any administration.”

VA chief financial officers from the Veterans Ben-
efits Administration and Veterans Health Administration
informed the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee on Mon-
day of budget shortfalls projected through fiscal 2025.

There are many reasons for this shortfall, but the
bottom line is mismanagement. The VA employes more
than 400,000 workers. The VA now projects an increase
of more than 22,000 full-time employees to its workforce
through 2025. How this will affect the Veteran community
is unknown at this time, but some services and benefits
will be adversely affected.

To meet the VA budget requirements perhaps the
administration and Congress should reduce what we
spend on illegal aliens and the war in Ukraine, and rea-
lign those dollars to support Veterans. This is another ex-
ample of incompetence in government. Everyone claims
responsibility, but no one is actually held to account for
failure. People of honor will resign when they fail, but in
this administration, the buck continues to be passed and
no one resigns or gets fired. You see it in all aspects of
government; the VA, DOD, even the Secret Service. Fir-
ing incompetent VA administrators and reducing over-
head costs is a start in resolving the VA problems.

But this mismanagement of the government goes
well beyond the VA and affects every aspect of the gov-
ernment. Corruption, mismanagement, pitting one group
against another, fostering old hates, extensive govern-
ment spending, over reach, and incompetence and failure

of leadership at all levels will continue until government
Cont. on pg. 6
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Surviving Spouse Corner:

Who Is Best to Serve as an Executor?

By: Suzanne Walker

One of the many important decisions when making
an estate plan is whom to trust to be the executor (of
the will) of the deceased’s estate. Usually, the execu-
tor is named in the last will and testament and is like-
ly the surviving spouse, adult child, a trusted family
member, or a trusted friend. Sometimes the executor
is an attorney, bank officer, or other impartial agent.

The person named for this important role should be
asked if they are willing to assume responsibility and
if they understand what the duty entails and what
they will be responsible for when the time comes.
The duty of executor can be a very complicated and
time-consuming role, and no one should be
“surprised” to learn they are the executor of an es-
tate. The executor has a legal duty to act primarily for
the benefit of another with duties involving good faith,
trust, special confidence, and candor.

Many times, married couples just assume their
spouse will be the executor of the estate, and that
spouse might have no idea of the complexities and
requirements, which can vary from state to state. A
person who manages money or property for the de-
ceased must exercise a standard of care as imposed
by law or contract with specific responsibilities.

The administration of an estate generally requires a
fair amount of time and energy. Often compensation
is allowed, and a court or commissioner of accounts
must approve the compensation, which is often a
percentage of the assets handled.

Some other duties of an executor include:

Understand the rules of probate (the official
proving and recording of the will as the au-
thentic and valid last will and testament of the
deceased).

Know which asset types that do and do not
pass through probate.

Keep assets under control as a fiduciary, sep-
arate from individual, personal and business
assets.

Prepare a complete inventory of all assets in
the estate (stocks, bonds, brokerage ac-
counts, bank accounts, life insurance policies,
real property, automobiles, and any other as-
sets). Having a complete and accurate inven-
tory of the assets enables the executor to
properly manage the estate and satisfy all of
the terms of the will.

Cont. in next column

MSVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2024
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Note: Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings are held
at A La Cart Catering, 249 Lisbon Street, Canfield.
Lunch Meetings (October — March): Gather at 11:30 AM,
Lunch at 12:00/Noon.
Dinner Meetings (April — September): Gather at 5:30 PM,
Dinner at 6:00 PM.

AUG 15 — Dinner Meeting (Steak Fry and Corn Roast), pro-
gram, TBD.

AUG 16 — D-Day Conneaut, Free bus transportation &
lunch, RSVP (330-740-2450) required.

SEPT 19 — Dinner Meeting, program: TBA.

OCT 18 — Lunch Meeting, program: Taking care of business,
MAJ Joe Mersol.

NOV 15 — Lunch Meeting, program: World War | Artifacts,
Steve Motika and Al Lind.

DEC 14 — MOAA/ROA Christmas Party and Fund Raiser,
(1:00-4:00 PM)

Open a separate fiduciary (estate) bank account at a
bank that can provide you with the original canceled
checks or statements with images of all canceled
checks.

Take possession of the assets of the deceased and
inquire about safe deposit boxes and accounts they
may have maintained.

Make an online search for any unclaimed property in
the name of the deceased.

Close bank accounts and transfer funds in a separate
account (create an estate account with a separate tax
identification number).

Follow the disbursements to heirs as instructed in the
will.

Document all transactions and prepare to file income
tax.

For more information on all the documents an estate plan
might include, download MOAA’s Estate Planning Guide.

Walker joined the MOAA staff in 2004 as the executive assistant to the president
and the association's meeting and conference director. Among her current duties,
she serves as staff adviser to MOAA's Surviving Spouse Advisory Council.
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Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter
Membership Requirements

The membership in MSVC shall be composed of:
men and women who are or have been commis-
sioned or warrant officers of the seven United
States uniformed services (Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Ser-
vice). Surviving spouses of deceased individuals
who, if living, would be eligible for membership.
MSVC memberships are open to all eligible people.

Contact : msvc-moaa@gmail.com for more infor-
mation or download the membership form here:
http://msvc-moaa.org/wp-content/uploads/
docs/2021-MSVC-Member-Application.pdf

PAYMENT OF MSVC-MOAA CHAPTER DUES
Mahoning and Shenango Valleys Chapter

(MSVC) dues of $20.00 are due in January. Chap-
ter dues are necessary for the operations of the
chapter; funding speakers, insurance, IT, postage,
printing, scholarships, etc. All MSVC chapter mem-
bers need to pay their annual chapters dues
($20.00) to the MSVC Treasurer at: MSVC-MOAA,
P.O. Box 5342, Poland, OH by March. Members
who pay their chapter dues will receive a MSVC-
MOAA chapter pen and 2024 membership card.
Active or reserve duty members are exempt from
paying chapter dues. Thanks for supporting the
chapter.

BECOME A MOAA NATIONAL
PREMIUM OR LIFE MEMBER:

MOAA National and Chapter membership is
open to all Retired, Former, and Active Officers of
the seven uniformed services and spouses can be-
come Chapter members. Officers on active service
(active or reserve duty) are exempt from paying
chapter member dues.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

MOAA LIFE Membership is the most elite member-
ship category. As a MOAA LIFE Member, you'll re-

ceive all of MOAA's PREMIUM benefits - plus more
- for life. Additional benefits include spouse protec-

tion and direct access to MOAA staff experts on the
dedicated MOAA LIFE Member Hotline.

PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP

MOAA PREMIUM Membership gives you total ac-
cess to everything MOAA has to offer, including our
full spectrum of career and financial resources,
MOAA-exclusive publications, college scholarships
for dependents, and countless discounts on prod-
ucts and travel.

MEMBERSHIP MOMENT
Florence Hosler, 2nd VP & Membership chair

The MOAA Newsletter

The MOAA Newsletter is an award-winning member-only e-
newsletter subscription to provide information on topics most
important to you. Whether you’re looking for updates on cur-
rent legislative issues, want to know more about your military
benefits, or just interested in the latest MOAA events, you
can tailor your newsletter to align with your specific needs
and interests. Don’t worry — it is included with your MOAA
membership for free.

Topics covered in the e-newsletter include:

Advocacy — Stay posted on MOAA'’s legislative efforts and
congressional votes affecting you and your benefits.

Health Care & Earned Benefits — Keep up to date on TRI-
CARE and VA changes, along with other health care and mil-
itary benefit issues and updates.

Transition & Career — Get information and resources from
MOAA experts to help you transition through every stage of
life and career: active service, military retirement, civilian ca-
reer, and full retirement.

Finance — MOAA's financial insiders and experts offer unbi-
ased financial, investment, and retirement news, advice, and
guidance. We'll also alert you to military discounts on travel
packages, for Veterans Day, etc.

Recommended Reads — Military-themed must-reads, includ-
ing interviews, book reviews, history, policy and operational
news, and more.

Spouse & Family — Hear from MOAA military spouses about
challenges and solutions affecting your life and career on the
home front.

Member Spotlight — Learn what fellow members are doing in
their communities across the nation

Already a member? Update your email preferences so you're receiving the
news that's right for you. Need more news? Visit MOAA's News Listings
Page for the latest from around the military, the halls of Congress, and your
fellow members.

This Newsletter is published by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter
(MSVC), which is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are non-partisan. Any
advertisements that appear in this publication/website also do not reflect an
endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. Articles in this newsletter, are the opin-
ions solely of the individual authors and do not necessarily express the policy
or opinions of the newsletter’s editor or publisher, nor do they reflect an en-
dorsement by the Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter or the national organi-
zation of the Military Officers Association of America, unless so indicated
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Presidents Message cont.

and its employees are held responsible. Not
just to say “I’'m responsible,” but to be held answera-
ble and accountable for their failures, mismanage-
ment and corruption. Government must understand
that their total existence is to serve the people, and
make the lives of the people better, not the other way
around.

As Ronald Regan said, “In this present crisis,
government is not the solution to our problem; gov-
ernment is the problem. From time to time we've
been tempted to believe that society has become too
complex to be managed by self-rule, that government
by an elite group is superior to government for, by,
and of the people.”

Editorials in this newsletter, are the opinions solely of the individual au-
thors and do not necessarily express the policy or opinions of the news-
letter’s editor or publisher, nor do they reflect an endorsement by the
Mahoning-Shenango Valleys Chapter or the national organization of the
Military Officers Association of America.
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New member Bob Allen
& Rod Hosler

Enjoying the food from Mission BBQ.

JULY MOAA-MSVC PICNIC DINNER ROLLUP -
THURSDAY, 18 JULY
The Chapter hosted its annual picnic dinner and

gun shoot on Thursday, 18 July at Vienna Fish and Game
Club, 1508 Youngstown-Kingsville Rd, (Route 193) in Vi-
enna, OH. Members and guests spent an hour or so on
the range finetuning their shooting skills. What a blast.
Dinner will be catered by Mission BBQ and folks were
asked to bring a covered dish/salad or desert. 18 were in
attendance and several members only attended the pic-
nic. We welcomed new member Bob Allen at the event.
This was a FUN activity, get all our aggression out!!

Ralph DeLucia and friend

Bob Allen

The motley crew: Steve Motika, Al Lind and Rod Hosler

Photos by Dave DiTallo




D-DAY CONNEAUT BUS TOUR, FRIDAY, 15 AUGUST

The Mahoning County Veterans Service Commis-
sion will host its annual D-Day Conneaut Bus Tour on Fri-
day, 15 August. Free bus transportation and free lunch are
provided. Veterans and a guest (may be a nonveteran) are
invited to attend this event. Attendees need to arrive at the
Veterans Service Commission by 6:30 AM, with the bus
departing at 7:00 AM, and will return at 6:00PM. This is a
FUN day and event. Don’'t miss it.

D-Day Conneaut is a reenactment of the Allied inva-
sion of Normandy, France. American, British, French and
Germany World War |l reenactors, and vehicles, will storm
or defend the beach at Conneaut. Allied and German
camps and other World War Il reenactment activities will be
present for interpretative programs.

Reservations are needed for bus seating and lunch
not later than Monday,12 August by calling the Mahoning
County Veterans Service Commission at 330-740-
2450/2451.

FAREWELL TO WALT DUZZNY

Yes, Walt Duzzny is gone. | don’'t mean gone as
departing this world, but he has left Ohio for greener and
certainly warmer pastures in the Tampa area of Florida.
With the hot and humid weather in Florida, his departure
may seem like going from heaven in Ohio to the other place
in Florida, if you know that | mean. But regardless, enjoy
your family in Florida.

Walt has been a main stay of our MSVC Chapter.
He was one of the original chapter members and served as
our first chapter President, and member of the board of di-
rectors. He has been active in all chapter programs and
events, and his insights were always welcomed.

Walter retired from the Army with over 25 years of
service as a Colonel in the Army Reserve and served many
years in the Ohio Army National Guard. He was a long time
President of Chapter 42 of the Reserve Officers Associa-
tion. Walt also served as the Director of the Mahoning
County Emergency Management and Communications De-
partment for 25 years, retiring in November 2007.

Walter’s son is Major General Walter Duzzny, Jr.,
Chief of Staff for the Army Materiel Command at Redstone
Arsenal, Alabama and his grandson is Second Lieutenant
Walter Duzzny Il is cavalry officer stationed at Fort Riley,
Kansas.

Walt, you will be greatly
missed by everyone !

AUGUST MOAA-MSVC DINNER MEETING
NOTICE — THURSDAY, 15 AUGUST

The Chapter is hosting its monthly dinner meeting on
Thursday, 15 August Dinner Meeting at A La Cart
Catering in Canfield. This is our annual Steak Fry
and Corn Roast dinner. Our program presenter is Mr.
Timothy (“Tim”) Furin, and he will talk about the 2005
Iragi Constitutional Referendum and National Elec-
tions. Check-in starts at 5:30 PM, dinner at 6:00. Din-
ner cost is less than $20.00 and you may pay for you
meal at the door. RSVPs not later than Monday, 12
August, at mnvcmoaa@gmail.com or (330) 788-
3270, and please let us know if you are bringing a
guest. MARK YOUR CALLENDAR NOW. Hope to
see you there. Desert will be the famous ice cream
bar!
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NATIONAL VETERANS MEMORIAL AND MUSE-
UM, SPECIAL EXABITION; “GHOST ARMY: THE
COMBAT CON ARTISTS OF WORLD WAR II.”

The National Veterans Memorial and Muse-
um (NVMM), 300 West Broad Street, Columbus is
hosting a special exhibition “Ghost Army: The
Combat Con Artists of World War Il,” created by
the National World War Il Museum, explores the sto-
ry of a top-secret U.S. Army unit - the 23rd Head-
quarters Special Troops - known as the “Ghost Ar-
my.”

The 23rd was the first mobile, multimedia,
tactical deception unit in U.S. Army history. This tal-
ented unit of 1,105 artists, engineers, professional
soldiers and draftees were capable of simulating two
combat divisions (approximately 30,000 men with
equipment) utilizing rubber inflatable tanks, trucks
and planes; false radio message traffic, sound ef-
fects; and other disinformation tactics. During World
War I, the 23rd perfected battlefield deception to de-
ceive German troops ultimately saving the lives of
thousands of Allied soldiers during several critical
military operations.

The display will be at the NVMM from 25 May
— 25 August, and includes interactive presentations,
material displays and an inflatable self-propelled
howitzer. Admission is Free to veterans. Great dis-
play; learn about this extraordinary unit and how it
helped secure victory in World War II.

Check out the website The Ghost Army Lega-
cy Project . The documentary The Ghost Army by
PBS, and the a number of books on the topic.

Florence, Brice Bille and | viewed it after our
Ohio Council of Chapter's meeting on Saturday, 20
July.
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